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Human Rights in Modern Japanese History 

 

New Course Justification 

 

Keyao “Kyle” Pan 

 

“Human rights,” a neologism in the realm of international law and politics at the nascent United 

Nations in the late 1940s, was one of the pillars in the Allied Occupation’s grand scheme of 

remaking Japan from the ruin of WWII. While the Occupation thought it was introducing a new 

concept into a politically backward society, Japanese terms and concepts that we translate as 

“human rights” in English today had long been intertwined with country’s modern history, 

namely its expansion in Asia through colonialism and militarism, its contraction in the early 

postwar, and its reengagement with Asia in the recent decades. This course examines how the 

modern concept of “rights” and “human rights” localized in Japan and how different parties in 

Japan have used the language of human rights in attempts to remake Japan’s social, cultural, and 

legal landscape. Through examining such usages of rights-talk, the course will not only enable 

students to engage with a local context of the global history of human rights, but also deepen 

their understanding of the transnational modern history of Japan and Asia.  

 

The course complements the current offering in History and Asian Studies on Japan and Asia. In 

the Department of History, it adds to the expanding thematic courses on Japan, such as ASH 

4451 Samurai, Sumo, Shopkeepers and Shogun: A Social and Cultural History of Edo Japan and 

ASH 4453 History of Travel in Japan, and thus provides students with another perspective to 

examine the history of Japan. The course is also at 3XXX level as it requires no previous 

knowledge about Japan or the history of human rights, and because of this, it will serve as a great 

companion course to the introductory ASH 3440 History of Japan in the Asian Studies program. 

As the course examines a wide range of media as primary and secondary historical sources, such 

as literature, film, and music, and examines not only Japanese domestic but also trans-pacific and 

inter-Asiatic international politics in the 20th century, it will also have great synergy with courses 

like ASN 4111 Japan and the New East, INR 3223 Japan and the US, ASN 4115 Ethnic 

Minorities in Japan, and CPO 4553 Government Politics of Japan in the Asian Studies program.  

 

I sincerely appreciate your consideration and please feel free to contact me should you have any 

questions about the course.  

 

Best, 

 

Keyao “Kyle” Pan 

Assistant Professor 

History Department 



 

FIU School of International and Public Affairs 

Department of History 

 

ASH 3XXX: 

Human Rights in Modern Japanese History 

 

 
 

Instructor: Keyao “Kyle” Pan 

Email: kpan@fiu.edu 

TuTh 12:30-1:45pm 

Office Hours: Tu 2-4pm and by appointment 

 

Course Description:  

This course examines how the modern concept of “rights” and “human rights” localized in Japan 

and how different parties in Japan have used the language of human rights in attempts to remake 

Japan’s social, cultural, and legal landscape. We will explore a wide range of topics including the 

translation of Euro-centric rights-talk in East Asia, colonization and decolonization, statelessness 

and migration, transitional justice and reconciliation, biopolitical rights and bio-citizenship, 

indigenous rights, and women and gender-specific rights. Throughout the course we pay special 

attention to the ways in which rights-talk and human rights politics in Japan intertwine with the 

country’s efforts to modernize and build the “nation within the empire” and, after its defeat in 

WWII, to close off its “long postwar” and reconcile with its neighbors. This is an introductory 

course, and no previous knowledge of Japanese history or the international history of human 

rights is required. However, you should be prepared to read (and watch, browse, and listen) a 

wide array of primary and secondary sources that destabilize the most common vocabulary and 

mailto:kpan@fiu.edu


concepts we take for granted in contemporary human rights talk such as race, state responsibility, 

and the very notion of universalism so central to the idea of human rights.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

Through this course, you will learn to:  

• Identify uses of human rights language in the contexts of Japan and East Asia, and  

o Use such knowledge to analyze and challenge contemporary western use of 

human rights language and narratives on international human rights movements 

o Understand translation and localization of supposedly universal concepts (such as 

human rights) can produce diverse and particular applications 

• Hone analytical and writing skills specific to but applicable beyond the discipline of 

History, including:  

o Distinguishing between primary and secondary sources for historical and area 

studies 

o Evaluating and constructing both academic and public-oriented historical 

narratives and arguments using primary and secondary sources as evidences 

 

Books for Purchase/Required Readings: 

All of the class materials will be available on Canvas. Academic monographs used in the class 

that may serve as textbooks include but are not limited to: 

 

Kiyoteru Tsutsui. Rights Make Might: Global Human Rights and Minority Social Movements in 

Japan. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2018. 

