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Department of Politics and IR, SIPA 
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Spring Semester 2023 

Mon, 11:00 am – 12:15 pm, PC 331 
TA: Abdulrazik Mohamed 

TA email: amoha137@fiu.edu 
 

International Humanitarian Law  

This course provides an introduction to the principles and practice of the law of armed conflict.  
Despite claims that, in the words of Cicero, “in times of war, the law falls silent,” war has long 
been a highly legalized form of violence. International rules, norms and ideas of justice structure 
nearly all aspects of war even as new technologies and forms of violence pose a challenge to the 
effort to preserve humanity in the face of organized violence. In this course, we will explore the 
past, present and future of the international rules governing war. In the first section, we will 
examine the principles of jus ad bellum which govern the move to war and ask how those 
principles may be changing in response to humanitarian emergencies and transnational terrorism. 
In the second section, we examine the principles of jus in bello which govern the conduct of war, 
exploring the rules related to weapons prohibitions, prisoners of war, and civilian protections. In 
the third section, we turn to the practice of international humanitarian law, surveying the various 
practices that have been developed to promote and enforce these rules. Throughout the course, 
we will focus on the balance between military necessity and humanitarianism in the laws of war 
and how that balance is being re-negotiated in response to new technologies and forms of 
violence in the international system. 

Requirements 
Attendance: This course is a hybrid course which means that some of the course content will 
be delivered online and some of course content will be delivered in-person. Our in-person classes 
are scheduled to meet on Mondays, from 11:00 – 12:15 am in PC (Charles Perry) 331. 
Attendance at these in-person class meetings is required for the course and will be recorded.  
Students may miss two unexcused class without penalty, and excused absences (i.e., those that 
are excused due to medical reasons or family emergencies and accompanied by the appropriate 
documentation) do not count against those two. Arriving more than 15 minutes late to class will 
NOT count as an attendance.  For every class session missed beyond the two allotted, the student 
will lose 1 point off their final grade.  This can mean the difference between an A- and a B+, 
and multiple unexcused absences can severely lower your grade for the course. You cannot pass 
this class unless you attend the in-person sessions regularly. 
 
Readings: Students are responsible for the readings listed on the syllabus.  All the readings are 
either drawn from the assigned book for the course or are available online through Canvas.  
Students are expected to have read and digested them before coming to class. 
 

mailto:jooates@fiu.edu
mailto:amoha137@fiu.edu


2 
 

Our primary text will be International Humanitarian Law: A Comprehensive Introduction which 
is freely available from the International Committee of the Red Cross. It is posted on the Canvas 
website and is referred to in the syllabus as “IHL Handbook.” There are no books you are 
required to purchase for this course. 
 
Papers: There will be two paper assignments during the semester.  They will be around 1,500 
words in length (between 5-7 pages), and you will compose them in response to a prompt that I 
will distribute to you 10 days beforehand (no outside research is required for these papers).  The 
papers are due on the following dates: 
 
1st paper assignment due: Monday, February 20, at 11:59 pm 
2nd paper assignment due: Monday, March 20, at 11:59 pm 
 
You have the option of re-writing ONE of your papers after you receive your grade provided it 
meets the qualifying criteria in order to improve your grade by a maximum of 10 points. 

Presentations: Students will produce a presentation on an issue related to international 
humanitarian law that I will provide them. This presentation will be delivered to the class in the 
last two weeks of the semester.  The presentations should be around 15 minutes in total. You also 
must provide a two-page memo submitted through Canvas ahead of time which details the 
information you are going to deliver in your presentation. I will provide some sources to help 
you. The memo is worth 50% of your presentation grade, and the in-class presentation is worth 
50% of your grade. 

Reading Quizzes: There will be 10 reading quizzes throughout the semester administered 
through the Canvas website that will be short tests of your knowledge of the assigned readings 
for the week.  The reading quiz will become active on Sunday, and you will have until the 
following Saturday at 11:59 p.m. to complete it.  
 
Lecture Quizzes: There will be a quiz conducted through Playposit for each lecture you 
watch. The quiz questions will pop up automatically during the lecture (which is pre-recorded 
and will be viewed through Canvas) at irregular intervals, and you can attempt each question 
twice (and rewind the video if needed). But you cannot fast-forward through the lecture to get to 
the questions. These quizzes must be completed by 10:30 am on Monday (a half-hour before 
our class) each week. 
 
Grading:  Students will be evaluated according to their grasp of the different theories and 
concepts discussed in class and their ability to use this knowledge to think critically about the 
themes covered in the course. The relevant weight of each grade item are as follows: 

• Reading Quizzes:  15% 
• Lecture Playposit Quizzes: 15% 
• First Writing Assignment: 25% 
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• Second Writing Assignment: 25% 
• Presentations: 20% 

Course Objectives 
• Students will gain understanding of the basic principles that underlie the laws of war, 
including jus ad bellum and jus in bello rules.   

