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History of American Conservatism 
 

New Course Justification 
 

Lindsey B. Maxwell 
 

One of the most significant stories in modern American history is the rise of conservatism in 

the late twentieth century. Alan Brinkley noted with chagrin in 1994 that despite the 

movement’s impact on American culture and politics, its history had been neglected by 

historians.1 Since the turn of the century, scholars have scrutinized conservative currents with 

vigor and produced a bulging historiography of U.S. “conservatisms.” Yet at the end of the 

2010s, the question of “What does it mean to be conservative in America?” is as trying as never 

before, arguably, and elicits responses that range from “embracing family values and free 

market capitalism” to “tuning in to Rush Limbaugh.” While the meaning remains in flux, more 

Americans today identify as “conservative” than as “moderate” or “liberal.”2  This seminar 

invites students to study the ideological, political, and cultural leanings of a majority of the 

nation’s populace.  

The goal of History of American Conservatism is to introduce learners to the vibrant 

historiography of conservatism, the evolution of conservative thought in American society, and 

the multiple shapes and forms in which conservative culture has manifested during the 

twentieth century, from the nadir of conservative politics in the 1950s to the election of 

President Donald Trump. This course investigates the varied “conservatisms” that emerged 

under the “Grand Old Party’s” tent, where southern Republicans, urban workers, various 

immigrants, and white evangelicals congregated. It eschews a myopic focus on political theory 

to expand analysis to political culture, lived experiences, religious beliefs, communal 

traditions, media coverage, and social practices. The seminar encourages students to examine 

the culture wars of the 1990s and address issues of race, sexuality, gender, religion, and class 

within the conservative movement.  

The course subject offers a useful framework for honing essential skills of the historian’s craft 

and provides numerous occasions to practice historical methods and theory. Students will not 

only encounter recent scholarly publications and significant historical texts but also utilize 

magazines, films, media, and material items as sources. They will create a final research project 

based on their evaluation of diverse types of primary and secondary content. 

Accessible and relevant for FIU non-major students, this course complements our 

department’s current course offerings on modern social U.S. History and fills a persistent 

lacuna in the catalog as far as political and cultural topics are concerned. It will be taught as a 

Hybrid or HyFlex course to contribute to the diversification of upper-division course offerings.  

 
1 Alan Brinkley, "The Problem of American Conservatism." The American Historical Review 99, no. 2 (1994): 409-29. 
doi:10.2307/2167281. 
2 Gallop Poll, January 8th, 2019. https://news.gallup.com/poll/245813/leans-conservative-liberals-keep-recent-gains.aspx 



 

Course Syllabus 
History of American Conservatism 

   Fall 2021 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 Instructor: Dr. Lindsey B. Maxwell 

Phone: (305) 348-2328 

Office: GL 484 

Office Hours: TBA  

E-mail: LMaxwell@FIU.edu  

Class Meeting Time:  TBA 
Class Meeting Place:  TBA                   

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE 

More Americans today describe themselves as “conservative” than they do “moderate” or “liberal” – a feature of 
American political life that has remained unchanged for decades.1 What does this mean? Who is a conservative? Is 
there a consistent conservative identity in American history? What cultural, political, religious, and societal forces 
help make the United States a “center-right” nation? In recent years historians (including yours truly) have begun to 
seriously interrogate these questions. This course explores these questions and surveys the recent body of historical 
writing on the history of American conservatism.  This is not a course on political theory or ideology. Rather, in this 
course we will focus on the history of cultural conservatism: the ideas, beliefs, practices, peoples, and movements 
associated with conservatism in the United States. Organized by themes in a loosely chronological framework, this 
course traces the trajectory of the twentieth-century conservative ascendancy from its low-point in the 1950s to the 
present-day Trump presidency. We will grapple with the complexity of the movement by not only studying leaders 
within the movement and their seminal texts, but also through investigation of the movement’s rank-and-file and 
sources from the grassroots in order to learn more about why conservatism appealed to various Americans at 
different points in time. Ultimately, we will grapple with the question of whether the nation has actually become 
more or less conservative over time, and the degree to which our current political debates mark a fundamental 
transformation in American conservatism or are simply continuities from the past.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

In addition to receiving credit for passing this course, let us consider for a moment some very specific course objectives. 
Many of the skills you will develop in this course will help you in other contexts. 
 

• Understand the meaning and historical context of key terms such as liberal, conservative, progressive, 
libertarian, Left and Right. 