Jolyon Baraka Thomas. Faking Liberties: Religious Freedom in American-Occupied Japan. 

Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 2019. 

Samuel Moyn. The Last Utopia: Human Rights in History. Harvard University Press, 2010. 

 

Assignments: 

Course Requirements and Grading:  

1. Participation (40%) 

a. Attendance and in-class participation (20%) 

b. Pre-class discussion posting (20%) 

2. Essays and Presentations (60%) 

a. secondary literature review (20%) 

b. historical narrative assessment essay (20%) 

c. institution website presentation and assessment (20%) 

 

In-class Discussion 

You are required to attend every session and come prepared to discuss with your peers and 

instructor the assigned readings for the class. Attendance will be taken at every class. In-class 



discussion is intended to foster critical engagement with the readings and is thus crucial for 

classroom learning, so you are expected to contribute to the dialogue in each and every class. 

You should also expect to be asked about your pre-class posts and elaborate on them. You may 

miss one session without penalty. In the case of a medical absences and personal emergency-

related absences, please alert me before the absence and discuss with me how to make up your 

absence.  

 

Discussion Posting 

Before each class (after the first session and except for the last session), you are required to make 

a Canvas post that engages with the readings for the upcoming class. The posts should be under 

200 words on something you find interesting or challenging that connects the class readings to 

the larger themes of the course or module. In addition to demonstrating that you have completed 

the readings, a successful post should pose a question that is not easily answerable from the 

content of the text (i.e. not a reading report in the form of a rhetorical question) and/or engages a 

proposition that others who have done the reading can disagree with. If you have questions about 

the factual content or context of the documents, you can include them in the post but do not 

make them the focus of your discussion question. You may miss up to 3 posts throughout the 

quarter without penalty, but each missed post after that will result in a 10% drop in the 

discussion post portion of the final grade. The posts are due before 10:30pm the day before 

class.  

 

Secondary Literature Review Essay (Due before Session 2 of Week 6) 

In this 5~7 page essay (Times New Roman, 12-pt, double spaced), you will critically assess 

the secondary sources from class readings (in our case, mostly contemporary academic journal 

articles and book chapters) in greater depth than was possible in class discussion and/or put 

several readings in dialogue with each other to develop your own clearly stated thesis/assessment 

about them. Questions you should answer in your essay include: What is the main argument of 

the secondary source, to what extent do you find it convincing, and why? What evidence does 

the author use to prove his/her/their arguments and do you find them strong enough? What is the 

significance of these sources and how do they contribute to understanding of the greater thematic 

questions of the class? The paper prompts will be posted at least 2 weeks before the due date. 

A one-page thesis abstract of the paper will be due 1 week before the paper due date. The 

abstract will not be graded but failure of submission will result in a half letter grade drop 

of the paper (e.g. from A to A-).     

 

Historical Narrative Assessment Essay (Due before first day of finals week) 

In this 4~6 page essay (TNR, 12-pt, double spaced), you will review one historical narratives 

produced by a Japanese human rights-related institution and assess the strength and function of 

such narrative. Questions you need to address include: What is the intended audience of the 

narrative and what assumption about them did the creators make? Is there any language usage 

that strikes you as unusual (vis-à-vis the human rights language we are used to)? What is the 



main object of the narrative or what is it about? How are evidences utilized in the narrative, do 

you find them strong enough, and why? Are there implicit arguments or messages embedded in 

the narrative, and if yes, do you find them convincing and why? How does the narrative convey 

to you the institution’s political orientation and self-image/mission (not only in the Japanese 

society but to the international community)? How does the narrative address the larger themes 

and issues discussed in the class? You must advance a single clear thesis that you state at the 

beginning of the paper. It cannot be a claim that would be obvious to anyone who had read the 

narrative (i.e. not a summary of it).  

