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ABSTRACT 
Several arts and humanities books are review, including City by Design: An Architectural Perspective of Chicago

and Robert Vickrey: The Magic of Realism. Hudson Hill by Philip Eliasoph.  
 
FULL TEXT 
Arts 

  

Review by Prudence Peiffer 

  

This book lives up to its title, capturing the lyrical and visual pop of Aldridge's signature psychedelic poster art,

which made him a favorite artist among the Beatles, the Who, Cream, Elton John, and Incubus. Readers also get a

good sense of the 1960s generation that best defines Aldridge, who is still producing art today. An "illustrated

autobiography," this work excels at presenting the amusing anecdote and scrapbook aesthetic rather than a

historical or critical approach, particularly in terms of other artists working in a similar vein. Aldridge accompanies

his loose, personal narrative with illustrations and explanatory captions, as if readers were sitting with him and

chatting about his life while looking through an overflowing box of pictures. Escapades and encounters with

famous figures drive the story, but more than anything, this is a book for casual browsing, outside of time and

traditional art historical trajectories. Every page offers a vibrant image that, like a kaleidoscope, is a striking,

surreal, and momentary perspective on the world. Recommended for specialized art collections. -Prudence Peiffer,

Cambridge, MA  

Aldridge, Alan. The Man with Kaleidoscope Eyes: The Art of Alan Aldridge. Abrams. 2009. 240p. illus. index. ISBN

978-0-8109-0596-2. $35. GRAPHIC ARTS 

  

Review by Katherine Adams 

  

This is the first monographic catalog of an exciting Brooklyn-based painter who knowingly plays with the

modernist conventions of both representational and abstract art. Furnas's powerful canvases weave together both

narrative and nonfigurative conventions. For example, Hamburger Hill (2002) is a painting that depicts both images

of bloody warfare and abstract patches of startling formal grace. Soldiers fire on one another, and the resulting

wounds explode on the canvas in exquisite bursts and bubbly clouds of highly saturated color. Furnas is a master

of composition, and his brushwork (or, more precisely, his pouring of paint over the canvas) reworks

expressionistic techniques with new power. Along with a competent interpretative essay and an interview with the

artist, the text includes over 100 luscious plates. An important and fairly priced purchase for all libraries because it

introduces readers to an emerging artist whose work exemplifies significant trends in contemporary painting.

Highly recommended. -Katherine Adams, Bowdoin Coll. Lib., Brunswick, ME  

Barnaby Furnas. Abrams. 2009. 160p. illus. bibliog. ISBN 978-0-8109-9625-0. $50. FINE ARTS 

  

Review by Ellen Bates 
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This hefty catalog accompanying the show of the same name at the Philadelphia Museum of Art highlights

Cézanne's influence on a diverse group of established, emerging, and, in some cases, revered artists. Nineteen

scholars, including the organizers of the show, have contributed essays that link a specific artist or artists to

Cézanne, discussing how his or her work extracts certain facets from the Cézanne diamond mine. Chapters range

from the expected ("Cézanne and Matisse: From Apprenticeship to Creative Misreading") to the unusual ("Cézanne

and Giacometti: An Odd Couple"). Lengthening the thread of art history through the 20th century is the inclusion of

post-World War II artists such as Ellsworth Kelly and, more recently, Brice Marden. A detailed, illustrated

chronology introduces the text, which is fully footnoted and rich in 485 germane color reproductions as well as 85

in black and white. This massive undertaking will reward patient viewers with a more complete understanding of

the depth and breadth of one of modern art's most important painters. For students in particular, it takes art

history one notch back from Picasso and Matisse to Cézanne. For all museum, academic, public, and special

libraries. -Ellen Bates, New York  

Cézanne and Beyond. Yale Univ. in assoc. with the Philadelphia Museum of Art. 2009. 600p. ed. by Joseph J.

Rishel &Katherine Sachs. illus. index. ISBN 978-0-300-14106-1. $65. FINE ARTS 

  

Review by Peter S. Kaufman 

  

Part of a series aimed at surveying the architecture of American cities, this volume profiles both historic

architecture and contemporary buildings in Chicago, each with about three to four pages of well-written text-

uniformly glowing remarks about the history, architects, and current use or reuse of the buildings-and five to six

excellent color photographs. This book represents a species of marketing-the "product" being Chicago. Additional

volumes in the series cover cities in Canada and the United Kingdom and cities as well as whole regions like the

Carolinas in the United States. The publisher also produces "Spectacular Wineries," "Spectacular Golf Holes," and

"Spectacular Homes" series. This title will be of interest to students of architecture, architects, Chicagoans, and

armchair travelers; Illinois libraries, architectural libraries, and urban libraries should consider purchasing. -Peter S.

Kaufman, Boston Architectural Coll.  

City by Design: An Architectural Perspective of Chicago. Panache Partners , dist. by Independent Pubs. Group. (City

by Design). 2008. 320p. photogs. ISBN 978-1-933415-51-2. $40. ARCHITECTURE 

  

Review by Jack Perry Brown 

  

Like Andrew Wyeth, Robert Vickrey (b. 1926) paints in a realistic style and uses egg tempera, one of the oldest and

most difficult of painting media. After military service, college, and graduation from Yale's Art School, where he felt

pressured by the abstraction of Joseph Albers, in 1950, Vickrey enjoyed some success (e.g., Whitney Museum

Annuals) but continued on his own path as abstract expressionism ruled the art world. Well known for many cover

illustrations for Time magazine in the 1950s and 1960s and commercially successful, Vickrey has concentrated on

figural painting, with recurring themes of family and a long series of nuns in habits. Centered in New England,

where he lives, his work has a surreal edge at times that is lacking in realists such as Norman Rockwell. Eliasoph

(American art, Fairfield Univ.) has done extensive research and had direct access to the artist, who is articulate and

unapologetic about his work, but there is little critical distance in the text, and the writing is pedestrian. The

illustrations are excellent, but Vickrey is an artist of limited range and interest. For advanced collections. -Jack

Perry Brown, Art Inst. of Chicago Libs.  