• Students will gain an understanding of the international rules of war that apply to 
different types of conflict and the variety of practices that have been developed to promote 
compliance with those rules 

• Students will develop an appreciation for key debates in contemporary laws of war, such 
as the legitimacy of humanitarian intervention, the prohibition of nuclear weapons, and the 
prohibition of newly emerging weapons systems.  

Student Learning Outcomes 
• Students will be able to identify the legal rules and principles that govern the conduct of 
war in international relations. 

• When presented with a scenario involving a possible violation of international 
humanitarian laws, students will be able to determine what rules apply to the scenario and their 
associated obligations.  

• Students will be able to identify the multiple and often competing interests and values 
that shape the creation of international humanitarian law and its enforcement. 

• Students will be able to identify the different arguments that define key debates in 
contemporary laws of war and develop and defend a position within that debate. 

Accessibility and Accommodation 

The Disability Resource Center collaborates with students, faculty, staff, and community 
members to create diverse learning environments that are usable, equitable, inclusive and 
sustainable. The DRC provides FIU students with disabilities the necessary support to 
successfully complete their education and participate in activities available to all students. If you 
have a diagnosed disability and plan to utilize academic accommodations, please contact the 
Center at 305-348-3532 or visit them at the Graham Center GC 190. 

Please visit our ADA Compliance webpage for information about accessibility involving the 
tools used in this course. 
 
Please visit the LMS Accessibility webpage for more information: Canvas 

For additional assistance please contact FIU's Disability Resource Center. 

http://online.fiu.edu/app/webroot/html/blackboardlearn/mastertemplate/accessibility/
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2061
http://drc.fiu.edu/
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Academic Misconduct Statement 

Florida International University is a community dedicated to generating and imparting 
knowledge through excellent teaching and research, the rigorous and respectful exchange of 
ideas and community service. All students should respect the right of others to have an equitable 
opportunity to learn and honestly to demonstrate the quality of their learning. Therefore, all 
students are expected to adhere to a standard of academic conduct, which demonstrates respect 
for themselves, their fellow students, and the educational mission of the University. All students 
are deemed by the University to understand that if they are found responsible for academic 
misconduct, they will be subject to the Academic Misconduct procedures and sanctions, as 
outlined in the Student Handbook. 

Academic Misconduct includes: Cheating – The unauthorized use of books, notes, aids, 
electronic sources; or assistance from another person with respect to examinations, course 
assignments, field service reports, class recitations; or the unauthorized possession of 
examination papers or course materials, whether originally authorized or not. Plagiarism – The 
use and appropriation of another’s work without any indication of the source and the 
representation of such work as the student’s own. Any student who fails to give credit for ideas, 
expressions or materials taken from another source, including internet sources, is responsible for 
plagiarism. 

Learn more about the academic integrity policies and procedures as well as student resources that 
can help you prepare for a successful semester. 

 
 

Course Schedule 

Week 1: Monday January 9 – Saturday, January 14 
Introduction to International Law 

Lectures to watch on Canvas: 
• What is International Law? 
• How Does International Law Work? 

Things to do in class on January 9: 
• We will do introductions, go over the course syllabus and requirements, and discuss 

international law 

Readings: 

• World 101 “What is International Law” from the Council on Foreign Relations. 
Available at: https://world101.cfr.org/how-world-works-and-sometimes-doesnt/global-
governance/what-international-law  

• Recommended (not required): Hakimi, M. (2020). “Why Should We Care about 
International Law.” Michigan Law Review, 118(6), 1283-1306. 

http://online.fiu.edu/student/resources/policies.php
http://online.fiu.edu/student/resources/academic-integrity-resources.php
https://world101.cfr.org/how-world-works-and-sometimes-doesnt/global-governance/what-international-law
https://world101.cfr.org/how-world-works-and-sometimes-doesnt/global-governance/what-international-law
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Week 2: Sunday, January 15 – Saturday, January 21 
 History and core concepts of the Law of Armed Conflict 

Lectures to watch on Canvas: 
• Core Concepts and Tensions in the Laws of War 
• The Historical Context of IHL 

Things to do in class on January 16: 
• We will discuss some of the core tensions in the laws of war and explore why we 

have laws of war and what purpose they serve 

Readings: 

• IHL handbook, Chapter 1, pages 15-48 
• Canvas: Henry Dunant. A Memory of Solferino, excerpt 

 

Section I: Jus Ad Bellum 

Week 3: Sunday, January 22 – Saturday, January 28 
The Principles of Jus Ad Bellum (reading quiz # 1) 