You can choose from the following three narratives:  

The four subsections in the “ABOUT AJWRC” section 

Subsections in the “About the Ainu People” section 

Sections 1~3 in the “Understanding Himeyuri” section 

“About Us” and “History” of Japan Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers 

Organizations 

You may also select your own historical narrative. In that case, you must consult with the 

instructor at least 1 weeks before the paper due date.  

 

Institution Website Presentation and Assessment (may be assigned as group work 

depending on enrollment) 

In this presentation (scheduled for the last session of the class), you will give a presentation 

introducing one of human rights-related institutions with the information you can gather from 

their English-language website. You will imagine your audience as having limited knowledge of 

Japanese history and society as well as international human rights systems and laws, and 

introduce to them how such an institution can be useful for your audience if they want to learn 

more about a certain aspect of human rights politics in Japan. You should be mindful of any 

potential assumptions or misunderstandings that an audience may harbor for your object. In 

addition to distilling and presenting the content of the website, you must also give an assessment 

on how well the institution presents its mission, positions itself in the international human rights 

discourse (e.g. in terms of some of the themes we have explored), and presents narratives about 

itself and/or its main objects (collections, exhibits, etc.). You may refer to the questions in the 

second essay requirements to structure your presentation. In addition to your oral presentation, 

you will also submit your ppt slides and presentation notes for grading.  

You can choose from the following institutions:  

Women’s Active Museum https://wam-peace.org/en/  

Human Rights Osaka https://www.hurights.or.jp/english/ 

Suiheisha History Museum http://www1.mahoroba.ne.jp/~suihei/eng/index.html  

Minamata Disease Museum (https://www.minamatadiseasemuseum.net/) 

Hansen’s Disease Museum https://www.hansen-dis.jp/english 

http://www.ajwrc.org/eng/modules/pico1/index.php?content_id=1
https://www.ainu-assn.or.jp/english/ainupeople.html
http://www.himeyuri.or.jp/EN/intro.html
https://www.ne.jp/asahi/hidankyo/nihon/english/about/about1-01.html
https://www.ne.jp/asahi/hidankyo/nihon/english/about/about1-01.html
https://wam-peace.org/en/
https://www.hurights.or.jp/english/
http://www1.mahoroba.ne.jp/~suihei/eng/index.html
https://www.minamatadiseasemuseum.net/
https://www.hansen-dis.jp/english


You may also select your own institution. In that case, you must consult with the 

instructor at least 1 weeks before the paper due date.  

 

University and Classroom Policies: 

Content Warning  

Some class materials contain contents that may be disturbing to some students. Content warnings 

will be issued before these materials are assigned (to the instructor’s best knowledge and ability). 

If you think you will have trouble reading, watching or discussing any of the materials, please let 

the instructor know as soon as possible so that alternatives can be arranged. 

Accommodations and Inclusiveness   

The University is committed to make this classroom as safe, inclusive, and accessible as possible 

to ensure the full participation of all students. If you think you need accommodation to 

participate in this class due to a documented or possible disability or condition, you should 

contact Student Disability Services (https://dasa.fiu.edu/all-departments/disability-resource-

center/), preferably within the first two weeks of class, so that appropriate arrangements could be 

made. All the information will remain confidential.  

If you prefer specific pronouns, please inform the instructor so we can respect your choice and 

all forms of self-identity. And of course, you are welcomed to let the class know your pronouns 

on the first week when introducing yourself 

 

Course Schedule: 

Module 1: The Global 40s Moment of Human Rights and Japan’s “Postwar” 

This module examines Japan’s place in the crucial historical period around 1948, when various 

international rights instruments and organization came into existence. How does the Allied 

Occupation of Japan and the country’s transition into its “long postwar” fit in and complicate this 

global pivot towards human rights?  