Eliasoph, Philip. Robert Vickrey: The Magic of Realism. Hudson Hills , dist. by National Bk. Network. 2009. 240p.

illus. index. ISBN 978-1-55595-292-1. $75. FINE ARTS 

  

Review by Nancy J. Mactague 

  



The current divide between the arts and sciences didn't exist in the Victorian era, and this facilitated extensive

interest among the general public in Darwin's work. Darwin's keen powers of observation, interest in behavior

patterns, and ability to generalize from specific examples allowed him to formulate his theories. The extent of his

influence upon artists is shown in the 250 in-text images, illustrating artistic responses to Darwin, in this

companion book to an exhibition at the Fitzwilliam Museum (Univ. of Cambridge). Donald ( Picturing Animals in

Britain ) and Munro (senior keeper of paintings, drawings, &prints, Fitzwilliam Museum) assembled 12 easily

understood essays (with endnotes) by experts in art, photography, medicine, and science exemplifying artistic

themes to which Darwin's view of nature relates. They also offer a thematic bibliography, notes on contributors,

and a list of lenders to the exhibition. Recent related books include Phillip Prodger's Darwin's Camera: Art and

Photography in the Theory of Evolution and Rae Beth Gordon's Dances with Darwin, 1875-1910: Vernacular

Modernity in France . Recommended for special, academic, and public libraries. -Nancy J. Mactague, Aurora Univ.

Lib., IL  

Endless Forms: Charles Darwin, Natural Science, and the Visual Arts. Yale Univ. 2009. 288p. ed. by Diana Donald

&Jane Munro. illus. bibliog. index. ISBN 978-0-300-14826-8. $75. FINE ARTS 

  

Review by Kathryn Wekselman 

  

Gwendoline and Margaret Davies were Welsh heiresses who purchased a large body of art, mostly between 1908

and 1922, and later donated much of their collection to the National Museum Wales. An exhibition of 58 primarily

impressionist and postimpressionist paintings from the Davies's bequest is traveling to five U.S. cities this year

and next: Columbia, SC; Oklahoma City; Syracuse, NY; Albuquerque, NM; and Washington, DC. This exhibition

catalog, with essays and notes supplied by Fairclough and Dawkes (both curators with the National Museum

Wales) and other curators, recounts the collection's history and provides a full-page note about each painting.

Most are fine examples by the best-known French and British painters of the period, e.g., Monet, Turner, and

Renoir; several painters who are less universally exhibited (e.g., Augustus John, Matthew Smith, Alfred Stevens)

add variety. Nine works by Honoré Daumier are a special treat. Recommended for public and academic libraries in

the areas hosting the exhibition. -Kathryn Wekselman, MLn, Cincinnati  

Fairclough, Oliver &Bryony Dawkes. Turner to Cézanne: Masterpieces from the Davies Collection, National Museum

Wales. Hudson Hills , dist. by National Bk. Network. 2009. 176p. illus. bibliog. index. ISBN 978-1-55595-299-0. $60.

FINE ARTS 

  

Review by Valerie Nye 

  

A commercial photographer who began publishing for fashion magazines in the early 1920s, Paul Outerbridge

(1896-1958) had work featured in a wide range of national publications, including Vogue, Vanity Fair , and Harper's

Bazaar . His work has been exhibited at the Museum of Modern Art and the Whitney Museum in New York, as well

as the Smithsonian Institute. This book, published in conjunction with an exhibition at the Getty Museum curated

by Martineau (assistant curator, department of photography), opens with an essay outlining Outerbridge's life and

career, which refers to the 59 color images and 61 duotones found throughout the text. The photos, whether they

are of flowers, people, or a crowded desk, have a staged still-life quality to their styling. Outerbridge believed

commercial photography could rise to the level of artwork; his nudes push photography beyond replication,

bringing the printed image to a new art form. Recommended for public and academic libraries with large

photography or commercial art collections. -Valerie Nye, Coll. of Santa Fe, NM  

Martineau, Paul. Paul Outerbridge: Command Performance. Getty Museum. May 2009. 164p. illus. index. ISBN 978-

0-89236-961-4. $39.95. PHOTOG 

  

Review by Douglas F. Smith 



  

German-born artist Richter's oeuvre has consistently been marked by a remarkable heterogeneity of style, palette,

and subjects-always defiant of labels or associations with specific schools of painting. Since his 1961 escape

from East Germany, portraiture has been a touchstone, often with expanded strategies of visual representation. By

the late 1960s, Richter was exploring the relationship between photography and painting with an adumbrated,

obscurely indicated style while incorporating the sense of momentary happenstance contained within a snapshot.

His blurred imagery is like an elusive, hazy photorealism, loaded with a significance the viewer can't easily name,

reminiscent of Robert Capa's Omaha Beach photographs. And it is in his portraits that this method is at its most

compelling. Moorhouse, a curator at London's National Portrait Gallery, has written detailed biocritical essays that

run through this oversized and heavily illustrated book, placing Richter both in an artistic and a historical context

while championing the beauty and inherent iconoclasm of the portraits themselves. Despite having a focus

narrower than Robert Storr's 2002 monograph, this title is an excellent supplementary purchase for all large

libraries. -Douglas F. Smith, Berkeley P.L., CA  

Moorhouse, Paul. Gerhard Richter Portraits: Painting Appearances. Yale Univ. 2009. 176p. illus. index. ISBN 978-0-

300-15159-6. $60. PHOTOG 

  

Review by David R. Conn 

  

This ambitious book, produced by the Italian architecture journal The Plan , is the first in a projected series called

"Plans and Details for Contemporary Architects." This large-format volume showcases, according to the editors,

"Twenty of the most important avant-garde projects of the past decade" featuring innovative forms. The variety

includes geometric shapes, sails, waves, leaves, and clouds. There is a mixture of building types, from houses to

large institutions. Half of the subjects are located in Europe, and five in the United States. The architects include

Foster + Partners, Steven Holl, and Morphosis. Explanatory text is limited, but generous visual spreads feature

many full-page color photographs and highlighted drawings. The distinctive attribute of this series is the inclusion

of construction details in context. Specially drawn and colored sectional illustrations are placed next to

photographs taken from the same angle. It's a step forward in improving comprehension of complex structures.

Recommended for large academic or specialized collections. -David R. Conn, Surrey P.L., B.C.  

New Forms: Plans and Details for Contemporary Architects. Thames &Hudson , dist. by Norton. Jun. 2009. 240p.

ed. by The Plan. illus. ISBN 978-0-500-34253-4. $65. ARCHITECTURE 

  

Review by Cheryl Ann Lajos 

  

This beautifully and generously illustrated (146 reproductions, including 125 in full color) publication accompanies

the first museum show to focus on the late still-life imagery and interiors created by French painter Pierre Bonnard

(1867-1947) while he was living in the south of France. At that time, the artist was painting radiant, vibrant, colorful

masterpieces, permeated with Mediterranean light and influences from his immediate surroundings, which to

some viewers appeared more reminiscent of works created by the 19th-century impressionists than those by 20th-

century modernists such as Pablo Picasso and Henri Matisse. Assessing more than 75 paintings, drawings, and

watercolors-some of which are rarely seen outside of private art collections-in detailed catalog entries that

encompass provenances, selected references, exhibition histories, and analyses, Amory (associate curator, Robert

Lehman Collection, Metropolitan Museum of Art) and others also attempt to reassess Bonnard's career and late

artworks in terms of 20th-century art and French modernism. A selected chronology and lists of contributors and

lenders further enhance this well-documented, thoughtful, and meticulous scholarly publication. Strongly

recommended. -Cheryl Ann Lajos, Free Lib. of Philadelphia  

Pierre Bonnard: The Late Still Lifes and Interiors. Yale Univ. in assoc. with the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 2009.

