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Dr. Morten Schliitter is Associate Professor of Chinese Religion and Buddhist Studies at the University of lowa and
Director of Center for Asia-Pacific Studies.

His research interests center broadly on Chinese Buddhism (especially Chan [Jpn.: Zen]
Buddhism) and Chinese religions, and he has worked on a number of different topics and
periods, employing a range of methodologies. What unites his work is an overall interest in
trying to understand different aspects of Chinese religion in the broader context of their
political, social and economic settings. Much of Dr. Schliitter's work has focused on
Buddhism in the Song dynasty (960-1279), and in 2008 he published a book on crucial
developments within Chan Buddhism which came to dominate Chinese monastic
Buddhism by the tenth century. He is also working on a long-term project concerned with
how Buddhist monastic communities in Southern-Song China (1127-1279) interacted with
secular elite society, and in addition has written essays on meditation and Buddhism in the
modern world.
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