• Explain the major ideological divisions of the mid-twentieth century and how those divisions resulted in 
political coalitions that were crucial to the ascendancy of the conservative movement.  

• Recognize the major intellectual contributions to the “conservative canon” and demonstrate expertise on one 
work of conservative literature be writing an analytical book review.  

• Appreciate, critique, and deconstruct arguments by authors in a seminar-style discussion with peers. Debate 
and weigh the strengths and weaknesses of arguments in a respectful and engaged manner with peers. 

• Gather, organize, and evaluate primary and secondary sources for an annotated bibliography. 

• Analyze data and sources to create an evidence-based and thesis-driven final research project.  
 

 
ORGANIZATIONAL INFORMATION 

POLICIES 

 
1 Gallop Poll, January 8th, 2019. https://news.gallup.com/poll/245813/leans-conservative-liberals-keep-recent-gains.aspx 

mailto:LMaxwell@FIU.edu


Every course has organizational rules that apply to all students in the same fashion, and I will have to enforce them 
throughout the semester. 

Please review the general FIU Policies with care. The manual provides guidelines that apply to all FIU courses. 
Moreover, as a member of the FIU community you are expected to be familiar with the expectations outlined in the FIU 
Student Code of Conduct. 

A note on discourse in this class: As this course is on political culture, it is expected that there will be substantial 
differences in opinion and perspective in this class. University courses are all about exchanging thoughts, and it is 
natural that diverse people have different ideas. Therefore, please behave in a courteous and respectful manner 
towards one another. 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS AND ACCESSIBILITY 

One of the greatest barriers to completing an online course successfully is lack of basic computer literacy. Computer 
literacy refers to students’ ability to manage and organize computer files, and to use an operating system as well as 
programs competently and efficiently. Students enrolled in online courses need at least moderate computer skills. 

When you take a look around the Canvas course website you will find that FIU Online have dedicated several pages to 
technical requirements. Please consider their advice on Technical Requirements and Skills in particular, and take a 
look at the Canvas LMS Accessibility section. 

ACCOMMODATION 

As your professor I want you to do well and should you have documented need for special accommodations please go 
ahead and let FIU take care of it. To that end you have to go through the school’s central Disability Resource Center 
(DRC), which provides students with disabilities the necessary support to successfully complete their education and 
participate in activities that are open to everyone. The DRC coordinates with students, faculty, staff, and community 
members to create diverse, equitable, inclusive, and sustainable learning environments. If you would like to make use 
of their services, please visit their website, contact them by phone at (305) 348-3532, or drop by in person at GC 190.  

Semesters can feel long and exhausting and, well, “life” does happen. That is to say: Initiatives like Panthers Care as 
well as Counseling and Psychological Services do exist, and you should not hesitate to tap those resources if you feel 
that you may need support. 

On a related note: It is always easier to address developing issues in advance than to solve problems that have already 
yielded consequences. Therefore, I would like to encourage you to reach out as soon as you can foresee difficulties in 
meeting course requirements, particularly with regard to timely submission of assignments. Chances are that he can 
help you more effectively before any damage is done. 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT STATEMENT 

Higher education and the university depend on academic honesty of all involved, faculty and students. I am very 
serious about enforcing ethical standards.  

FIU provides comprehensive information on how to adhere to academic honesty and avoid academic misconduct. 
Please and by all means refresh your memory by reading up on Forms of Misconduct and Rules of Integrity. Please feel 
free to consult with me at any time something does not seem clear. 

Let us address two common issues here and now that FIU defines as follows:  

Cheating: The unauthorized use of books, notes, aids, electronic sources; or assistance from another person with 
respect to examinations, course assignments, field service reports, class recitations; or the unauthorized possession of 
examination papers or course materials, whether originally authorized or not.  

Plagiarism: The use and appropriation of another person’s work without any indication of the source and the 
representation of such work as the student’s own. Any student who fails to give credit for ideas, expressions or 
materials taken from another source, including internet sources, is responsible for plagiarism. 

https://online.fiu.edu/html/canvas/policies/
http://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/get-support/student-conduct-and-conflict-resolution/
http://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/get-support/student-conduct-and-conflict-resolution/
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/52307/pages/technical-requirements-and-skills
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2061
https://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/get-support/disability-resource-center/
https://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/get-support/panthers-care/
https://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/health-and-fitness/counseling-and-psychological-services/
https://online.fiu.edu/student/resources/policies.php
https://online.fiu.edu/student/resources/academic-integrity-resources.php


Academic honesty offenses provoke penalties that range from a “0” on the assignment to an “F” course grade. In this 
course, first offenses will result in a point grade of “0” on the assignment in question, and subsequent offenses will 
lead to an “F” on the course accompanied by a formal charge of academic misconduct to the university. There will be 
no exceptions to this rule, and no resubmissions of plagiarized assignments are allowed. 