208p. ed. by Dita Amory. illus. bibliog. index. ISBN 978-0-300-14889-3. $50. FINE ARTS 



  

Review by Paul Glassman 

  

One of the younger exponents of Japanese modernism, Hitoshi Abe may be the Philip Johnson of the 21st century,

eclectically bridging European and Asian practices. His cool, refined, highly articulate-yet often derivative-work

relates with great intelligence to the formal concerns of his modernist antecedents Alvar Aalto, Erich Mendelsohn,

Kenzo Tange, Glenn Murcutt, and Tadao Ando. But whether working with structural expressionism, volumetric

rhythm, or surface texture, Abe brings to each of his designs attention to detail, geometric precision, and a mastery

of light. Pollock ( Modern Japanese House ) uses three conceptual sections-line, surface, and volume-to classify

each of 26 projects, which she describes perhaps more in promotional than critical terms. Fifty high-quality, black-

and-white and 300 color photographs illustrate each building entry, and small plans, sections, and conceptual

diagrams (essentially isometric projections) add value to the graphic material. As the recently appointed chair of

the Department of Architecture and Urban Design at the University of California, Los Angeles, Abe will influence

American design education increasingly. An important addition, then, to architecture school library collections. -

Paul Glassman, Felician Coll. Lib., Lodi, NJ  

Pollock, Naomi. Hitoshi Abe. Phaidon. 2009. 208p. illus. index. ISBN 978-0-7148-4665-1. $79.95. ARCHITECTURE 

  

Review by Russell T. Clement 

  

This introductory volume of an ambitious series that will profile architectural conservation practices in different

regions around the world lays a broad groundwork for the principles and practices of historic restoration and

preservation. Stubbs (former vice president, field projects, World Monuments Fund) is well qualified to produce

such an important series, and he ably incorporates hundreds of black-and-white photos of structures and sites

from World Monuments Fund archives into a carefully nuanced and holistic text that is appropriate for

professional and popular audiences alike. Major sections of this authoritative approach describe and analyze

conserving history in changing contexts, challenges and processes, conservation of the built environment from

prehistory to the 20th century, and contemporary practices. Useful appendixes include nomenclature, directory of

organizations and resources, lists and web addresses of key charters and recommendations relating to

international architectural conservation, and an annotated bibliography of 100 selected titles. Coverage is truly

international, with examples drawn from over 100 countries. Essential for libraries with strong collections in

architecture, historic conservation, and global cultures. -Russell T. Clement, Northwestern Univ. Lib., Evanston, IL  

Stubbs, John H.Time Honored: A Global View of Architectural Conservation. Wiley. 2009. 448p. illus. bibliog. index.

ISBN 978-0-470-26049-4. $75. FINE ARTS 

  

Literature 

  

Review by Susan McClellan 

  

In this fun-filled, enriching book, Allyn ( The Complete 4 for Literacy ), the executive director of the literacy

education organization LitLife, provides many ways to promote a love of reading to children and offers top-ten lists

of reasons to read to kids that incorporate practical, easy-to-use tips to encourage literacy from a young age. Her

four keys to helping a child become a lifelong reader-Ritual, Environment, Access, and Dialogue (READ)-are

invaluable. She includes frequently asked questions and suggestions on how to reward children for their love of

reading, and she explains why it is wonderful to have children read a book over and over again. This is an

indispensable guide to choosing age-appropriate books for children. Allyn provides a list of more than 300 titles on

50 themes including such issues as adoption, feelings about school, sharing, and coping with illness. This valuable

resource for children's librarians, educators, and parents is highly recommended. -Susan McClellan, Shaler North



Hills Lib., Glenshaw, PA  

Allyn, Pam. What To Read When: The Books and Stories To Read with Your Child-and All the Best Times To Read

Them. Avery: Penguin Group (USA). 2009. c.336p. index. ISBN 978-1-58333-334-1. pap. $16.95. LIT 

  

Review by Erin Dorney 

  

Antunes, winner of the 2008 FIL Prize for Literature in the Romance Languages, is a well-known Portuguese writer

with over 16 novels under his belt, including What Can I Do When Everything's on Fire? and The Natural Order of

Things . This collection of autobiographical and fictional essays that Antunes has published over 30 years will

appeal to readers of his historically dense style. In these one- to four-page columns (or crÃ³nicas ), the author

sheds a reflective light over his experiences as a youth in midcentury Lisbon and his transition to an adult writer.

Skillfully translated by Costa, Antunes's prose-filled taste of Portugal is recommended for academic and public

libraries. -Erin Dorney, Millersville Univ. Lib., PA  

Antunes, AntÃ³nio Lobo. The Fat Man and Infinity: And Other Writings. Norton. 2009. c.320p. tr. from Portuguese

by Margaret Jull Costa. photogs. ISBN 978-0-393-06198-7. $26.95. LIT 

  

Review by Audrey Snowden 

  

Biss is not as well known as she should be; given that writers like Sherman Alexie are praising her to the skies, it's

only a matter of time, though. This essay collection won the 2008 Graywolf Press Nonfiction Prize, which

highlights outstanding literary nonfiction by a new writer. These essays are about many things, but the theme of

race runs through them all. They are not "about" race, however, not in the way essays are usually "about"

something. Instead of presenting her opening gambits and using the body of the essay to support her initial points,

Biss finds her jumping-off point and examines her observations and experiences. Although her juxtapositions are

occasionally forced, it is impossible to remain unmoved by Biss's work. These deeply personal essays should be as

widely read as possible. Her examination of what it means to be American-examination, not conclusions-cannot

fail to inspire reflection. Highly recommended for all collections. -Audrey Snowden, Cleveland P.L.  

Biss, Eula. Notes from No Man's Land: American Essays. Graywolf. 2009. c.244p. ISBN 978-1-55597-518-0. pap.

