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Introduction to Korean History

Intro to Korean History

Explore the history of two nations, South Korea and North Korea, from around 2000 BC to the
contemporary world, and the developments of cultural expressions and social constructions.

✔

Steven Heine 10 06 22

heines@fiu.edu 305-348-1914

Bianca Premo

Steven Heine

Shlomi Dinar
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●Gain a grasp of the various phases of Korean historical development over the centuries
●Explore the historic origins and significance of locations and cultural movements of the two Koreas
●Gain insight as to how the lived history of Korea has influenced cultural, military and economic development on the peninsula
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FROM: DR. STEVEN HEINE 
PROFESSOR AND DIRECTOR, ASIAN STUDIES 

SUBJECT: 2022-23 G-SIPA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE BULLETIN #2 

COURSE JUSTIFICATION AND MEMO FOR HISTORY COURSE PROPOSAL 

DATE: OCTOBER 6, 2022 

The Asian Studies Program supports the creation of this new course presented by the History 
Department: ASH3XXX Introduction to Korean History, proposed by Dr. Brice Rogers. 

This new course is based on ongoing student demand for Korean and East Asian area studies. In 
recent years, our program’s enrollment data reports have shown that an increasing number of 
students are interested in Korean culture and history. This course also reflects the mission of FIU 
to promote interdisciplinary studies in a globalized world. 

Best regards, 

Steven Heine, Professor of Religious Studies and History 
Director of Asian Studies, SIPA 504 
Florida International University 
Miami, FL 33199 
heines@fiu.edu | asian.fiu.edu 
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Introduction to Korean History 

Course Description

The two nations of the Korean peninsula today are a study in contrasts. The 
Republic of Korea in the south has become an economic powerhouse, a model of 
democracy, and a master of “soft power” on a global scale through skillful cultural 
marketing. On the other hand, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea remains 
one of the most repressive societies in the world, with its population often on the 
edge of survival. And yet, these two nations are heirs of the same shared history, the 
language and culture. This course will explore the history of kingdoms, empires and 
nations that have struggled for control and dominance on the peninsula, as well as 
the linguistic and cultural forms they have spawned. Students will gain an overview 
of the “5,000 year history” of Korea, from its mythic founding in 2,333 BCE to the 
present. 

Required Text 

Hwang, Kyung Moon. A History of Korea. Red Globe Press, 2022 

Seth, Michael J.  A Brief History of Korea.  Tuttle, 2019. 

Recommended texts 

Association of Korean History Teachers.  A Korean History for International 
Readers.  Seoul Selections USA, 2011. 

Cha, Victor.  The Impossible State: North Korea Past and Future.  Ecco, 2013. 

Resources 

Text excerpts, articles and copies of historical artifacts will be provided through a 
course packet in PDF form on Canvas. 

Instructor 

Brice Rogers, Ph.D.  

Office Location 

Asian Studies Office 

Office Hours 

TBA 

Course Objectives 

● Gain a grasp of the various phases of Korean historical development over the centuries

● Explore the historic origins and significance of locations and cultural movements of the two Koreas

● Gain insight as to how the lived history of Korea has influenced cultural, military and economic development on the peninsula

● Students will understand the present situation of the two Koreas through an exploration of their shared past

● Students will gain insight into the complex relationship of the nations of East Asia through the lens of the Korean experience

● Students will explore some of the historic roots of contemporary Korean language, culture and music

Learning Outcomes
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Classroom expectations 

● While expressing your opinion, remain respectful to your instructor and classmates. (Honest but not rude)

● Do not abuse your internet privileges for chatting, gaming or social media during chatroom discussions and live class sessions

● All coursework presented as yours must be your own composition or research.

● Be punctual during discussions and live sessions.  Come on time so that we can leave on time.

● Physical presence and participation = attendance (cameras on unless specific issues are discussed previously)

● Acceptable excuses for absence: documented illness, documented family illness or death

● Be good representatives of FIU!!

Course Grading 

Component Percentage 

Mid-Term Paper 25% 

Final Exam 30% 

Primary Source Review 25% 

Participation 20% 

Mid-Term Paper 

During the second week of class, Students will be presented with the requirements of a 4-5 page research paper, due at the 
midpoint of the term (week 8).  The assignment will be open in canvas until the date of the deadline, and several reminders 
will be sent out via canvas announcements.  The paper will require students to synthesize the readings and class lectures 
presented over several historical periods to discuss trends and developments over time. 