COURSE PREREQUISITES 

There are no prerequisites to taking this course. 

COURSE MATERIALS 

 
Required:  
Title: From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich: Race in the Conservative Counterrevolution, 1963-1994 
Author: Dan T. Carter 
Publisher: Louisiana State University Press 
Year: 1996 
ISBN: 978-0-80714063-5 
 
Title: From Bible Belt to Sunbelt: Plain-Folk Religion, Grassroots Politics, and the Rise of Evangelical Conservatism 
Author:  Darren Dochuk 
Publisher: W. W. Norton & Company 
Year: 2012 
ISBN: 978-0393339048 
 
Title: A Pocket Guide to Writing in History  
Author: Mary Lynn Rampolla 
Publisher: Bedford/St. Martin's 
Year: 2017 (9th Edition) 
ISBN-13: 978-1319113025 
 
In addition, each week I will provide reading assignments including historical documents (primary sources) as well 
articles from scholarly journals and documentaries (secondary sources). I will make them available through Canvas, or 
provide advice on how to access them in physical or digital form elsewhere. Please remember: All assigned materials 
matter. You will need to reference them for assignments.  
 

COURSE DETAILS 
COURSE STRUCTURE 

This is a Hybrid course. We will meet once per week on Tuesdays for in-class lecture and discussion. The remainder of 
the week is comprised of asynchronous learning that takes place on Canvas online.  

COURSE COMMUNICATION 

We will communicate with each other through the messaging system of the Canvas course website. Barring 
unforeseen disruptions, I will respond to inquiries via Canvas within 24 hours during the week and within 48 hours 
during the weekends. It may take me longer than the response times given above to respond to email. 

In the interest of professional and respectful communication, please consider these guidelines for corresponding in a 
university setting. Moreover, please remember to be courteous and respectful in your interactions with classmates. 

ASSIGNMENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

1) Book Review (10%) 
 
To complete this assignment, choose any of the books from the “additional readings” sections and write a historically 
informed review of the monograph. This assignment allows you to practice your critical analysis of written 

https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2015/04/16/advice-students-so-they-dont-sound-silly-emails-essay


arguments, choose and organize evidence, and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of a position. See Canvas for 
prompts and rubrics for evaluation. 
 
2) Video Blog (Vlog) Assignment (10%) 
 
This is an assignment in the form of a video blog (vlog, for short). Each module (5 total), you will submit a short 
reflection on the readings and materials (approx. 5 min). I will provide a prompt as a launching point. The goal of 
the vlog is for you to reflect upon what you are learning in the course, and to what extent the discussions and 
readings in the course are challenging, modifying, or reaffirming your own thoughts about conservatism. Each vlog 
should include analysis of at least two sources, and you will be required to critically analyze the assumptions, biases, 
and messaging in each source. You will then compare these assumptions, biases, and messages to your own about 
the topic. Some weeks I may ask you to respond to current events, articles, and/or popular culture happenings that 
relate to the course discussions. See Canvas for prompts. These submissions are graded solely on completion of the 
assignment -- not on the thoughts of the individual.   

 
 

3) Participation and Discussion 30% 
 
Participation in this course involves being actively present and engaged in discussion every week. Students who show 
up to class every week but do not contribute to the class discussion in any meaningful way will earn a “D” for this part 
of the course grade. To be actively engaged you must show up to each class (whether online or in person) having 
completed the readings and assignments for that day and you must contribute to the class discussion. This can be done 
in a number of ways, including summarizing, appreciating, or critiquing the readings, or by helping to facilitate the 
discussion. You can also contribute by answering questions, sharing your thoughts, and making connections between 
the readings, lectures, discussions, and course materials.  The participation grade contains two specific components: 

a) Discussion Questions: Students will submit three discussion questions by Sunday, 11:59pm of each week 
to the Canvas discussion board. These questions should be open-ended and designed to spark discussion 
related to the argument, evidence, or conclusions of the text(s) for the week.  

b) Discussion Leadership: Each week 2-3 students will lead discussion of the assigned readings. To 
successfully lead a seminar discussion, students should collaborate with each other to create an essential 
question for the class and incorporate relevant questions from classmates to design an outline of discussion.  