$15. LIT 

  

Review by Pam Kingsbury 

  

Having just celebrated the 200th anniversary of Charles Darwin's birth, it seems appropriate to reconsider the

many ways his theories influence evolutionary thinking in all subjects, particularly writing. Boyd (University

Distinguished Professor, English, Univ. of Auckland, New Zealand) reminds readers of the ways in which language

is changing and adapting, the ways in which literature helps humans better understand our willingness and need to

adapt, and why we tell stories. Using examples as diverse at Homer's Odyssey and the Dr. Seuss favorite Horton

Hears a Who , Boyd offers a lively discussion of why human emotions are "triggered" by particular works, why

those works hold our attention, and how storytellers derive solutions to fundamental human problems. The

resulting book is a fascinating blend of the humanities and the sciences. Recommended for all academic libraries

and for public libraries as interest warrants. -Pam Kingsbury, Univ. of North Alabama, Florence  

Boyd, Brian. On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition and Fiction. Belknap: Harvard Univ. May 2009. c.392p.

illus. bibliog. index. ISBN 978-0-674-03357-3. $35. LIT 

  

Review by Carolyn M. Mulac 

  

Plays tell stories, and the best ones stay with us. Compiled by theater critic Greene ( Women Who Write Plays ) and



playwright Lauro ( Open Admissions ), the stories in this collection of critically acclaimed works by seven leading

female playwrights address some of the most contentious of contemporary issues, and they will stick in readers'

minds for a long time. Cindy Cooper's Words of Choice looks at the issue of reproductive choice in first-person

accounts, poems, and satire. In Elliot, A Soldier's Fugue , Quiara AlegrÃa Hudes deftly interweaves the tales of

three generations of Latino men who served in Korea, Vietnam, and Iraq. The Exonerated , by Jessica Blank and

Erik Jensen, is based on interviews with men and women on death row for crimes they did not commit. Also

included are plays by Paula Vogel, Emily Mann, Lauro, and Nilaja Sun. Recommended for all academic and public

drama collections. -Carolyn M. Mulac, Chicago P.L.  

Front Lines: Political Plays by American Women. New Pr. , dist. by Perseus. Jun. 2009. c.400p. ed. by Alexis Greene

&Shirley Lauro. ISBN 978-1-59558-424-3. pap. $19.95. DRAMA 

  

Review by Denise J. Stankovics 

  

Green ( Letters of the Reverend Patrick BrontÃ« ) aims in this biography of Patrick BrontÃ«-father of writers Anne,

Charlotte, and Emily BrontÃ«-to correct factual errors in Elizabeth Gaskell's The Life of Charlotte BrontÃ« , which

portrayed the paterfamilias as remote and eccentric. Noting that his subject has been "much maligned," Green

aims "to present a fair and accurate account of Patrick's life and ministry" based on extensive documentary

evidence that he uses to good advantage. Patrick BrontÃ« (1777-1861) was a Church of England clergyman who

rose from humble origins in Ireland to graduate from Cambridge University. His 45 years of ministry included 40 in

Haworth on the Yorkshire moors, where he outlived all six of his children, including his accomplished novelist

daughters. Gaskell's uncomplimentary portrayal of the father, Green notes, was based on accounts from a former

servant dismissed as unsatisfactory. Green depicts BrontÃ« as kind, just, and concerned about his children. The

book contains a foreword by the Archbishop of Canterbury as well as nine appendixes, including Gaskell's

description of Patrick. This thoroughly researched and documented work is recommended for academic libraries. -

Denise J. Stankovics, Rockville P.L., Vernon, CT  

Green, Dudley. Patrick BrontÃ«: Father of Genius. NonSuch. 2009. c.284p. illus. bibliog. index. ISBN 978-1-84588-

625-7. $35.95. LIT 

  

Review by Ali Houissa 

  

Critical interpretations of Kafka's writings provide little commentary on his jurist training and work as a high-

ranking lawyer with the Workmen's Accident Insurance Institute in Prague-a side of him that Kafka tried to keep

hidden. His characters and such literary works as The Trial and "In the Penal Colony" are imbued with

representations of the law. This collection of never-before-translated legal briefs, articles, and documents is a

singular source for a new understanding and interpretation of Kafka's literary works. The selected items, arranged

chronologically, are each followed by commentary. Cognizant that some readers might be put off by the legal

writing style, Corngold (German &comparative literature, Princeton Univ.), Jack Greenberg (law, Columbia Univ.),

and Benno Wagner (literature, media, &culture, Univ. of Siegen, Germany) provide ample and rich analyses that

demonstrate the close link between Kafka's profession and his literary creativity and oeuvre. This scholarly book is

indispensable to an understanding of Kafka. Highly recommended for literature collections and all college and

research libraries. -Ali Houissa, Cornell Univ. Lib., Ithaca, NY  

Kafka, Franz. Franz Kafka: The Office Writings. Princeton Univ. 2008. c.424p. ed. by Stanley Corngold &others. tr.

from German by Eric Patton with Ruth Hein. illus. index. ISBN 978-0-691-12680-7. $45. LIT 

  

Review by Alison M. Lewis 

  

This superbly researched biography is nothing short of a tour de force. Martin (Andrew W. Mellon Professor



Emeritus of Modern Languages, Univ. of Pittsburgh) has for decades been a pioneering scholar of Latin American

literature in the English-speaking world (see his Journeys Through the Labyrinth: Latin American Fiction in the

Twentieth Century ). Based on detailed research as well as personal acquaintance with the subject, this is the most

substantial English-language biography written of GarcÃa MÃ¡rquez, winner of the 1982 Nobel prize in Literature

and innovator of magical realism. Martin traces GarcÃa MÃ¡rquez's life from his roots in a small Colombian town,

to his worldwide travels, to his days of fame as an internationally acclaimed author. GarcÃa MÃ¡rquez's politics,

personal life, and literary motivations are considered in depth. Seventeen years in the making, this work not only

details the life of a great writer but also provides considerable insight into life in Latin America. Including primary

bibliographies of works published in Spanish and English and a secondary bibliography of critical and biographical

works; highly recommended. [See Prepub Alert, LJ 1/09.] -Alison M. Lewis, Drexel Univ., Philadelphia  

Martin, Gerald. Gabriel GarcÃa MÃ¡rquez: A Life. Knopf. May 2009. c.672p. photogs. maps. bibliog. index. ISBN

978-0-307-27177-8. $37.50. LIT 

  

Review by Felicity D. Walsh 

  

O'Brien, best known for her stories and novels exploring the condition of women in male-dominated societies (e.g.,

The Light of Evening; The House of Splendid Isolation ), was, perhaps unsurprisingly, "immediately drawn to"