 

Week 1-1 

Samuel Moyn. The Last Utopia: Human Rights in History. Harvard University Press, 2010. pp.1-

8; 122-127 

UNESCO History of the Human Rights, 1950 (panel exhibits) 

 

Week 1-2 

John Dower. Embracing Defeat: Japan in the Wake of World War II. “Introduction” p.18-30 

Roger Nash Baldwin in Japan (primary source from “The papers of Roger Nash Baldwin, 1885-

1981” from the Seeley G. Mudd Manscript Library, Princeton University) 

Oppler Legal Reform in Occupied Japan. Princeton University Press, 1976. p.178-183 “JCLU 

and Roosevelt” 

Jennifer Miller, Barak Kushner 

 

Week 2-1 



Jennifer Miller. 2019. Cold War Democracy: the United States and Japan. Cambridge, 

Massachusetts: Harvard University Press. Selections from Chapter 1 

Jolyon Baraka Thomas. 2019. Faking Liberties. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 

Selections from Chapter 6 

 

Module 2: The Localization of Rights-talk in Japan: Problems in the Age of “Culture and 

Civilization” 

This module explores the importation of western concepts like “rights” and “sovereignty” into 

Japan in the second half of 19th century. How does translation affect and mediate the 

globalization of modern rights-talk and constitutionalism? What does this tell us about the 

concept of “universalism” so central to the human rights discourse? 

 

Week 2-2 

Douglas Howland. Translating the West: Language and Political Reason in Nineteenth-century 

Japan. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 2002. pp.122-125, 128-138 (on minken or popular 

rights)  

David Abosch (translation) Japanese Thought in the Meiji Era vol.8 pp.152-159 “The New 

Theory of Human Rights and the Doctrine of Evolution” 

 

Week 3-1 

Jolyon Baraka Thomas. 2019. Faking Liberties. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 

Selections from Chapter 1 and 2 

The Constitution of the Empire of Japan (1889) https://history.hanover.edu/texts/1889con.html  

“Preamble” “Rights and Duties of Subjects”  

(Optional: for comparison, the postwar “Constitution of Japan” 

http://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/law/detail_main?id=174) 

 

Week 3-2 

Botsman, Daniel V. 2011. “Freedom without Slavery? ‘Coolies,’ Prostitutes, and Outcastes in 

Meiji Japan’s ‘Emancipation Moment.’” American Historical Review 116 (5): 1323–47.  

Susan Burns. 1998. “Bodies and Borders: Syphilis, Prostitution, and the Nation in Japan, 1860–

1890.” U.S.-Japan Women's Journal. English Supplement, no. 15: 3–30. 

Roger W. Bowen Rebellion and Democracy in Meiji Japan: A Study of Commoners in the 

Popular Rights Movement. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1980. pp.206-212 (the 

section on “country song for popular rights”  

(Optional: If you want to know what the song might have sounded like, here is a postwar 

adaptation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNbPwY_3USE ) 

 

Module 3: Anti-Colonial Struggles, The “Stateless” People, and Migration: Zainichi and 

The Absence of Decolonization of Japan 

Here we focus on the origin of and the plights faced by Japan’s zainichi (“in-Japan”) Korean 

minority. We will explore issues of imperialism, decolonization (or the lack thereof), migration, 

and statelessness in the context of Japan and East Asia.  

 

Part I: The Colonization of Korea and Anti-colonial Struggles: 

Week 4-1 

https://history.hanover.edu/texts/1889con.html
http://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/law/detail_main?id=174
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNbPwY_3USE


Alexis Dudden. 2004. Japan's Colonization of Korea : Discourse and Power. Honolulu: 

University of Hawaii Press. Selections from Chapter 1 

Uchida, J. 2013. “THE PUBLIC SPHERE IN COLONIAL LIFE: RESIDENTS' MOVEMENTS 

IN KOREA UNDER JAPANESE RULE.” Past & Present 220 (220): 217–48. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/pastj/gtt002. 