 
4) Final Project 40% 
 
The intent of this assignment is to provide you an opportunity to create a thesis-driven research project to analyze a 
topic from modules 1-5 of this course using both primary and secondary sources. You will also want to consider the 
available sources at the outset of the research project. You may choose to present your research in one of the 
following categories: 

• Website 

• Paper 

• Documentary 

• Digital History (Data visualization, VR exhibit, poster, etc) 
Each category has its own set of requirements which are posted on Canvas. Regardless of the category, the final 
product should demonstrate high-quality research, thorough analysis, and a clear evidence-based argument. A 
superbly written paper or slick digital presentation that is entirely summary and citations will earn no higher than a 
B. The main goal here is to present an argument on your chosen topic and support that argument with your 
research. Research papers should be between 2,000-2,500 words. While other categories require less writing, they 
will still need to reach minimum requirements as outlined in the rubrics on Canvas.  

 
Grade Breakdown of Final 
Project proposal (5%) Due module three 

• Graded on the viability of the proposed project, the thoroughness of the draft, and the completeness of the 
annotated bibliography. 

Final Project (30%) Due module six 

• The project will be graded based on the provided rubric. 
Final Project Presentation (10%) Due module six 

• Each student will give a 10-minute presentation of their project during the last two weeks of class. 
Reflection (5%) Due Finals Week 

• Each project will be accompanied by a ~250-word reflection on the research process that explains the 
following: 



o Why you chose your topic 
o How you conducted your research and what you would change if you had to do it over again 
o Why you chose the category and what the process was like constructing the project. 
o How your project can help people understand the topic, and why this is important. 

 
 
 
LATE POLICIES AND EXTENSIONS 

The submission deadline is 11:59pm on every day on which an assignment is due. 

You should leave yourself enough time to account for unforeseeable technical problems, and technical problems are not 
an acceptable excuse for late assignments. If you find yourself in an unforeseeable situation such as undergoing a 
medical emergency that prevents you from submitting an assignment you need to contact me as soon as possible. 

Writing Assignment Late Policy: Written assignments lose 6% for each day they are late, and the penalty is 
automatically applied in Canvas at the rate of .25% per hour. Written assignments submitted more than seven days 
late will not be accepted except for documented medical emergencies. Note: all writing assignments must be 
submitted in either Microsoft Word or Adobe PDF format (.docx, .doc, or .pdf) Submissions of any other file type 
will not be accepted and will be counted as missing, with the appropriate late penalties applied, until the correct 
format is submitted.  
 
Extensions: Extensions will not generally be permitted, but if you think you are subject to an exceptional 
circumstance, please contact me as soon as possible so that we can find a solution together before issues become major 
problems. Extension requests must be made at least 48 hours prior to the assignment deadline. 

 

SUPPORT 

FIU students can draw on a variety of support services to ensure they succeed in their coursework. The two most 
helpful resources dedicated to help students hone their writing skills are: 

Writing in History Tutoring Program 

FIU’s Department of History offers free tutoring for undergraduate students who are enrolled in History courses 
through its Writing in History tutoring program. Students may meet with tutors online and in person to discuss all 
aspects of their work on written assignments. I highly recommend using this resource, which has helped hundreds of 
undergrads to complete assignments (and, therefore, courses) successfully. Visit the program’s website to set up an 
appointment at your earliest convenience. 

FIU Green Library Support 

FIU’s library runs a Center for Excellence in Writing that offers tutoring sessions. The library also provides several 
services for remote learners such as support via chat, advice on working with library resources, and one-on-one 
assistance from a distance learning librarian. They are in the process of restructuring their website. In the meantime, 
you may call Green Library’s Distance Learning division at (305) 919-5604 to obtain information and set up an 
appointment. 

GRADING 

 
 

Graded Assignments Weight 

 
Book Review 
Vlog Assignments (x 5) 
Participation (x15) 
Final Project Proposal 

10% 
10% 
30% 
5% 

30% 

https://history.fiu.edu/tutoring/


Final History Project  
Final Project Presentation 
Final Project Reflection Paper  

10% 
5% 

Total 100% 
 

Letter Range (%) Letter Range (%) Letter Range (%) 

A Above 93 B 83 - 86 C 70-76 

A- 90 - 92 B- 80 - 82 D 60-69 

B+ 87 - 89 C+ 77-79 F 59 or less 
 

 
COURSE CALENDAR 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

The schedule below tells you what will happen in the weeks and months ahead. Please note that there will be 
supplementary materials for you on Canvas that are not listed below. These are not required to complete the course, 
but may be useful to you as you prepare your final project.  