 
Lectures to watch on Canvas: 

• Outlawing War 
• Jus Ad Bellum Rules, or When is the Move to War Permissible? 
• Enforcing Jus Ad Bellum Rules 

Things to do in class on January 23: 
• We will go over some scenarios to clarify jus ad bellum rules 

Readings (reading quiz # 1 due by Saturday, 11:59 pm this week): 
• Canvas: Oona Hathaway and Jacob Shapiro. The Long Read: Making War Illegal.”  The 

Guardian, September 14, 2017. (10 pages) 
• Canvas: Ian Hurd. 2017.  “The Permissive Power of the Ban on War.” European Journal 

of International Security, 2(1). (18 pages – difficult) 
• Canvas: Excerpt from The Internationalists by Hathaway and Shapiro, pages 390-394. (4 

pages) 

Week 4: Sunday, January 29 – Saturday, February 4 
The Practice of Jus Ad Bellum (reading quiz # 2) 

Lectures  
• Preventive War 
• Self-Defense against Non-State Actors 
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• Cyber-attacks 

Things to do in class on January 30: 
• We will discuss how jus ad bellum rules might be adapted to deal with new 

technologies and political developments like transnational terrorism and cyber-attacks 

Readings (reading quiz # 2 due by Saturday, 11:59 pm this week): 
• Canvas: Neta Crawford. 2003. “The Slippery Slope to Preventive War.” Ethics and Int’l 

Affairs, Vol. 17, No. 1. (9 pages) 
• Canvas: Brian Cuddy.  “Was it Legal for the US to Bomb Cambodia?”  The New York 

Times Opinion section, December 12, 2017. (4 pages)  
• Canvas: Priyanka Dev.  2015. “Use of Force” and “Armed Attack” Thresholds in Cyber 

Conflict.”  Texas International Law Journal. (21 pages – difficult) 

Week 5: Sunday, February 5 – Saturday, February 11 
Humanitarian Intervention (reading quiz # 3) 

Lectures 
• Humanitarian Intervention 
• The Responsibility to Protect Doctrine 

Things to do in class on February 6: 
• We will be discussing the practice of humanitarian intervention and the R2P doctrine 

Readings (reading quiz # 3 due by Saturday, 11:59 pm this week): 
• Canvas: Holzgrefe, J. L. & Keohane, Robert.  2003. Humanitarian Intervention: Ethical, 

Legal and Political Dilemmas.  Cambridge Univ. Press, pp. 36-49. (15 pages) 
• Canvas: “The Responsibility to Protect Background Note” from the UN. (4 pages) 
• Canvas: Louis Henkin. 1999. “Kosovo and the Law of ‘Humanitarian Intervention.” 

American Journal of International Law, Vol. 93, No. 4.  (5 pages - difficult). 
• Canvas: Mary Ellen O’Connell. 2010.  “Responsibility to Peace: A Critique of R2P.”  

Journal of Intervention and Statebuilding. (10 pages) 

First Writing Assignment Prompt distributed 

 
Section II: Jus in Bello 

Week 6: Sunday, February 12 – Saturday, February 18 
Sources and Origins of Int’l Humanitarian Law (reading quiz # 4) 

Lectures 
• The Sources of International Humanitarian Law 
• International and Non-International Armed Conflicts 
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• Perfidy and Other Illegal Methods of Warfare 

Things to do in class on February 13: 
• We will review various scenarios (some hypothetical, others real) to clarify some of 

the rules related to combatant status and illegal methods of war 

Readings (reading quiz # 4 due by Saturday, 11:59 pm this week): 
• IHL Handbook, Chapter 2  
• IHL Handbook, Chapter 3, pp. 104-109 

Week 7: Sunday, February 19 – Saturday, February 25 
Weapons Prohibitions (reading quiz # 5) 

First paper Due on Monday, February 20 at 11:59 p.m. 

Lectures 
• Prohibited Means of War 
• Disputed Means of War: Nuclear weapons and others 
• Autonomous weapons 

Things to do in class on February 20: 
• We will engage the debate on whether nuclear weapons and/or autonomous weapons 

should be banned 

Readings (reading quiz # 5 due by Saturday, 11:59 pm this week): 
• IHL Handbook, Chapter 3, pp. 109-124 
• Canvas: Nina Tannenwald. 2018. “The Vanishing Nuclear Taboo?” Foreign Affairs, pp. 