Han-Kyo Kim. “The Declaration of Independence, March 1, 1919: A New Translation” 13, no. 1 

(2011): 1–4.  

 

Week 4-2 

Kim Marie Seong-Hak. 2008. “Ume Kenjirō and the Making of Korean Civil Law, 1906-1910.” 

Journal of Japanese Studies 34 (1): 1–31. 

Sonia Ryang. "The Great Kanto Earthquake and the Massacre of Koreans in 1923: Notes on 

Japan's Modern National Sovereignty." Anthropological Quarterly 76, no. 4 (2003): 731-748.  

 

Part II: The Zainichi People and Their Plights 

Week 5-1 

Tsutsui, Kiyoteru. 2018. Rights Make Might : Global Human Rights and Minority Social 

Movements in Japan. New York, NY: Oxford University Press. Selections from Chapter 2: 

Zainichi (Korean Residents in Japan): From Citizenship Rights to Universal Human Rights 

 

Week 5-2 

Hannah Arendt. "The Decline of the Nation State and the End of the Rights of Man" The Origins 

of Totalitarianism. San Diego: Harvest/Harcourt, 1976. pp. 289-302. 

Tessa Morris-Suzuki, “A Dream Betrayed: Cold War Politics and the Repatriation of Koreans 

from Japan to North Korea,” Asian Studies Review 29 (2005): 357-381. 

 

 

Module 4: Okinawa, Pax Americana, and Human Rights Talk in/beyond the Cold War Era 

How did Okinawa, the nowadays southernmost prefecture of Japan ravaged by a brutal battle in 

WWII and occupied by American military until the 70s, fit in the Cold War era world? How did 

issues like GI crimes during Okinawa’s American occupation and the outburst of memory 

politics after its reversion to Japan change the human rights discourse in Japan and beyond?  

 

Week 6-1 

“Problem: To convince Ryukyuans that their ‘Human Rights’ are respected and protected under 

U.S. Administration” USCAR: General Administrative Files, 1956: (Public Relations). Original 

File No.: 014.13 (from National Diet Library of Japan) 4 pages 

“JCLU Monthly Bulletin” December 1969. 4 pages 

Christopher Aldous. “'Mob Rule' or popular activism? The Koza Riot of December 1970 and the 

Okinawan search for citizenship” in Glenn D. Hook and Richard Siddle --, et al. Japan and 

Okinawa: Structure and Subjectivity. London ; New York: Routledge Curzon, 2003. 

 

Week 6-2 

Steve Rabson,“The Transformation of Hi No Maru in Postwar Okinawa from Symbol of Hope to 

Object of Contempt.” Critical Asian Studies 49 (4) 2017: 597–605.  

https://doi.org/10.1093/pastj/gtt002


Himeyuri Peace Museum website: all sections in “Understanding Himeyuri” and “About 

Himeyuri Peace Museum”  http://www.himeyuri.or.jp/EN/war.html  

 Video (with subtitles): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQMTA5PucBs  

    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bke7xAti_FQ  

Itokazu trench https://abuchiragama.com/en/  

 

Week 7-1 

Wendy Matsumura. 2015. The Limits of Okinawa : Japanese Capitalism, Living Labor, and 

Theorizations of Community. Durham ; London: Duke University Press. Chapter 5: Uneven 

Development and the Rejection of Economic Nationalism in “Sago Palm Hell” Okinawa  

Gerald Figal. 2001. “Waging Peace on Okinawa.” Critical Asian Studies 33 (1): 37–69. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14672710122914. 

 

Module 5: The “Burakumin:” Framing a Japanese Case in International Human Rights 

Law 

What is “burakumin” and why are they discriminated against? This module examines long 

process of how activist in Japan learned to frame a particular Japanese concept in the more 

“universal” language of human rights and the system of international human rights law.  

