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New Major Proposal 

Department of Global and Sociocultural Studies 
The Steven J. Green School of International and Public Affairs 

November 1, 2020 

  

B.A. in Global Studies, Major in Geography 

I. Major Description 

The geography major in Global Studies will follow and eventually replace the current 
major in Geography. It preserves the core disciplinary elements of that major but is now 
reset within the Global Studies framework and a more focused engagement with the 
department’s other disciplines of anthropology and sociology. The major, 30 credits in 
all, requires a 3-credit introductory course (IDS 3315 Gaining Global Perspectives), a 9-
credit program core (one course from each of the three disciplines), a 9-credit major 
core focused on geography theory and methods, and a 9-credit elective component 
(two courses from geography and one course from the other two disciplines). 

II. Rationale for new major 

The rationale for the new major is based on the Department of Global and Sociocultural 
Studies’ decision to restructure its undergraduate degree program under a single B.A. in 
Global Studies, with a common program core and more focused integration across the 
three disciplines while preserving a strong disciplinary core within each of them. The 
geography major’s rationale and relevance are thus the same as the existing and long-
established B.A. in Geography, which it will eventually replace. Enrollment in the 
Geography B.A. has declined in recent years (e.g., from 20 in Fall 2015 to 15 in Fall 
2019), but the department expects a significant increase in enrollment as a result of a 
more focused structure of the major within Global Studies, the reduction in major 
requirements from 33 to 30 credits, and the increased attractiveness of second majors 
in geography. 

III. Impact of this major on other units 

The impact of the new major should be negligible on other units at FIU, given its clear 
identity with current programs of the Department of Global and Sociocultural Studies. 

IV. Required Courses 
Intro to Major (3 credit hours)  
IDS 3315 Gaining Global Perspectives – GL 3 

Core Courses (9 credit hours)  



ANT 3212 World Ethnographies – GL 3 
GEO 3001 Geography of Global Change – GL 3 
SYP 3456 Societies in the World – GL3  

Theory (3 credit hours)  
(one of the following) 
GEO 3421 Cultural Geography - 3 
GEO 3471 Political Geography - 3 
GEO 3502 Economic Geography - 3  
 
Methods (6 credit hours)  
SYA 3300 Research Methods - 3  
GIS 3048 Applications of Geographic Information Systems - 3 
 
Disciplinary Upper Division Electives (6 credit hours) 
Two additional upper-division geography courses (GEA/GEO) 

Other Upper Division Electives (3 credit hours) 
One additional upper-division anthropology (ANT) course; or one additional upper-
division sociology course (SYA/SYD/SYG/SYO/SYP) 

V. The structure of the New Major follows the Board of Governors Policy for New Degree 
Program Authorization. 

VI. The four proposed majors within the BA degree in Global Studies share 40-50% of 
common core or prerequisite courses, thus meeting the 15% minimum required to 
comply with BOG Policy on degree structures. 

VII. Resources Required: Faculty, Library, Facilities including laboratories 

The necessary faculty, library resources and facilities are already in place. 

VIII. Budget requirements 

The necessary budget resources are already in place. 

IX. Proposed Catalog Copy 

Attached 

  



Bachelor of Arts in Global Studies  
 
Degree Program Hours 120  
 
Global Studies is the interdisciplinary study of the interconnections among cultural, political, 
economic, and ecological dimensions of social life in an age of globalization. The program 
allows students the opportunity to understand these processes by exploring and integrating 
subjects usually taught in disciplinary isolation. The curriculum provides rigorous theoretical 
and methodological training in social science appropriate to the changing global workforce 
of the 21st century. Students enrolling in Global Studies select one of the following majors: 
Anthropology, Geography, Sociology, or Interdisciplinary and Area Studies. The 
Anthropology, Geography, and Sociology majors offer strong disciplinary training in a 
comparative global context. The Interdisciplinary and Area Studies major follows the Global 
Studies curriculum while drawing from courses offered by the other departments in the 
Green School of International and Public Affairs to develop additional expertise in specific 
social science themes and world areas.  
 
Lower Division Preparation  
 
Students admitted to the university are directly admitted to their chosen major. Students are 
expected to make adequate progress based on critical indicators such as GPA in specific 
courses or credits earned. In cases where students are not making adequate progress, a 
change of major may be required. Advisors will redirect students to more appropriate majors 
when critical indicators are not actualized.  
 
Minimum of 48 upper division credits  
 
 
Major in Geography 
 
Major Requirements: 30 hours  
 
3 hours Introduction to Major  
9 hours Program Core Courses  
3 hours Theory  
6 hours Methods  
6 hours Disciplinary Upper Division Electives  
3 hours Other Upper Division Electives  
 
Course Requirements 
 
Intro to Major (3 credit hours)  
IDS 3315 Gaining Global Perspectives – GL 3 
 
Core Courses (9 credit hours)  
ANT 3212 World Ethnographies – GL 3 
GEO 3001 Geography of Global Change – GL 3 



SYP 3456 Societies in the World – GL3  
 
Theory (3 credit hours)  
(one of the following) 
GEO 3421 Cultural Geography - 3 
GEO 3471 Political Geography - 3 
GEO 3502 Economic Geography - 3  
 
Methods (6 credit hours)  
SYA 3300 Research Methods - 3  
GIS 3048 Applications of Geographic Information Systems - 3 
 
Disciplinary Upper Division Electives (6 credit hours) 
Two additional upper-division geography courses (GEA/GEO) 
 
Other Upper Division Electives (3 credit hours) 
One additional upper-division anthropology (ANT) course; or one additional upper-division 
sociology course (SYA/SYD/SYG/SYO/SYP) 
 

 


	2020_UG_Major_GS-Geography copy
	undergrad_major_new_checklists
	undergrad_major_new_form

	New major proposal--geography

	DivDept: Global and Sociocultural Studies