Note: Each module contains multiple internal deadlines for assignments. Always follow the due dates 
listed in our Canvas course! 

Time Range Course Content and Tasks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 1 
 
August 23 – 
September 5th 
 
** August 31st - Last 
day to drop/add 
without financial 
penalty** 

 
Topic 
 

Course Overview and Organization 
Defining Conservatism: Foundations, and Traditions 
 

 

 
Tasks: 
Week 1 Who is a Conservative?  

• Russell Kirk, “The Conservative Mind,” in ed. Gregory Schneider, Conservatism 
in America since 1930: A Reader (New York: New York University Press, 2003), 
107–21. 

• William F. Buckley, Jr., “Notes Toward an Empirical Definition of Conservatism” 

• Hardy Wickwar, "Foundations of American Conservatism" American Political 
Science Review, 1947. 

• “What is Left? What is Right?” The American Conservative, 2006. 
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/what-is-left-what-is-right/ 

Week 2 Conservatives and Historians 

• Alan Brinkley, “The Problem of American Conservatism,” American Historical 
Review 99 (April 1994): 409–29. 

• Kim Phillips-Fein, "Conservatism: A State of the Field." The Journal of American 
History 98, no. 3 (2011): 723-43. Accessed October 12, 2020. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41510116. 

Submissions 
by September 6, 11:59pm 
• Submit Vlog #1  

Module 2 
 
September 6th – 
September 26th  

Topic 
 

The Nadir of Conservatism in the United States 
Chronology: 1940s-1950s 
 
 

 
Tasks: Read and Discuss 
 
Week 3, Anti-Communism  

• Dochuk, From Bible Belt to Sun Belt, Introduction, Part One 

• Whittaker Chambers, “Foreword in the Form of a Letter to My Children” (1952) 



• John Birch Society. The Blue Book. "Preface to 1st edition" & "Section 1: Keeping 
Score" 

• Joseph McCarthy, Speech at Wheeling, West Virginia,” Feb. 9, 1950; Whittaker 
Chambers, “Foreword in the Form of a Letter to my Children” in Witness (1952) 

• Ronald Reagan. "The Evil Empire" [Speech] 
Week 4, The Libertarian Response 

• Dochuk, From Bible Belt to Sun Belt, Part Two 

• Murray Rothbard. "Myth and Truth about Libertarianism" 

• Ayn Rand. "The Morality of Capitalism" 

• Fredrich Hayek. "Why I am not a Conservative" 
 
Submissions 
• Submit Vlog #2 
• Submit Book Review 

 
 
Module 3 
 
September 28th – 
October 18th 

 
Topic 
 

The Sixties and the Rise of Social Conservatism 
Chronology: 1960s-1970s 
 
 

Tasks: Read and Discuss 
 
Week 5, Conservatives and Race 

• Dan T. Carter, From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich: Race in the 
Conservative Counterrevolution, 1963-1994, Chapter 1-2. 

• Paul V. Murphy, The Rebuke of History: The Southern Agrarians and American 
Conservative Thought, introduction 

• William Martin, “We – Some of Us – Are Family” in With God on Our Side: The 
Rise of the Religious Right in America (Broadway Books, New York: NY) 1996. 

• George Wallace, "1963 Inaugural Address as Governor of Alabama” [Speech] 
 

Week 6, Laws and Bodies    

• Dochuk, From Bible Belt to Sun Belt, Part Three 

• Gillian Frank, "The Civil Rights of Parents": Race and Conservative Politics in 
Anita Bryant's Campaign against Gay Rights in 1970s Florida. Journal of the 
History of Sexuality. Vol. 22, No. 1 (January 2013), 126-160. 

• Matthew D. Lassiter, “Inventing Family Values” in Rightward Bound: Making 
America Conservative in the 1970s, 13-28. 
 

Week 7 Conservative Women and the ERA 

• Selections from Phyllis Schlafly and Grassroots Conservatism: a Woman’s 
Crusade, Princeton University Press, 2005. 

• Marjorie J. Spruill, “Gender and America’s Right Turn,” in Rightward Bound: 
Making America Conservative in the 1970s, 71-89. 

