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Academic Year: 

DO NOT TYPE IN THIS BOX

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

Proposal for a Course Change

PARTT I..I. FILLL OUTT THISS SECTIONN COMPLETELY

Div./Dept. in Which Taught

2.
Alpha 1st Last 3 “C”-lec-lab Cr. Hrs.
Prefix Digit Digits “L”-Lab

3. Present Course Title _ 

PARTT II.I. FILLL OUTT CHANGEE INFORMATIONN ONLY Change Effective / / 20
4a. New Course Title

New Catalog Description/Major Topics (not to exceed 200 characters including spaces )
College of Medicine and College of Law: Attach description not exceeding 1,000 characters including spaces.

New Prerequisite(s):
New Corequisite(s):
Explain Reclassification Request:

Did you attach a copy of the course justification and course syllabus that contains the changes you
are requesting?

Does this proposed change impact the assessment process of a program or certificate? If yes, then send
notification to assessment@fiu.edu. NO        YES

PROPOSAL REQUESTED BY:
Faculty Contact _ / _ / 20

(Type name) (Signature)

(Email address) (Phone number)
Chairperson (Dept./Div.)  _ / / 20

(Type name) (Signature)
Chairperson (Curr. Comm.) _ / _ / 20

(Type name) (Signature)
College/School Dean  _ / _ / 20

(Type name) (Signature)

Submit one original form. Attach one copy of the course justification and a draft of the course syllabus reflecting any changes requested in this 
Proposal for a Course Change. The syllabus should include the course description, objectives, learning outcomes, major topics, and textbooks. 
Where applicable, please ensure that the changes you are requesting are included in the syllabus and supporting documentation. 

Faculty Senate /2 2

b. New Abbreviated course Title (for computer class schedules, transcripts)

LIMITED TO 25 Characters (including spaces)5a.

New 
Alpha
Prefix 

New
1st
Digit

New 
Last 3
Digits

Change 
“C”-lec-lab

“L”-Lab

5b. Change Credit Hours: From To

School/College 

Asian Studies Program

ASN 5 213 1-3

Asian Studies Colloquium

1 1 24

Graduate students will develop applied knowledge of various aspects of Asian culture as well as Asia's role in
contemporary world affairs. May be repeated for credit when content changes.

Course reclassified to count for credit more than once when content changes.

Steven Heine 12 16 22

heines@fiu.edu (305) 348-1914

Steven Heine 12 16 22

Steven Heine

Shlomi Dinar

Steven J. Green School of International and Public Aff

N/A

N/A

✔

✔



Asian Studies Program 
Florida International University 

MMC, SIPA 512, Miami, Florida 33199 

(305) 348-1914 | asian@fiu.edu

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

CURRICULUM COMMMITEE/FACUTLY SENATE

STEVEN HEINE, PROFESSOR AND DIRECTOR

ASIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

JUSTIFICATION FOR ASN 5213 COURSE CHANGE

DECEMBER 16, 2022

The Asian Studies Program requests to reclassify the course ASN 5213 Asian Studies Colloquium to be 
counted more than once for credit. Some of our Asian Studies M.A. students have recently experienced 
transcript issues as a result of this course not counting towards the total number of credits needed for 
graduation (after taking it twice in different semesters), even though the content of the course was different 
each time.

As Director of the Program, I use the Colloquium class to lead the students through a combination of 
independent research and curriculum, which is changed every semester, to be able to complete their 
Master’s Essay, which is the major academic project that is necessary for graduation. 

Below is the new catalog description, which now includes the wording "May be repeated for credit when 
content changes."

ASN 5213 – Asian Studies Colloquium 
Graduate students will develop applied knowledge of various aspects of Asian culture as well as 

Asia's role in contemporary world affairs. May be repeated for credit when content changes.

Thank you. 

mecharre
Stamp



ASN 5213 Asian Studies Colloquium 

Asian Studies Program, SIPA 512

Course Description 

This Asian Studies Colloquium provides an opportunity for graduate students to develop advanced and 

applied knowledge of various aspects of Asian traditional culture as well as Asia’s role in contemporary 

world affairs. The course covers six main topics integral to understanding the field of Asian Studies by 

using multiple pedagogical methods, including lectures, in-class discussions, documentary and movie 

screening, guest speakers, and student presentations. The Asian Studies Colloquium enables students to 

gain critical interdisciplinary perspectives of several important topics related to Asian societies. Through 

graduate student led discussions of weekly reading, this course provides opportunities for development 

of leadership and collaboration skills as well as the continued development of a critical analysis of 

historic and contemporary events in Asia and beyond. Students are required to read material carefully, 

attend classes, and actively participate in class activities. 

Course Objectives 

Through an interdisciplinary approach, this course seeks to give graduate students an opportunity to 

explore and analyze the varying aspects of historic and modern society, politics, and the arts and culture 

of Asia. This colloquium course will: 

 Expose students to various origins of the thought processes in East Asia.

 Enable students to synthesize and evaluate different interpretations of prevailing world conditions

associated with interrelated local, global, international and intercultural issues, trends and/or

systems in East Asia.

 Build on existing world views to create a comprehensive global view and understanding of

diverse cultural and political issues in Asia.

 Utilize the above-outlined studies to promote higher-order thinking to engage graduate students in

his/her continued development as a global citizen.

Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of this course, students are expected to: 

 Gain knowledge of Asian civilization from traditional and contemporary perspectives.

 Gain an understanding of Asian cultural expressions.

 Understand how processes of globalization are affecting contemporary Asian societies.

 Understand Asia’s position and role in global society.

Course Textbook (to be supplemented with additional readings) 

Borthwick, Mark. Pacific Century: The Emergence of Modern Pacific Asia. Boulder, CO: Westview 

Press. 2007. 

Murphey, Rhoads.  East Asia: A New History, (Fifth Ed.).  New York, London:  Pearson Longman 

Education. 2007. 

Assignments 

Weekly Reading Summaries & Class Discussions: 

Each week, graduate students will be required to write a one- to two-page summary of the weekly 

readings as well as lead one or two class discussions based on one of the assigned weekly readings. When 



leading discussions, graduate students will need to formulate questions about or issues in the readings that 

will stimulate ideas, discussion, and debate among his/her peers. Student may be creative with this (using 

quizzes, games, visuals, etc.) but remember this is a discussion, not a presentation.  

Oral Presentation: 

Graduate students will be required to give a brief oral presentation (10 to 15 minutes) on their term paper 

using presentation software (PowerPoint, Keynote, etc.) and other visual aids. 

Term Paper: 

The term paper will be a literature review paper/proposal developed around a topic of your interest. 

Graduate students will use scholarly sources to develop a theoretically organized review of major research 

on a specific research question. Then describe a potential original research project that contributes to the 

research literature on this topic. The paper is to be between 8 to 10 pages, not including references. 

Students should use at least 10 scholarly references.  

Course Semester Outline/Major Topics (Content to be determined by instructor)

Weeks 1 & 2 – Academic Studies of Asia 

Approaches to Research and Scholarship 

Chapters 1 & 2 in Pacific Century 

Chapters 1 & 2 in East Asia: A New History 

Weeks 3 & 4 – Asian Cultural Expression 

Elite and Popular Levels of Learning 

Chapters 3 & 4 in Pacific Century 

Chapters 3 & 4 in East Asia: A New History 

Weeks 5 & 6 – Traditional Arts: Calligraphy & Drawing 

Demonstrations of Techniques 

Chapters 5 & 6 in East Asia: A New History 

Weeks 7 & 8 – Current Leadership Issues 

Personalities and Policies 

Chapter 13 in Pacific Century 

Chapters 7 & 8 in East Asia: A New History 

Weeks 9 & 10 – Recent Societal Changes 

Role of Urbanization in Relation to Nature 

Chapters 6 & 7 in Pacific Century 

Chapters 9 & 10 in East Asia: A New History 

Weeks 11 & 12 – Current Societal Challenges 

Natural Disasters and Social Disorder 

Chapter 8 & 9 in Pacific Century 

Chapters 11 & 12 in East Asia: A New History 

Weeks 13 & 14 – New Developments in World Affairs 

Cultural and Commercial Exchanges 

Chapters 10 & 11 in Pacific Century 

Chapters 13 & 14 in East Asia: A New History 



Course Grading Distribution 

Attendance & Class Participation 15% 

Weekly Reading Summaries & Discussions 25% 

Oral Presentation 25% 

Final Term Paper 35% 

*Extra Credit opportunities may come up during the semester (i.e. Lectures and Events pertaining to East

Asia)

Grading Scale 

A 94-100 A- 90-93

B+ 87-89 B 84-86 B- 80-83

C+ 77-79 C 74-76 C- 70-73

D+ 67-69 D 64-66 D- 60-63

F 0-59 

Course Policies and Rules 

I. Attendance and Class Participation

It is important for students to attend class in order to be successful in this course. If a student arrives late 

or leaves early it is both disruptive to the lecturer and students alike. Class participation is required and is 

necessary to achieve an “A” in this course. Student input is important and vital in receiving a university 

education. Class participation is meant to challenge students to think deeply and critically, so dialogue is 

highly encouraged. Graduate students are to do all assigned readings prior to class and should be prepared 

to participate and/or lead discussions in class as well as be prepared to ask questions about the material. 

II. Classroom Etiquette & Rules

If a laptop is open then it must be used solely for note taking purposes. The instructor will ask a student to 

put it away if it is being used for purposes not relating to East Asia. Cell phones must be put on silent 

inside the classroom. Please refrain from using cell phones during class for any reason. Reasons include 

phone calls, games, Internet browsing, text messaging, etc. It is also asked that students refrain from 

eating large meals in class. In addition, talking and passing notes noted in class between students is 

prohibited. Any communication will take place during classroom discussion sessions. 

III. Plagiarism

Plagiarism is defined as “theft,” and will not be tolerated. Plagiarism, in forms some students may not be 

aware of may include: 

1) A written work that is entirely stolen from another source.

2) Using quotations from source without proper citation.

3) Paraphrasing from a source without proper citation.

Students are expected to understand the definition of plagiarism. To view the University Code 

of Academic Integrity please visit:  https://library.fiu.edu/plagiarism.

http://www.fiu.edu/~oabp/misconductweb/2codeofacainteg.htm
http://www.fiu.edu/~oabp/misconductweb/2codeofacainteg.htm
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