Byron. For this biography, she "immersed [her]self in the miraculous tomes of his letters and journals" in order to

follow the man on his journey through love and his brief life. Certainly, she has written an accessible account of the

famous poet's life, though it is more of a biography on the level of secondary school-aged readers than a scholarly

work. Considering the thousands of available works on the life and writings of Byron, libraries with literature

collections would be happier with Benita Eisler's Byron: Child of Passion, Fool of Fame or Leslie A. Marchand's

Byron and Byron: A Portrait . For libraries interested in Byron's correspondence, Andrew Nicholson's The Letters of

John Murray to Lord Byron would be a better bet. Worth considering for public and secondary school libraries;

optional for academic libraries. [See Prepub Alert, LJ 2/1/09.] -Felicity D. Walsh, Emory Univ., Decatur, GA  

O'Brien, Edna. Byron in Love: A Short Daring Life. Norton. Jun. 2009. c.256p. illus. ISBN 978-0-393-07011-8. $24.95.

LIT 

  

Review by Stacy Russo 

  

These two publications demonstrate continuing interest in the life and work of Harriet Beecher Stowe. Harvard

University's attractive, sturdy, and reasonably priced paperback of Uncle Tom's Cabin provides a brief introduction

by David Bromwich (English, Yale) and a short chronology of Stowe's life. The novel was reprinted in various

editions in England in 1852 owing to the lack of international copyright agreements at the time; this version

follows the first American edition. Belasco's (English, women's &gender studies, Univ. of Nebraska, Lincoln) study

of Stowe is an interesting mixture of 38 letters, diaries, and other writings regarding impressions and interactions

with Stowe by her family members and contemporaries, as well as a few selections by Stowe. Belasco's knowledge

comes across through her substantial introduction and thoughtful editing-each entry is prefaced by an informative

paragraph that supplies helpful context and gives details on the author's relationship to Stowe. Writings by several

notable figures are included, such as Frederick Douglass, Harriet Jacobs, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, and Mark

Twain. A complex portrait of Stowe, who has been a controversial figure at times, emerges. Belasco's work is

recommended for academic and public libraries with American literature collections. Libraries in need of a

replacement copy of Uncle Tom's Cabin should consider picking up the new Harvard edition. -Stacy Russo,

Chapman Univ. Libs., Orange, CA  

Stowe, Harriet Beecher. Stowe in Her Own Time: A Biographical Chronicle of Her Life, Drawn from Recollections,

Interviews, and Memoirs by Family, Friends, and Associates. Univ. of Iowa. (Writers in Their Own Time). Jun. 2009.

c.232p. ed. by Susan Belasco. illus. bibliog. ISBN 978-1-58729-782-3. pap. $27.95.; Stowe, Harriet Beecher. Uncle



Tom's Cabin; or, Life Among the Lowly. Belknap: Harvard Univ. (John Harvard Library). 2009. c.460p. bibliog. ISBN

978-0-674-03407-5. pap. $8.95. LIT 

  

Review by Joyce Sparrow 

  

Welty's signature trait of establishing a sense of place is displayed in this collection-compiled by McHaney, who

has edited collections of Welty's book reviews ( A Writer's Eye ) and photographs ( Eudora Welty as Photographer )

as well as other books on the author-of more than 60 informal essays, stories, speeches, and a few favorite

recipes. In "Women!! Make Turban in Own Home!" Welty parodies how Popular Mechanics encouraged expanding

the expected functions of an object. She describes how fairy tales influenced her writing career, and her vast

interest in the arts is displayed in her reviews on, e.g., the work of American dancer Martha Graham and the

photographs of William Eggleston. In various letters to the editor in response to criticisms of works by Southern

writers such as William Faulkner and Reynolds Price, Welty defends their sense of place. In a 1955 essay, she

blames radio soap operas and TV for children's lack of interest in reading. Welty's wit and wisdom shine through.

Recommended for academic libraries. -Joyce Sparrow, Juvenile Welfare Board Children's Svcs. Council, Clearwater,

FL  

Welty, Eudora. Occasions: Selected Writings. Univ. Pr. of Mississippi. 2009. c.304p. ed. by Pearl Amelia McHaney.

ISBN 978-1-60473-264-1. $35. LIT 

  

Review by Anthony Pucci 

  

Twenty years ago, Wright, a writer and lecturer on Oscar Wilde, decided to read all the books that Wilde had read.

Ultimately, he realized that he could not complete this task, but he learned enough to write an engaging literary

biography. Because Wilde's father was a preeminent Irish folklorist and his mother a poet, he became a voracious

reader, aided by a photographic memory and a talent for speed reading. Having been found guilty in 1895 of "gross

indecency" and sentenced to two years in prison, his personal library was sold at auction. Although some valuable

first editions and other books with Wilde's inscriptions and annotations were purchased by friends and eventually

returned to him, a significant and unknown number were dispersed; Wright was able to locate and examine many

of them. Wright's passion and knowledge radiate through this detailed yet readable portrait. Recommended for

devotees of Wilde and literary biography as well as those who simply love books. -Anthony Pucci, Notre Dame H.S.,

Elmira, NY  

Wright, Thomas. Built of Books: How Reading Defined the Life of Oscar Wilde. Macrae Bks: Holt. May 2009. c.400p.

illus. index. ISBN 978-0-8050-8993-6. $27. LIT 

  

Performing Arts 

  

Review by Rosalind Dayen 

  

Sf and fantasy series have been popular since the early days of television, and the genre has changed quickly with

evolving technology. Geraghty (film &media studies, Univ. of Portsmouth; Living with Star Trek: American Culture

and the Star Trek Universe ) has compiled essays that compare and contrast the past and present of sf/fantasy

shows. The arguments and the purposes of the essays get lost in the writers' rhetoric and seem forced to fit the

book's purpose. Popular shows in the United States plus some British puppet shows (not on American television)

are represented in the scholarly pieces. Hit series like Roswell, Lost , and Smallville are not included, while the

techno-oriented spy series (not sf) Man from U.N.C.L.E. is. J.P. Telotte's The Essential Science Fiction Television

Reader covers much of the same material but with a broader scope and more appealing essays. -Rosalind Dayen,

South Regional Lib., Broward Cty., Pembroke Pines, FL  



Channeling the Future: Essays on Science Fiction and Fantasy Television. Scarecrow. Jun. 2009. c.240p. ed. by

Lincoln Geraghty. photogs. index. ISBN 978-0-8108-6675-1. $45. TV 

  

Review by Bradford Lee Eden 

  

