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LAS 5XXX 
Survey of the Caribbean    
 
Professor:   Dr. Joseph Holbrook    
Class Schedule:  Online    
Prof.’s Office:  DM 350c 
Virtual Office Hrs: Mondays at 5 pm or by appt. 
Contact:    jholbroo@fiu.edu 
Twitter:   @LA_History_FIU  
Blog:    http://josenmiamihistory.blogspot.com/  
YouTube channel: 
https://youtu.be/vroIHzZenas?list=PLNQvOQW2aM_zBbJH4VekS330EBwbRcMCd  
 
DESCRIPTION:  
This course is a multidisciplinary survey of influential scholarly works on the Caribbean. At one 
level, the course content offers students an opportunity to deepen their knowledge of the history, 
politics, societies, economies, cultures and arts of the countries of the Caribbean.   
 
During the first few weeks of the semester we will read -- and dissect -- several of the most 
popular syntheses / textbooks on the Caribbean.  The purpose of reading these textbooks is 
twofold: to provide you all with a “refresher” course on the region and round out your 
knowledge of different eras and sub-regions; and to prompt you to think about the different ways 
that these books try to make sense of—present a coherent analysis of, and story about—the 
region.   
 
The rest of the course is akin to a “Great Books” seminar.  In each of the disciplines that we 
cover, we will read one or more highly influential works on Latin America.  We will discuss not 
only the work’s content, but how it was received at the time and how later scholarship was in 
dialogue with it: building on it, critiquing it, sometimes refuting it. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  
 
Upon successful completion of this course, you will be able to do the following: 

• Identify several ways in which scholars from different disciplines have advanced our 
knowledge about the contemporary Caribbean. 

• Analyze contemporary issues in the region using a range of analytical tools from different 
approaches/perspectives. 

• Collaborate in teams to analyze contemporary issues by debating and deploying multi-
disciplinary modes of analysis. 

 
BOOKS (see below) can be purchased from your favorite online bookseller. 
 
 
 
COURSEWORK & ASSIGNMENTS: 
Preparation and class participation (5%):  

mailto:jholbroo@fiu.edu
https://twitter.com/LA_History_FIU
http://josenmiamihistory.blogspot.com/
https://youtu.be/vroIHzZenas?list=PLNQvOQW2aM_zBbJH4VekS330EBwbRcMCd
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This is a seminar course in the truest sense: students are expected to be active participants in an 
ongoing, in-depth scholarly discussion (and will even have a chance to lead that discussion—see 
below).  Consequently, your attendance, preparation and participation are absolutely crucial to 
the success of this course.  We meet just once a week; you cannot contribute effectively if you 
are unprepared, and certainly not if you are absent.    
 
Online Book Presentation (10%): 
Beginning on 10/2, each week a team of two or three students will be responsible for leading the 
seminar.  As indicated above, the team is responsible for presenting not only a synopsis of the 
assigned book for that week and an analysis of its method/framework, but also for researching 
how it was received at the time and how later scholarship builds on and/or critiques it.  Indeed, 
seminar leaders are responsible for suggesting 1-2 supplemental readings for each of these 
weeks.  Though the other students will not need to address these extra readings in their response 
papers, we do need a chance to read these pieces; they should be posted to Blackboard no later 
than Wednesdays at noon! 
 
Response papers (40%): 
Each week you are responsible for electronically posting a 500 to 700-word response paper on 
Canvas the day BEFORE our class meets (Wednesdays by midnight - 11:59 pm).  The 
professor will post questions for you to use as essay prompts.  Since students are expected to 
read each other’s essays, you will not be given any credit for essays posted late.    You must 
write a paper every week EXCEPT for the weeks that you lead the seminar (see below). 
 
RESEARCH PROJECT 
You will be responsible for choosing a topic of interest and carrying out research on the topic. I 
have broken this down into several smaller assignments that will culminate in a final research 
paper on the topic. These research assignments will provide the bulk of your overall course grade 
(a total of 70%). The best way of ensuring a good grade on the final draft, is to do a good job in 
the preceding component assignments. Each assignment builds into the next. Skipping 
assignments, turning them in late, or in a different order will lead to a poor final grade. 
Remember, B is the minimum passing grade for a graduate class!  
Following is a list of the corresponding assignments in the order of the due date. 
 
