






OLD 
 
Applied Social Science Research Methods  
Richard Tardanico, Global and Sociocultural 
Studies 
Derrick Scott, Global and Sociocultural Studies 
Sarah Mahler, Global and Sociocultural Studies 
Katherine Lineberger, Global and Sociocultural 
Studies  
The certificate in Applied Social Research Methods 
prepares students to perform a wide array of 
research design, data collection, and data analysis 
methods. The certificate program focuses on both 
the theory and practical application of these 
qualitative and quantitative research methods. 
These prepare students (1] to continue their 
education into graduate/professional school and/or 
(2) for students seeking solid skills for jobs that 
require knowledge and use of statistical, survey, 
GIS, and other research methods. This certificate 
program is open to degree-seeking students only. 
 
Prerequisite: 
Students entering the certificate program are 
required to have completed one (1) of the following 
courses with a grade of C or better 
GEO 3110       Research Methods 
SYA 3300        Research Methods 
 
Core Required:  
A minimum of three (3) of the following courses (9 
credits): 
SYA 3400  Introduction to Quantitative Social 

Research 
ANT 3497  Introduction to Qualitative Research 

Methods 
GIS 3043  Introduction to Geographical 

Information Systems 
GIS 3048  Applications of Geographical 

Information Systems  
SYA 4352  Geographical Information Systems 

and Social Research 
 
Electives:  
Three to six (3-6) credit hours of research methods 
outside/inside the Department of GSS, approved by 
the GSS advisor. 
SYA 4905  Directed Individual Study (Research 

Project)  

NEW 
 
Applied Social Science Research Methods  
Qing Lai, Director, Global and Sociocultural 
Studies 
Richard Tardanico, Global and Sociocultural 
Studies 
Derrick Scott, Global and Sociocultural Studies 
Sarah Mahler, Global and Sociocultural Studies 
Katherine Lineberger, Global and Sociocultural 
Studies 
Nelson Varas Diaz, Global and Sociocultural 
Studies 
 
Applied social research skills—surveys, media 
analysis, digital mapping, data management and 
analysis, and more—are increasingly vital to career 
options as well for graduate and professional 
training in diverse fields. Non-profits, social service, 
government, education, healthcare, environment, 
disaster management, law, and business: these 
and other fields revolve around diverse kinds of 
data collection, analysis, and application. This 
undergraduate certificate provides students with a 
strong and balanced foundation upon which to 
pursue these opportunities. 
 
Prerequisite: 
Students entering the certificate program are 
required to have completed one (1) of the following 
courses with a grade of C or better 
GEO 3110       Research Methods 
SYA 3300        Research Methods 
 
Core Required: (12 credits) 
A minimum of three (3) of the following courses (9 
credits): 
SYA 3400  Introduction to Quantitative Social 

Research 
ANT 3497  Introduction to Qualitative Research 

Methods 
GIS 3043  Introduction to Geographical 

Information Systems 
GIS 3048  Applications of Geographical 

Information Systems  
SYA 4352  Geographical Information Systems 

and Social Research 
ANT 4XXX  Visual Methods in Social Science 

Research 
SYA 4450  Advanced Research Methods 



GEA 4905  Independent Study (Research 
Project) 

GEO 4905 Independent Study (Research 
Project) 

ANT 4905  Directed Individual Study (Research  
 Project)    
ANT 4915  Directed Field Research 
     18 Credit Hours 
 

 
Electives:  
Three to six (3-6) credit hours of research methods 
outside/inside the Department of GSS, approved by 
the GSS advisor. 
One of the following courses with prior approval of 
the certificate program director: (3 credits) 
A 3000-4000-level research methods course 
offered outside the GSS department 
GIS 3048  Applications of Geographical 

Information Systems 
SYA 4905  Directed Individual Study (Research 

Project)  
GEA 4905  Independent Study (Research 

Project) 
GEO 4905 Independent Study (Research 

Project) 
ANT 4905  Directed Individual Study (Research  
 Project)    
ANT 4915  Directed Field Research 
SYA 4939  Internship 
     18 Credit Hours 
 

 
 
Rationale for Change 
 
The Certificate in Applied Social Science Research Methods (CASSRM) was created and 
approved in 2018, but for bureaucratic reasons (catalog omissions, personnel changes) was not 
implemented. Thus far no students have been enrolled. In reviewing the certificate earlier this 
year, the GSS Undergraduate Program Committee decided that significant changes to the 
original program structure were warranted. There were two principal motivations for that 
decision 

• we believed that the CASSRM was insufficiently differentiated from the Certificate in 
Applied GIS Methods, which has been functioning for a few years now and has proven 
popular among students; and 

• we thought that the certificate could be substantially strengthened in terms of the skills 
and knowledge that students would gain by requiring additional specific methods 
courses offered by the department. 

 
Thus the proposed core of the revised program consists of two quantitative methods courses 
(SYA 4300 and SYA 4450, a two-course sequence that will, among other outcomes, train 
students in survey data collection and analysis) and two qualitative methods courses (in 
addition to ethnographic methods training, a newly created Visual Methods course will provide 
training in documentary film, Photo-Voice, and community-based participatory research). 
 



The additional 3-credit elective course will preserve flexibility in the curriculum, including the 
option of including a methods course from outside the GSS department, individual independent 
research, or a research-related internship.  We are also anticipating the creation of additional 
methods courses that might offer additional specialization options in the future. 
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