Music and technology journalist Milner (coauthor, Metallica: This Monster Lives ) loosely prescribes the

boundaries of this history of recorded music from Thomas Edison to the present; however, he begins by explaining

that the big bang was basically the universe cutting a record. Milner goes beyond recounting people, places, and

events to explore a major issue surrounding the topic: Should a recording accurately reflect the sounds of a live

performance or improve upon it? Readers get an inside look at important moments in recording history, from Def

Leppard's groundbreaking style of music performance, to favorite songs redubbed and remixed by different artists

and their producers, to a Jennifer Lopez performance that never actually happened. The narrative is divided into

eight chapters grouped into three major sections: "Acoustic/Electrical," "Analog," and "Digital." A personal yet

informative interpretation of recorded music that will appeal to students and professionals in the music industry

as well as general music-loving readers. -Bradford Lee Eden, Univ. of California Lib., Santa Barbara  

Milner, Greg. Perfecting Sound Forever: An Aural History of Recorded Music. Faber &Faber. Jun. 2009. c.464p.

illus. bibliog. index. ISBN 978-0-571-21165-4. $27. MUSIC 

  

Review by Bill Baars 

  

Cedeño, aka DJ Disco Wiz, is regarded as the pioneer Latino DJ in hip-hop music. Born in the Bronx, NY, to a Puerto

Rican father and a Cuban mother, Wiz attended his first Kool Herc jam in 1974 at the age of 13, and he was

hooked. Teaming up with Casanova Fly (later known as Grandmaster Caz), Wiz created the Mighty Force crew.

Here, with Sanchez ( Next Stop: Growing Up Wild-Style in the Bronx ), he provides fascinating insight into the South

Bronx scene and his developing craft. Even more compelling is the story of Wiz's personal struggles, including the

early death of an abusive, alcoholic father, a mother who suffered from breast cancer, and imprisonment at the age

of 17 on an attempted murder charge. Discussing his music and in his self-analysis, Wiz doesn't hold back, and it is

his honesty and attitude that make his autobiography-like his music-a captivating mix. Recommended for popular

music collections. -Bill Baars, Lake Oswego P.L., OR  

Sanchez, Ivan &Luis "DJ Disco Wiz" Cedeño. It's Just Begun: The Epic Journey of DJ Disco Wiz, Hip Hop's First

Latino DJ. Miss Rosen Editions: powerHouse. Jun. 2009. c.180p. photogs. ISBN 978-1-57687-494-3. $22.95.

MUSIC 

  

Review by Rosellen Brewer 

  

Taraborrelli has had a long career writing juicy biographies of celebrities (e.g., Michael Jackson, Elizabeth Taylor,

Diana Ross, Frank Sinatra, Princess Grace, and the Kennedy women). Here, he promises never-before-told facts

about Marilyn Monroe's family dynamic, the identity of her father, and her relationship with the Kennedys. And he

delivers. Taraborrelli also reports that Marilyn's mother, Gladys Baker, suffered from paranoid schizophrenia and

that Marilyn struggled with her own mental deterioration. Taraborrelli's style is sometimes over-the-top as he

assumes the feelings and motivations of his subjects, but this device makes his books readable and mesmerizing.

He had access to newly released documents that were not scrutinized for other biographies, and he researched

family and medical files and personal correspondence and interviewed countless family members, friends, costars,

Secret Service agents, and others. He also provides previously unseen photographs. This will probably stand as

the definitive Monroe biography; highly recommended for all public libraries. -Rosellen Brewer, Sno-Isle Libs.,

Marysville, WA  

Taraborrelli, J. Randy. The Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe. Grand Central. Aug. 2009. photogs. filmog. index. ISBN



978-0-446-58082-3. $26.99. FILM 

  

Review by James E. Perone 

  

Although the provocative title of Wald's latest suggested to this reviewer another "why the Rolling Stones were

more important than the Beatles" tome, this, like Wald's Escaping the Delta: Robert Johnson and the Invention of

the Blues , is an alternative view of history. Unlike most studies that include Tin Pan Alley, ragtime, jazz, blues, pop,

country, rock, R&B, soul, disco, and other genres, Wald's history of American popular music from the late 19th

century to the 1970s contains significant discussions of the likes of Paul Whiteman, Mitch Miller, Guy Lombardo,

and others who, despite being well known and influential in their times, tend to be ignored today. Wald explains

musical and recording techniques and sociological phenomena in an engaging style accessible to a wide range of

readers. Throughout, he makes a compelling case for why the figures most historians have disregarded or

footnoted need to be considered in order to understand the totality of American popular music. This is an ideal

companion to the plethora of standard histories available. Highly recommended. -James E. Perone, Mount Union

Coll., Alliance, OH  

Wald, Elijah. How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll: An Alternative History of American Popular Music. Oxford

Univ. Jun. 2009. c.352p. bibliog. index. ISBN 978-0-19-534154-6. $24.95. MUSIC 

  

Philosophy 

  

Review by David Gordon 

  

Scharfstein (philosophy, emeritus, Tel Aviv Univ.) here argues that art forms an indispensable part of all human

culture. Art enables people to display imagined possibilities in a more permanent form than mere passing ideas.

Without it, life would be boring. Because it responds to universal needs, art has a cross-cultural appeal. Despite the

wide variants found in the art of widely diverse groups, people can respond to the human universals that art

expresses. These meanings, though, when expressed in visual art, cannot be fully conveyed through verbal

description. Scharfstein supports his views through a remarkably wide survey of the history of art. In this study,

several polarities organize his discussion, e.g., prehistoric art and its later successors, tradition and individual

genius, and Asian and Western art. He ranges freely over Chinese and Islamic art and modern primitives. As if this

were not enough, he presents findings on the brain as well. Scharfstein's insights and extraordinary knowledge

command respect, and this book is a major contribution. Highly recommended for all collections. -David Gordon,

Bowling Green State Univ., OH  

Scharfstein, Ben-Ami. Art Without Borders: A Philosophical Exploration of Art and Humanity. Univ. of Chicago.