Research Question and Topic, one-page double-spaced (5%, due on Friday Oct. 4).    
One of the hardest parts of doing research is choosing a topic. Most students will choose topics 
that are way too broad and would require a PhD dissertation to do it justice. Consider a topic, 
narrow it down to something concrete, in a specific time period and place. Turn your topic into a 
research question of hopefully no more than one sentence. The clearer, simpler, and more 
specific you can be, the easier your research will be. In your one-page submission (roughly 250 
words) articulate the research question you want to answer, why it interests you, and why it 
should be of interest to others. Give a sentence or two of background context.  
 
Annotated bibliography, two-pages double-spaced (5%, due on Friday, Oct. 25).               
Every graduate student will need to learn to write a quality research proposal, especially those 
that go on to a PhD program or apply for grant funding. I have uploaded an example of a 
research proposal for a master’s thesis project. I expect you to follow the same format as the 
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proposal by Matt Gomez (especially the sub-headings and structure), and to include a tentative 
bibliography of at least 8 - 10 sources.  If you neglect to include a bibliography, it will negatively 
impact your grade. I expect that you will be working on expanding your bibliography throughout 
the entire semester.  
 
Your bibliography must be informed by scholarship in at least two genuinely different 
disciplines. (Poli Sci / IR counts as one discipline for these purposes; so does Soc / Anthro, and 
Literature / Cultural Studies).   
 
First paragraph, outline (5%, due on Friday, Nov. 1).     
Once you have completed the first two assignments, writing the first paragraph and developing 
an outline should be relatively easy. Your first paragraph is the most important paragraph of the 
entire paper. A good first paragraph should include 5 to 7 sentences, beginning with 2 sentences 
of general background context, followed by another sentence or two about why this is an 
important or interesting research project. As you narrow your focus down through the first 
paragraph, including your research question, you will conclude with a one-sentence thesis 
statement that concisely expresses argument which you hope to support by providing evidence. 
 
Be sure that you include an outline with at least three main points. This will guide you through 
your paper. Again, submissions missing the outline will be penalized.    
 
First Draft, at least 15 pages including a bibliography (15%, due on Friday, Nov. 22).  
If you have submitted the first three assignments, and you have your first paragraph, your outline 
and your bibliographic sources, the first draft should nearly write itself. If you turn in an 
acceptable first draft (at least 15 pages, with a bibliography) I will read it, give it a tentative 
grade, and give you corrections, suggestions and feedback. This is the best way of making sure 
that your final draft gets a better grade.    
 
Final Presentation (5%) 10 to 15 minutes) 
During the final two classes, each student will have 10 to 15 minutes to informally present their 
research project to the rest of the class.                              
 
Inter- / Multi-disciplinary Literature Review Essay, 20-25 pages (15%):  
Your final project for this course is a literature review on a specialized topic of interest to you.   
The only stipulation is that the issue you’re writing about must be informed by scholarship in at 
least two genuinely different disciplines. (Poli Sci / IR counts as one discipline for these 
purposes; so does Soc / Anthro and Literature / Cultural Studies.)   You will then have a library 
training session on 9/19. By 10/4 you will submit a research question/topic, and by 10/25 a 
proposal for a multidisciplinary review essay. You should also plan to meet with me one-on-one 
at least once in October to discuss your progress.  The final literature review is due at 5:00 pm on 
Wednesday, 12/11.  This is a long-term project, so late papers will simply NOT be accepted.  
 

GRADING 
 

    

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

POINTS PERCENTAGE 
OF FINAL GRADE 
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Book and class participation 

 
50 

 
10% 

10 Response papers 400 (40 each) 40% 
 

Final Research paper 
 

500 
 

50% 

Research question, topic   50 5% 

• Research Proposal 50 5% 

• First paragraph, outline     50 5% 

• Final Presentation 50 5% 

• First Draft                              100 10% 

• Final paper                            200 20% 
 

• Total 
 

1,000 
 

100% 

   
 

FIU Grading Scale 

LETTER RANGE (%) LETTER RANGE (%) LETTER RANGE (%) 

A 95 or above B 83 - 86 C 70 - 76 

A- 90 – 94 B- 80 - 82 D 60 - 69 

B+ 87 – 89 C+ 77 - 79 F 59 or less 

 The FIU Code of Academic Integrity and all related University policies on cheating and plagiarism 
will be rigorously and strictly enforced in this seminar.  Please refer to the section on "Academic 
Misconduct" in the annual Student Handbook for further details. 
 