 

Week 7-2 

Daniel V. Botsman “The Return of the Outcast(e) Map: Kobe, Cartography and the Problem of 

Discrimination in Modern Japan” The Asia-Pacific Journal | Japan Focus Volume 14 | Issue 18 | 

Number 3 | Article ID 4955 | Sep 15, 2016. 

Suiheisha Declaration https://www.hurights.or.jp/archives/focus/section2/2002/03/declaration-

of-human-rights-in-japan.html  

Matsumoto Jiichiro Biography 

https://www.hurights.or.jp/archives/focus/section2/2009/06/matsumoto-jiichiro-peacenik.html 

 

Week 8-1 

Mark J. Ramseyer. “On the Invention of Identity Politics: The Buraku Outcastes in Japan”. 

Harvard Public Law Working Paper No. 18-45 June 20, 2018. 60-64, 67-77, 84-86, other parts 

optional 

Selections from Special Issue: Japan’s Burakumin (Outcastes) Reconsidered: A Special Issue 

Refuting Ramseyer’s Interpretation (Table of Contents) in The Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan 

Focus https://apjjf.org/2021/9/ToC.html  

 

Week 8-2 

Hankins, Joseph D. Working Skin: Making Leather, Making a Multicultural Japan. Oakland, 

California: University of California Press, 2014. Chapter 1 pp. 31-59, skim sections about 

leather making 

“Dalit met Buraku – Discrimination Based on Work and Descent” 

https://imadr.org/activity/dalits-buraku/ 

 

Module 6: The Global 70s Moment of Human Rights and Japan’s “Asia” 

The decade of 1970s has been dubbed the “breakthrough” decade for international human rights 

with the success of organizations in the West like Amnesty International. This module examines 

http://www.himeyuri.or.jp/EN/war.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQMTA5PucBs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bke7xAti_FQ
https://abuchiragama.com/en/
https://www.hurights.or.jp/archives/focus/section2/2002/03/declaration-of-human-rights-in-japan.html
https://www.hurights.or.jp/archives/focus/section2/2002/03/declaration-of-human-rights-in-japan.html
https://www.hurights.or.jp/archives/focus/section2/2009/06/matsumoto-jiichiro-peacenik.html
https://apjjf.org/2021/9/ToC.html
https://imadr.org/activity/dalits-buraku/


Japan’s place in this global human rights movement, with a focus on the discourse of “Asia” in 

Japan in the period when its economic expansion prompted many to rethink Japan’s relations 

(both historical and contemporary) vis-à-vis its neighbors in the framework of Global North-

South.  

 

Week 9-1 

Oguma Eiji “Japan's 1968: A Collective Reaction to Rapid Economic Growth in an Age of 

Turmoil” The Asia-Pacific Journal March 23, 2015 Volume 13 | Issue 12 | Number 1 Article ID 

4300 1-6, 18-23 

Simon Andrew Avenell. Making Japanese Citizens: Civil Society and the Mythology of the 

Shimin in Postwar Japan. Berkeley, Calif. ; London: University of California Press, 2010. 

Chapter 3 “Beiheiren and the Asian Shimin” pp.106-147 

 

Week 9-2 

Chelsea Szendi Schieder. 2021. Coed Revolution. Duke University Press. 

https://doi.org/10.1215/9781478012979. Chapter ““Gewalt Rosas”: The Creation of the 

Terrifying, Titillating Female Student Activist” 

Igarashi, Yoshikuni. 2021. Japan, 1972. New York: Columbia University Press. 

https://doi.org/10.7312/igar19554. Chapter 8 

 

Week 10-1 

Simon Avenell. 2017. “Transnational Activism and Japan’s Second Modernity.” In New Worlds 

from Below, 9:77. ANU Press. https://apjjf.org/2017/14/Avenell.html  

Misook Lee “The Japan-Korea Solidarity Movement in the 1970s and 1980s: From Solidarity to 

Reflexive Democracy” The Asia-Pacific Journal 12.38.1, September 21, 2014  

IMAGINATION WITHOUT BORDERS website 

https://imaginationwithoutborders.northwestern.edu/  

AJWRC website sections http://www.ajwrc.org/eng/modules/pico1/index.php?content_id=2  

 

Module 7: The Reckoning of Colonial and Wartime Violence and Gender Politics in Japan 

The decade of 1990s saw a reparation movement by Asian victims of Japan’s wartime and 

colonial atrocities that pushed issues like “comfort women” into international limelight and also 

the repertoire of international human rights discourse. How did memory politics in Japan 

converge with international human rights system and the global feminist movement?  