2009. c.528p. illus. index. ISBN 978-0-226-73609-9. $35. PHIL 

  

Review by Scott Duimstra 

  

In this short work, Scruton (philosophy, Inst. for the Psychological Sciences; England: An Elegy ) uses the writings

of Plato and Kant along with specific artistic works to create a philosophical explanation of beauty. According to

Scruton, when we say that an object is beautiful, we are making a rational judgment about the object that is based

on our contemplation of its appearance. He explains that beauty is not a subjective preference but a universal

value, founded on reason and our value system, to which all rational agents should agree. Scruton examines four

kinds of beauty-human, natural, everyday, and artistic. He is not concerned with defining the qualities of beauty; he

works to show how the experience of beauty is similar to religious experiences in that it allows us to "look with

reverence on the world." The book's tone is scholarly, yet it remains highly accessible and offers readers a unique

and well-argued approach to the concept of beauty. Recommended for academic and large public libraries. -Scott



Duimstra, Capital Area Dist. Lib., Lansing, MI  

Scruton, Roger. Beauty. Oxford Univ. May 2009. c.176p. illus. bibliog. index. ISBN 978-0-19-955952-7. $19.95. PHIL 

  

Poetry 

  

Review by Karla Huston 

  

In her latest collection, Bernard ( Swan Electric ) confronts the fallacies of romanticism-that the world can and

should be known through emotion, that God and love are the ultimate goodness. She challenges those notions by

carefully crafting her own fictions about romance, manners, war, and what lies beneath, before wondering "if my

heart courts pain/ because it aims for immortality, something grander/ than I can imagine." Bernard challenges

readers with swift observations about love and the lie, perhaps, that it conquers all. In other poems, she fabricates

a heroine and traces her life through an invented romantic novel, where readers discover that love "is a sort of

domestic helium" that carries her. In other pieces, Bernard explores romanticism through a fictitious opera in

which her poems sing traditional Italian arias or cry to punk rock. Bernard asks the questions, then challenges her

answers: "Division of some sort prevails at all times. Take longing, soul,/ My old soul/ fights my new soul that

fights/ the soul about to be born." Highly recommended for contemporary poetry collections. -Karla Huston,

Appleton Arts Ctr., WI  

Bernard, April. Romanticism. Norton. Jun. 2009. c.80p. ISBN 978-0-393-06807-8. $23.95. POETRY 

  

Review by Ellen Kaufman 

  

Black arts movement creator of poetry/jazz collaborations Cortez offers a selection of work published from 1974

to the present. Using rhythmic repetition to beat out a message of ludicrous horror, these poems blend nightmare

and an earthy engagement: they kiss the mud of this moment. In "Rape," the poet makes a case for self-defense by

ice pick: "What was Inez supposed to do for/ the man who declared war on her body/ the man who carved a

combat zone between her breasts/ Was she supposed to lick crabs from his hairy ass/ kiss every pimple on his

butt/ blow hot breath on his big toe?" More reflectively, Cortez riffs on the anxiety of influence: "But every time I

hear from Langston/ He has too many demands/ I mean Langston always/ Wants you to talk about rivers/ Wants

you to be a Revolutionary/ Speak in the voice of the people/ Dance on some crystal stairs." An important choice for

poetry readers, who may also be interested in Cortez's sound recordings of some of these works. -Ellen Kaufman,

New York  

Cortez, Jayne. On the Imperial Highway: New and Selected Poems. Hanging Loose. 2009. c.131p. ISBN 978-1-

931236-99-7. $28; pap. ISBN 978-1-931236-90-4. $18. POETRY 

  

Religion 

  

Review by Glenn Masuchika 

  

U.S. Army chaplain Benimoff served two tours in Iraq and has seen all its horrors: the loneliness of soldiers, battle

trauma, mutilations, and inevitable death. In this whirlwind of tragedy, he busied himself comforting the troubled

and wounded, performing services for the dead. His life wounds only intensified when he returned to Walter Reed

Army Medical Center to minister to the victims of war, inflicted and shocked with post-traumatic stress disorder. In

this first-person narrative, we see a man driven to the edge of religious doubt, struggling to understand how a

loving God can allow such unspeakable madness. He is the archetypal wounded healer, seeking to help others

while he himself bleeds. We witness how piece by piece of his faith falls away, and it is gut-wrenching to read his

story. He states that his faith in God is finally restored in the end, but it is a tentative restoration. His life is still a



work in progress, and the final "chapter" is not yet written. This reviewer truly hopes there will be a part two of this

memoir. Highly recommended. -Glenn Masuchika, Pennsylvania State Univ. Libs., University Park  

Benimoff, Roger with Eve Conant. Faith Under Fire: An Army Chaplain's Memoir. Crown. 2009. c.288p. ISBN 978-0-

307-40881-5. $23.95. REL 

  

Review by Thomas A. Karel 

  

Bob Dylan has assumed many identities in his long career: folk singer, protest singer, rock poet, filmmaker, born-

again Christian, bluesman, and radio show host. Now Heine (Florida International Univ.) makes the case for Dylan

as Zen Master. Who knew? In a thorough survey and critical analysis of Dylan's lyrics and other writings, Heine

examines the shifting worldviews of the man who once wrote "he not busy being born is busy dying." He contrasts

the dogmatic Judeo-Christian premise (good vs. evil) in Dylan's songs with a nondualistic view (represented by an

awareness of "multiple relativistic truths") that creeps into other songs-and often within the same song ("Nettie

Moore," from Modern Times , is a recent example). The book's bulk expands on this thesis and is rich with lyrical

exposition, arguing that Dylan's embrace of both worldviews explains his own ever-changing styles and persona.

Heine offers a fresh look at Dylan's spiritual side and clearly demonstrates his mastery of Zen Buddhism as well as

Dylanology. His book deserves to stand next to other studies of Dylan and religion, such as Stephen Webb's Dylan

Redeemed: From Highway 61 to Saved and Scott Marshall's Restless Pilgrim: The Spiritual Journey of Bob Dylan .

Recommended for academic libraries. -Thomas A. Karel, Franklin &Marshall Coll. Lib., Lancaster, PA  

Heine, Steven. Bargainin' for Salvation: Bob Dylan, a Zen Master?Continuum. May 2009. c.256p. illus. bibliog. index.

ISBN 978-0-8264-2950-6. $19.95. REL 

  

Review by Sandra Collins 

  

Rubin (history, Queen Mary Univ. of London) follows Mary, the mother of Jesus, from her obscure beginnings in the

gospels to her present nearly universal stature today. Rubin ties Mary's legacy to the growth of Christianity in early

medieval Europe (c.1000 C.E.) and offers a chronological history of Marian ideas, practices, and images from

earliest Christian expressions to around 1600 C.E. Rubin's varied Marys include the Imperial Mary of the Christian

East and the Islamic Mary, two short but valuable historical discussions, and a study of the usual Marian

personifications: deified Mary, Mary the mediator, biblical Mary, Mary the mother, and suffering Mary. Rubin ties

her historical arguments to rich considerations of Marian representations, as diverse as the cultures and times

surveyed. She concludes that "Mary was made in important ways by men and [was] thus rejected as a route to the

exploration of femininity and spirituality" until modern feminism could release her from patriarchal captivity.