• Sections from Mrs. America, Hulu.com 
 
Submissions 

• Submit Vlog #3 

• Submit History Project Proposal 
  

Module 4 
 
October 19th – 
November 8th 

 
Topic 
 

The Reagan Revolution 
Chronology: 1980s 
 

 
 
Tasks: Read and Discuss 
 
Week 8, The Reagan Coalition 



• Dan T. Carter, From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich: Race in the Conservative 
Counterrevolution, 1963-1994, Chapter 3. 

• Robert Nisbet, 'The Conservative Renaissance in Perspective', The Public Interest, 
No. 81 (Fall, 1985). 

• Matthew Lassiter, “The Suburban Origins of “Color-Blind” Conservatism: Middle-
Class Consciousness in the Charlotte Busing Crisis,” Journal of Urban History vol. 
30, no 4. (May 2004), 549-582 

• Ronald Reagan. "1981 Inaugural Address" [Speech] 
 

Week 9, The Evangelical Turn 

• Dochuk, From Bible Belt to Sun Belt, Part Four 

• Williams, Daniel K. “Jerry Falwell’s Sunbelt Politics: The Regional Origins of the 
Moral Majority.” Journal of Policy History 22, no. 2 (2010): 125–47. 

• Barbara Bush. "Wellesley Commencement Address" [Speech] 
 
Submissions 

• Submit Vlog #4   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 5 
 
November 9th – 
November 22nd 
 

Topic 
The Culture Wars 
Chronology: 1980s-1990s 
 

 
 
Tasks: Read and Discuss 
 
Week 10, Media and Education 

• Allan Bloom, “Introduction: Our Virtue” and “Books” in The Closing of the 
American Mind (1987), 24-46, 62-81. 

• David C. Barker, "Political Talk Radio and Its Most Prominent Practitioner." In 
Rushed to Judgment: Talk Radio, Persuasion, and American Political Behavior, 
14-29. New York: Columbia University Press, 2002. doi:10.7312/bark11806.7. 

• Jeffrey P. Jones, "Fox News and the Performance of Ideology." Cinema Journal 51, 
no. 4 (2012): 178-85. http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.fiu.edu/stable/23253592. 

Week 11, The “Crunchy-Cons” 

• Excerpts from Rod Dreher, Crunchy Cons: How Birkenstocked Burkeans, gun-
loving organic gardeners, evangelical free-range farmers, hip homeschooling 
mamas, right-wing nature lovers and their diverse tribe of countercultural 
conservatives plan to save America (or at least the Republican Party) 

• Select periodicals from the evangelical homeschooling movement  
Week 12, The Welfare State 

• Dan T. Carter, From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich: Race in the 
Conservative Counterrevolution, 1963-1994, Chapter 4. 

• Shelby Steele, Affirmative Action: The Price of Preference 

• Newt Gingrich, “Contract with America” reprinted in Conservatism in America 
Since 1930, Gregory L. Schneider, Ed. 

Submissions 

• Submit Vlog #5 (Final Vlog) 
 

Module 6 
 
November 23rd – 
December 11th 
 
Finals Week: 
December 6th-11th 

 
Topic 
 

The Long Shadow of 9/11 
 

Chronology: 2001-Present 
 

 
Tasks: Read and Discuss 
 
Week 13, Neocons and the War on Terror 

• Adam Wolfson, “Conservatives and Neoconservatives,” in National Affairs 
(2004) 

• Justin Vaisee, “The Third Age: National Greatness Conservatives” in 
Neoconservatism: The Biography of A Movement (2010). 



Week 14, Conservatism in the Obama and Trump Eras 

• Andrew Sullivan, Here Comes the Groom: A (Conservative) Case for Gay 
Marriage 

• Excerpts from Theda Skocpol and Vanessa Williamson, The Tea Party and the 
Remaking of Republican Conservatism. 

• Angela Denker, “He Will Save the Supreme Court”, in Red State Christians: 
Understanding the Voters Who Elected Donald Trump, (Fortress Press: 2019). 

• George Hawlev, “Conclusion: Crisis of Conservatism” in Right Wing Critics of 
American Conservatism, 267-294. 
 

Week 15, Final Project Presentations, Part One 
 
Finals Week, Final Project Presentations, Part Two 

 
Submissions 
by December 11, 11:59pm 
 
• Submit History Final Research Project and Reflection Paper 
 
 

 
 

 
*** This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the professor. Last revision:  October 11, 2020 *** 
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