 

Week 11-1 

Kano, Ayako. 2016. Japanese Feminist Debates : A Century of Contention on Sex, Love, and 

Labor. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press. Selections from Chapter 2: Sex for Sale, Sex as 

Self: Debates on Sexuality 

Tai, Eika, and Project Muse. 2020. Comfort Women Activism : Critical Voices from the 

Perpetrator State. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press. Selections from Chapter 2: History 

of the Comfort Women Movement 

Soh, Chunghee Sarah. The Comfort Women: Sexual Violence and Postcolonial Memory in Korea 

and Japan. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008. p. xvi-xviii, 1-3, 227-240 

 

Week 11-2 

https://doi.org/10.1215/9781478012979
https://doi.org/10.7312/igar19554
https://apjjf.org/2017/14/Avenell.html
https://imaginationwithoutborders.northwestern.edu/
http://www.ajwrc.org/eng/modules/pico1/index.php?content_id=2


Laura Hein “War Compensation Claims against the Japanese Government and Japanese 

Corporations for War Crimes” in John Torpey --, et al. Politics and the Past: On Repairing 

Historical Injustices. Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefield, 2003. pp.127-147 

Documentary “Breaking the History of Silence” viewable at https://wam-peace.org/en/ 

 

Week 12-1 

Mark J. Ramseyer, “Comfort Women and the Professors” Harv. L. Sch. John M. Olin Ctr. 

Discussion Paper No. 995, Mar. 13, 2019.  

Selections from special issue “Special Issue: The ‘Comfort Women’ as Public History”, The 

Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan Focus. https://apjjf.org/2021/5/ToC.html  

 

Module 8: Biopolitical Rights, Environment, and Testimony 

This module examines topics related to biopolitics and the environment in postwar Japan and 

how the language of rights and citizenship had been mobilized to problematize the Japanese 

state’s treatment of human bodies. More specifically, we will look at how activists and survivors 

of the Minamata Disease, the Hansen’s Disease (and the government’s corresponding quarantine 

and birth control policies), and the complication from the Atomic bombs grapple with agency by 

creating their own genre of storytelling with legal and medical vocabularies.  

 

 

Part I: The Environment and Bio-political Rights 

Week 12-2 

Biopolitical right chapter,  

Susan L Burns. Kingdom of the Sick: A History of Leprosy and Japan. Honolulu: University of 

Hawaiʻi Press, 2019. pp. 1-13, 221-224, 241-254, 255-260 

“Breaking down barriers” https://features.japantimes.co.jp/barrier-free-

tokyo/?fbclid=IwAR1F5K2t7088ysZBo_JqaM12jybogNADGf2iZq6in-4fMc_oOGfs87_8ISg 

 

Week 13-1 

Timothy S George. 2001. Minamata : Pollution and the Struggle for Democracy in Postwar 

Japan. Cambridge, Massachusetts ; London: Harvard University Press. Chapter: Minamata and 

the Tragedy of Japan's "Modernity" Remembering: Tales and Lessons of Minamata 

“Chapter 4 Compensation & Relief of Victims - Health Measures for Residents” at Minamata 

Disease Municipal Museum website https://minamata195651.jp/list_en.html  

“Survivors” https://minamata195651.jp/kataribe_en.html  

 

Part II: Nuclear Woes 

Week 13-2 

Lisa Yoneyama. Hiroshima Traces: Time, Space, and the Dialectics of Memory. Twentieth-

Century Japan, v. 10. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999. pp.85-111 

“Testimonies” excerpts https://www.ne.jp/asahi/hidankyo/nihon/english/weapons/weapons2.html  