SCHEDULE OF SESSIONS & READINGS: 
8/23  Week 1 - Introduction, overview: What is the Caribbean?  
  TO DO: 

• Introductions 
• Assignment expectations 
• Organize presentations 

TO READ 
• Mignolo The Idea of Latin America 
• Marshall Eakin, “Does Latin America Have a Common History?”  
• Bailyn, Atlantic History 1953 Atlantic trade in 17th century.pdf 

 
8/30  Week 2 - Franklin Knight, The Caribbean: Genesis of a Fragmented. 

https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/47816/files/6151315/download?wrap=1
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TO DO: 
• Post forum discussion on Mignolo, Eakin and Bailyn 
• READ Franklin Knight, The Caribbean: Genesis of a Fragmented Nation.   

 
9/7  Week 3 - B.W. Higman, A Concise History of the Caribbean. 

• POST – Franklin Knight, The Caribbean: Genesis of a Fragmented 
Nation  (3rd ed.) 

• READ – B.W. Higman, A Concise History of the Caribbean (Cambridge 
Concise Histories). 

 
9/13 Week 4 - SPECIALIZED LIBRARY SKILLS TRAINING 

Gayle Williams, Latin American and Caribbean Studies Librarian 
Watch YouTube tutorial  
 

9/20  Week 5 - James Mitchener, Caribbean. 
  TO DO: 

• POST – B. W. Higman, A Concise History of the Caribbean (3rd ed.) 600 
pages.  

• READ – Caribbean by James Mitchener 
 

9/27   Week 6 - Pirates in the Caribbean. (week 6)  
TO DO: 

• 1-on-1 meeting with professor 
• Submit: Research question due on Friday, October 1.  

POST: Caribbean by James Mitchener 
READ: Kris E Lane Pirates in the Caribbean, Pillaging the Empire: Global 
Piracy on the High Seas, 1500-1750. 

 
10/4  Week 7 - Bartolome de las Casas.  

TO DO:  
• POST – Pillaging the Empire by Kris E. Lane.  
• READ – A brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies, Bartolome de las 

Casas.  
 
10/11  CONQUEST AND COLONIALISM (Week 8) 

• POST – A brief Account, Bartolome de las Casas. 
• READ – Césaire, Aimé (Martinique - poet). 2000. Discourse on 

Colonialism, Joan Pinkham, trans, Introduction by Robin D. G. Kelley, 
New York: Monthly Review Press, 2000. 

 
10/18  CONQUEST AND COLONIALISM (week 9) 

• POST – Discourse on Colonialism, Aimé Césaire. 
• READ – Frantz Fanon (Martinique - a physician and psychiatrist):  The 

Wretched of the Earth (1961). 
• Annotated Bibliography due on Friday night, October 25 at 11:59 PM 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physician
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wretched_of_the_Earth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wretched_of_the_Earth
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10/25  SLAVERY IN THE CARIBBEAN (week 10) 

• POST – The Wretched of the Earth, Frantz Fanon. 
• READ – Eric Williams (Trinidad – economic historian, and prime minister) 

Capitalism and Slavery  
 

11/1  REVOLUTION (week 11) 
• POST – Capitalism and Slavery, Eric Williams. 
• READ – CRL James, (Trinidad – historian) Black Jacobins.  

 
11/8  REVOLUTION (week 12) 

• POST – Black Jacobins, CRL James. 
• READ –   Alejo Carpentier, The Kingdom of This World  

 
11/15  THE GREATER ANTILLES (week 13) 

• POST – The Kingdom of This World, Alejo Carpentier. 
• READ – Fernando Ortiz, Cuban Counterpoint. 

 
11/22  THE GREATER ANTILLES Adobe online session THANKSGIVING (week 14) 

• POST – Cuban Counterpoint, Fernando Ortiz. 
• READ – Jorge Duany, The Puerto Rican Nation on the Move: Identities 

on the Island and in the United States. 
 
11/29  LITERATURE (week 15) 

• POST – The Puerto Rican Nation, Jorge Duany. 
• READ – Derek Walcott (St. Lucia – writer) Omeros.  

 
12/6 –  FINALS WEEK (week 15/16) 

• POST – Omeros, Derek Walcott. 
• Turn in final version of LIT REVIEW 

 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wretched_of_the_Earth
https://www.amazon.com/Puerto-Rican-Nation-Move-Identities/dp/0807853720/ref=sr_1_2?crid=32X7QQE80SI0O&dchild=1&keywords=jorge+duany&qid=1611778849&s=books&sprefix=JOrge+Duany%2Caps%2C270&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Puerto-Rican-Nation-Move-Identities/dp/0807853720/ref=sr_1_2?crid=32X7QQE80SI0O&dchild=1&keywords=jorge+duany&qid=1611778849&s=books&sprefix=JOrge+Duany%2Caps%2C270&sr=1-2
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