Primary Source Review 

From a set of primary sources on Korean history offered by the instructor, each student will select one primary source to 
produce a 2 page summary for their classmates.  The reviews will seek to help other students understand the importance of 
this source in its period of Korean history, and how it helps inform an understanding of the period.  Sources will include the 
Samguk yusa (Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms), the Joseon Wangjo Sillok (Annas of the Joseon Dynasty), Reports of the 
Japanese Residency General in Korea, reports of foreign missionaries in Korea, the Korea Review newspaper, the Keijo 
Nippo (Japanese newspaper during the colonial period), and the memoirs and reports of several prominent Korean writers, 
travelers and foreign government representatives in Korea. 

Final Exam 

The final exam will consist of a set of short answer essay questions to give the students an opportunity to demonstrate their 
grasp of several periods of Korean history and their understanding of how each period relates to others.  Topics may include 
religious developments over time, patterns in foreign domination/exploitation, and the internal resources Koreans drew upon 
at various periods to survive, defend themselves, and innovate. 
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A note on participation and attendance 

As this course will cover such an immense span of time, regular attendance and full dedication to participation in the course 
will be essential for success (if a live online format).  Regular attendance and participation in weekly chatroom discussions is 
mandatory.  More than 2 unexcused chatroom absences will result in an F for the course. 

Plagiarism or other offenses against the Code of Academic Integrity will result in a failing grade and 

possible disciplinary action by the University. This can be found at: 

http://academic.fiu.edu/AcademicBudget/misconductweb/Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf 

As is noted on the FIU website, students are expected to do their own work and avoid plagiarizing, 

understood as “the deliberate use and appropriation of another’s works without any indication of the 

source and the representation of such work as the student’s own. Any student who fails to give credit 

for the ideas, expressions or materials taken from another source, including internet sources, is guilty 

of plagiarism.” 

Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to: 

- Term papers acquired online or from other sources;

- Copying of original material without attribution;

- Use of other students’ work;

- Copying and pasting, verbatim, information from Internet sources, without quotation marks

and correct citation. See: http://libguides.fiu.edu/plagiarism for specific recommendations 

regarding proper citation of sources. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or 

concerns on these or other issues. 

Course Schedule / Major Topics

Week Subject Key points to explore Readings: 

Week 1 Prehistory of Korea Geography, creation myth of Dangun Dangunsinhwa; Seth 7-15 

Week 2 GoJoseon Development, fall and occupation by Han Seth 16-32 

Week 3 Three Kingdoms Kingdoms, rivalries and relationships to China and 
Japan 

Hwang 1-21; Seth 33-43 

Week 4 Unifying Shilla Relationship to Tang China, “Bone Rank” Hwang 22-28; Seth 43-56 

Week 5 Goryeo Golden age, development of distinct Korean identity Hwang 29-50  

http://academic.fiu.edu/AcademicBudget/misconductweb/Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf
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Week Subject Key points to explore Readings: 

Week 6 Early Joseon Founding, Sejong and the establishment of Hangul Hwang 51-67; Seth 57-80 

Week 7 Middle Joseon Japanese and Manchu invasions Hwang 68-75 

Week 8 Late Joseon Renaissance and decline (Hermit Kingdom) Hwang 76-99 

Week 9 Foreign Powers Russia, Japan and the US; Protestant Christians Hwang 102-118; Seth 81-93 

Week 10 Anexation by Japan Challenges to Korean culture, language and identity Hwang 129-137 

Week 11 WWII and 
Exploitation 

The pillaging of Korean resources and people to fuel 
Japan’s war effort 

Hwang 156-164; Seth 94-106 

Week 12 Korean Independence Successes and failures of the early leaders; rise of 
Communism and Juche ideology 

Hwang 166-174; Seth 107-130 

Week 13 The Korean War The US vs. China in Korea Hwang 175-182; Cha 1-18 

Week 14 North Korea overview Founding and history of DPRK Cha 19-250; Hwang 183-192; Seth 
131-174

Week 15 Miracle on the Han The ROK’s rapid rise as an industrial and commercial 
power; 1988 Olympics and IMF disaster 

Hwang 226-234; Seth 175-198

Week 16 Korean “Soft Power” ROK becomes a world leader in cultural exportation 
(and exploitation) 

Hwang 235-245; Seth 199-243 
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