Miyamoto, Yuki. 2012. Beyond the Mushroom Cloud :Commemoration, Religion, and 

Responsibility after Hiroshima. 1st ed. New York: Fordham University Press. Chapter 2: 

Dialogue with the Dead: the Yasukuni Shinto Shrine and Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park 

 

Week 14-1 

https://wam-peace.org/en/
https://apjjf.org/2021/5/ToC.html
https://features.japantimes.co.jp/barrier-free-tokyo/?fbclid=IwAR1F5K2t7088ysZBo_JqaM12jybogNADGf2iZq6in-4fMc_oOGfs87_8ISg
https://features.japantimes.co.jp/barrier-free-tokyo/?fbclid=IwAR1F5K2t7088ysZBo_JqaM12jybogNADGf2iZq6in-4fMc_oOGfs87_8ISg
https://minamata195651.jp/list_en.html
https://minamata195651.jp/kataribe_en.html
https://www.ne.jp/asahi/hidankyo/nihon/english/weapons/weapons2.html


Selections from special issue “Special Issue: Legacies of Fukushima: 3.11 in Context”, The 

Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan Focus. https://apjjf.org/2021/17/ToC.html  

 

Module 9: The Global Rise of Indigenous Right Talk and The Ainu People 

Just like everywhere else, advocacy for indigenous rights came relatively late in the human rights 

discourse in Japan. This module focuses on Japan’s indigenous people, the Ainu, to explore how 

they joined the fairly recent global indigenous rights movement and how their representation in 

mainstream venues has since changed.  

 

Week 14-2 

“Inauguration Speech at the U.N. Gneral Assembly” https://www.ainu-

assn.or.jp/english/inaugu.html  

“About the Ainu People” https://www.ainu-assn.or.jp/english/ainupeople.html  

Ann-Elise Lewallen, “Indigenous at last! Ainu Grassroots Organizing and the Indigenous 

Peoples Summit in Ainu Mosir,” The Asia-Pacific Journal 48.6.8, November 30, 2008. 

Katsuya Hirano, “The Politics of Colonial Translation: On the Narrative of the Ainu as a 

‘Vanishing Ethnicity,’” The Asia-Pacific Journal 4.3.9, January 12, 2009. 

 

Week 15-1 

“Future is MINE -Ainu My Voice-” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQPqHGG5NGc  

Accompanied interview https://amview.japan.usembassy.gov/en/interview-with-rie-

kayano/  

Chisato (Kitty) Dubreuil “The Ainu and Their Culture: A Critical Twenty-First Century 

Assessment” The Asia-Pacific Journal Volume 5 | Issue 11 | Article ID 2589 | Nov 03, 2007 

Optional: selections from Ziomek, Kirsten L., and Kirsten Laurie Ziomek. Lost Histories: 

Recovering the Lives of Japan's Colonial Peoples. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard 

University Asia Center, 2019. 

 

Module 10: Looking Back: Narratives of the in Japan’s “Postwar” and Human Rights  

This is our review module in which we look at how western scholarship has written about 

Japan’s encounter with the global human rights movement. We will also dedicate our final 

session to the presentation assignment.  

 

Week 15-2 

“Introduction” Kiyoteru Tsutsui. Rights Make Might: Global Human Rights and Minority Social 

Movements in Japan. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2018. 

“Introduction” Lisa Yoneyama. Cold War Ruins: Transpacific Critique of American Justice and 

Japanese War Crimes. Durham: Duke University Press, 2016. 

 

Week 16-1 

Institution website assessment presentations  

 

 

https://apjjf.org/2021/17/ToC.html
https://www.ainu-assn.or.jp/english/inaugu.html
https://www.ainu-assn.or.jp/english/inaugu.html
https://www.ainu-assn.or.jp/english/ainupeople.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQPqHGG5NGc
https://amview.japan.usembassy.gov/en/interview-with-rie-kayano/
https://amview.japan.usembassy.gov/en/interview-with-rie-kayano/
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