16-24. 
• Canvas: Statement by the ICRC on autonomous weapons 

Spring Break: Monday, February 27 – Friday, March 3 

Week 8: Sunday, March 5 – Saturday, March 11 
The Wounded, POWs and Detainees (reading quiz # 6) 

Lectures 
• The Sick and Wounded 
• Combatants, Non-Combatants and POWs 
• Treatment of Detainees 

Things to do in class on March 6: 
• We will go through some scenarios to help clarify the rules related to detainees, 

POWs and the sick and wounded 
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Readings (reading quiz # 6 due by Saturday, 11:59 pm this week): 
• Textbook, Chapter 4 
• Textbook, Chapter 5 
• Canvas: Andrew Sullivan.  “Atrocities in Plain Sight.” New York Times Book Review (16 

pages) 

Second Writing Assignment Prompt Distributed 

Week 9: Sunday, March 12 – Saturday, March 18 
Civilian Protections (reading quiz # 7) 

Lectures: 
• Targeting and Civilian Protections 
• Civilian Protections in Current Conflicts 

Things to do in class on March 13: 
• We will go through some scenarios to help clarify the rules related to civilian protections 

Readings (reading quiz # 7 due by Saturday, 11:59 pm this week): 
• Textbook, Chapter 3, pages, 80-104 
• Canvas: Marcus Schulkze. 2017. “The Unintended Consequences of War.” International 

Studies Perspectives, Vol. 18. (15 pages – difficult) 
• Canvas: The New York Times.  “The Uncounted” 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/11/16/magazine/uncounted-civilian-
casualties-iraq-airstrikes.html?_r=2  

 

Section III: International Humanitarian Law in Practice 

Week 10: Sunday, March 19 – Saturday, March 25 
Enforcing IHL I: States and Military Training (reading quiz # 8) 
Second Paper Assignment Due Monday, March 20 at 11:59 pm 

Lectures: 
• Enforcing IHL 
• Compliance with IHL, or Do the Geneva Conventions Work? 

Things to do in class on March 13: 
• We will discuss the various challenges that confront the effort to ensure compliance 

with IHL during an armed conflict 

Readings (reading quiz # 8 due by Saturday, 11:59 pm this week): 
• Canvas: ICRC “People on War 2016 Report” summary 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/11/16/magazine/uncounted-civilian-casualties-iraq-airstrikes.html?_r=2
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/11/16/magazine/uncounted-civilian-casualties-iraq-airstrikes.html?_r=2
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• Canvas: Colin Kahl. “How We Fight.”  Foreign Affairs, Nov/Dec 2006. (10 pages) 
• Canvas: Eric Heinze and Rhiannon Nielsen. 2020. “Limited Force and the Return of 

Reprisals in the Law of Armed Conflict.” Ethics and International Affairs, Volume 34, 
No. 2 (12 pages) 

Week 11: Sunday, March 26 – Saturday, April 1 
Enforcing IHL II: The Red Cross, IOs and NGOs (reading quiz # 9) 

Lectures: 
• The International Committee of the Red Cross 
• IOs and NGOs: The OPCW and Geneva Call 

Things to do in class on March 27: 
• We will discuss the various challenges the ICRC faces in its efforts to monitor POW 

treatment and promote compliance with the laws of war 

Readings (reading quiz # 9 due by Saturday, 11:59 pm this week): 
• IHL Handbook, Chapter 8 
• Watch Panorama: The ICRC in Action Worldwide (13 minutes)  
• CANVAS: Pascal Bongard and Jonathan Somer.  2011. “Monitoring armed non-state 

actor compliance with humanitarian norms.” International Review of the Red Cross, Vol. 
98, No. 883, pp. 673-706. (35 pages – difficult) 

Week 12: Sunday, April 2 – Saturday, April 8 
International Criminal Law and the International Criminal Court (ICC) 

(reading quiz # 10) 
Lectures: 

• International Criminal Law 
• The Law and Structure of the International Criminal Court (ICC) 
• The Politics of the ICC 

Things to do in class on April 3: 
• We will focus our discussion on a few of the controversies surrounding the ICC 

Readings (reading quiz # 10 due by Saturday, 11:59 pm this week): 
• IHL Handbook, pages 295-7. 
• Canvas: Kirsten Ainley. 2011. The International Criminal Court on Trial. Cambridge 

Review of International Affairs 24 (3), pp. 309–33. 
• Canvas: David Forsythe. 2002. “The United States and International Criminal 

Justice.” Human Rights Quarterly. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBRKo_PbqZI
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Pascal%20Bongard&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Jonathan%20Somer&eventCode=SE-AU
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Week 13: Sunday, April 9 – Saturday, April 15 
Research Presentations Part I 

Things to do in class on April 10: The first group of students will deliver their presentations 

Week 14: Sunday, April 16 – Saturday, April 22 
Research Presentations Part II 

Things to do in class on April 17: The second group of students will deliver their presentations  
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