Offering a Eurocentric chronological approach, Rubin has strengths that lie in representational theories as well as

non-European perspectives on Mary. Recommended where interest warrants. -Sandra Collins, Byzantine Catholic

Seminary Lib., Pittsburgh  

Rubin, Miri. Mother of God: A History of the Virgin Mary. Yale Univ. 2009. c.544p. illus. maps. index. ISBN 978-0-

300-10500-1. $35. REL 

  

Review by Dann Wigner 

  

Seward ( Monks of War ) attempts to provide a lively and descriptive summary of Josephus's life and works. He

succeeds in this aim by condensing the copious details of Josephus's Vita and The Jewish War into a readable

synopsis for generally educated readers. However, Seward sacrifices any significant discussion of historical

background or critical analysis for the sake of readability. A few small historical inaccuracies are also present in

this work, and there is only a brief deliberation on the massacre at Masada. Nevertheless, this text would be

appropriate for most general readers. Students and advanced readers in search of a one-volume critical treatment



of Josephus would benefit further from Flavius Josephus &Flavian Rome , edited by Jonathan Edmondson and

others, or Steve Mason's Josephus, Judea, and Christian Origins . -Dann Wigner, Wayland Baptist Univ. Lib.,

Plainview, TX  

Seward, Desmond. Jerusalem's Traitor: Josephus, Masada, and the Fall of Judea. Da Capo. May 2009. c.336p.

photogs. maps. bibliog. index. ISBN 978-0-306-81807-3. $28. REL 

  

Sports &Recreation 

  

Review by Kathy Ruffle 

  

Trudy Ederle, who died in 2003 at age 98, was the first woman to swim the English Channel, in 1926. For several

years, her fame had been uproarious, her achievement thought earth-shattering. She enjoyed New York's biggest

ticker tape parade, had her own swimsuit line, and had Americans rethinking women's athletic capabilities. After a

semisuccessful vaudeville tour, her career declined; she turned to giving children swimming lessons and, later,

selling dresses in a shop. Although the shy and hard-of-hearing Ederle failed to cash in on her fame, she felt

satisfied with her career and resented those who deemed her ultimate anonymity a tragedy. These two biographies

help readers understand the age of "ballyhoo" and "wonderful nonsense," as Stout cites sportswriter Westbrook

Pegler referring to the Twenties. Sportswriter Dahlberg ( Fight Town: Las Vegas-the Boxing Capital of the World )

had access to Ederle's diary and unpublished memoir, but both writers were able to re-create vividly the dramatic

events, largely from published reporting and interviews. The writers emphasize different aspects of the story:

Dahlberg discusses topics like the revolution in women's swimsuits and the German American community and

devotes nearly half his book to Ederle's post-swim life and career. Stout, who has edited The Best American Sports

Writing annually, delves into the history of U.S. swimming, how geology shaped the fearsome tides and currents in

the channel, and Ederle's failed first attempt. Still, they both employ the same approach: a popular social history

that brings to life a woman, her era, and her remarkable feat. Both books make for very entertaining reading, with

Stout's given a slight edge for more picturesque writing. Although neither book uses rigorous scholarly footnoting,

either is recommended for all scholarly as well as public libraries. (Dahlberg photos not seen.) -Kathy Ruffle, Coll.

of New Caledonia Lib., Prince George, B.C.  

Dahlberg, Tim &Mary Ederle Ward &Brenda Greene. America's Girl: The Incredible Story of How Swimmer Gertrude

Ederle Changed the Nation. St. Martin's. Aug. 2009. c.304p. photogs. index. ISBN 978-0-312-38265-0. $25.95.

SPORTS; Stout, Glenn. Young Woman &the Sea: How Trudy Ederle Conquered the English Channel and Inspired the

World. Houghton Harcourt. Jul. 2009. c.352p. photogs. index. ISBN 978-0-618-85868-2. $24. SPORTS 

  

Review by Paul Kaplan 

  

George Steinbrenner, the longtime owner (since 1973) of the New York Yankees, has been one of the most colorful

characters in modern baseball lore, with emotions about him-pro and con-running deep among Yankee fans.

Golenbock ( Dynasty: The New York Yankees 1949-1964 ) has written many sports best sellers, and his technique

is to tell a story through relating interviews and hilarious anecdotes, producing an easily readable winning formula.

Readers will gain insight into the love-hate relationship with Steinbrenner's nemesis, manager Billy Martin, and

some incredible championship years. Steinbrenner's role has now diminished as his sons have taken control, but

he has cast a large shadow over the team and the sport. His legacy will probably take many years to assess, but

this is a good, readable biography in the meantime. Recommended for most baseball buffs; even non-Yankee fans

will enjoy. On the topic of the Steinbrenner-Martin relationship, also consider veteran sportswriter Phil Pepe's The

Ballad of Billy and George: The Tempestuous Baseball Marriage of Billy Martin and George Steinbrenner . -Paul

Kaplan, Lake Villa Dist. Lib., IL  

Golenbock, Peter. George: The Poor Little Rich Boy Who Built the Yankee Empire. Wiley. May 2009. c.384p.



photogs. bibliog. index. ISBN 978-0-470-39219-5. $26.95. SPORTS 

  

Review by John Maxymuk 

  

Cheating in sports is, unfortunately, a timely topic. In this book, the author provides an anecdotal survey of various

types of dishonesty that have gone on since the time of the Olympics in ancient Greece. In his review of athletic

fraudulence, Zimniuch looks somewhat benevolently on types of cheating that are relatively harmless and to be

expected in competitive outlets such as working the officials in hockey, sign stealing in baseball, or even the

infamous New England Patriots' Spygate episode of signal taping in pro football. By contrast, he rightly stresses

how gambling has led to intermittent major scandals that have threatened the integrity of Major League Baseball

(1919), pro football (1946), college basketball (1951), and pro basketball (2008). The largest section of the book is

devoted to the pernicious effects that doping and steroid use by athletes have had on contemporary sports. All of

this material is very well researched and written. When the author strays into how cheating in sports interrelates

with the ethics of society at large, the book's momentum dwindles, but, all in all, it's a recommended title on a

subject certainly of current interest. -John Maxymuk, Rutgers Univ. Lib., Camden, NJ  

Zimniuch, Fran. Crooked: A History of Cheating in Sports. Taylor. 2009. c.240p. photogs. index. ISBN 978-1-58979-

385-9. pap. $16.95. SPORTS 
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