


 

COURSE JUSTIFICATION 

LAS 5xxx:  

Survey of Brazil 
 

This new 5000-level course is designed to supplement the new online MA in Latin American and 

Caribbean Studies (LACS).  It is designed as a course for LACS master’s students, though it will 

be open to qualified students in other master’s programs. This course will provide a unique 

opportunity to learn about Brazil, one of several emerging global nations. The course is a 

multidisciplinary survey of influential scholarly works on Brazil. At one level, the course content 

offers students an opportunity to deepen their knowledge of the history, politics, societies, 

economies, culture and arts of the states and regions of Brazil.   

Students will read -- and dissect – textbooks, historical fiction, essays, and interdisciplinary 

studies on Brazil.  Wherever possible, writers and scholars are included who are actually from, or 

residing in, Brazil. The goal is to round out the student’s knowledge of Brazil from a variety of 

academic disciplines and to prompt the student to think about the different ways that these books 

present a coherent analysis of the region.   

This course is akin to a “Great Books” seminar. In each of the disciplines included in the 

syllabus, students will read one or more highly influential works on Brazil. They will discuss not 

only the work’s content, but how it was received at the time and how later scholarship was in 

dialogue with it: building on it, critiquing it, sometimes refuting it. 
  



 

 

LAS 5931 RVC (xxxx) 

Survey of Brazil    
 

Professor:   Dr. Joseph Holbrook    

● Office: DM 350 (Deuxieme Maison) 

● Office hours: virtually on zoom, Mondays at 5 pm.     

● E-mail: jholbroo@fiu.edu but msg through Canvas first 

● Phone: 305-348-7283 

● Twitter: @josenmiami  

● Web site: https://www.facebook.com/drjholbrook 

● YouTube Channel:  Why Study Latin America? 

DESCRIPTION:  
This course is a multidisciplinary survey of influential scholarly works on Brazil. At one level, 

the course content offers students an opportunity to deepen their knowledge of the history, 

politics, societies, economies, culture and arts of the states and regions of Brazil.   

 

We will read -- and dissect – textbooks, historical fiction, essays, and interdisciplinary studies on 

Brazil.  Wherever possible, I have prioritized writers and scholars who are actually from, or 

residing in, Brazil. The goal is to round out your knowledge of Brazil from a variety of academic 

disciplines and to prompt you to think about the different ways that these books try to present a 

coherent analysis of, and story about the region.   

 

The course is akin to a “Great Books” seminar.  In each of the disciplines that we cover, we will 

read one or more highly influential works on Brazil.  We will discuss not only the work’s 

content, but how it was received at the time and how later scholarship was in dialogue with it: 

building on it, critiquing it, sometimes refuting it. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  
Upon successful completion of this course, you will be able to do the following: 

1. Analyze the readings of important books of Brazil.  

2. Compare and contrast the perspectives of scholars of Brazilian disciplines.  

3. Collaborate in groups to analyze contemporary issues in Brazil. 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/drjholbrook
https://www.facebook.com/drjholbrook
https://youtu.be/PoDN6RxJ1MY
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNQvOQW2aM_zR7UKTKuyvsoIQ5_MjoZ12


 

BOOKS 
 (see below) can be purchased from your favorite online bookseller. The student will only be 

responsible for reading and writing ten reading responses.  

 

OVERVIEWS: TEXTBOOKS 

1. Thomas E. Brazil: Five Centuries of Change. New York: Oxford University Press, 1999. 

ISBN: 9780195058109 

2. Schwarcz, Lilia, and Heloisa Maria Murgel Starling. Brazil: A Biography. Farrar, Straus 

& Giroux, 2017. ISBN: 9780374280499 

3. Green, James, Victoria Langland, and Lilia Moritz Schwarcz. The Brazil Reader: 

History, Culture, Politics. 2nd. Durham and London: Duke University Press, 2019 

4. Schneider, Ronald M. Brazil : Culture and Politics in a New Industrial Powerhouse. 

Taylor and Francis, 1996. ISBN: 9780429970573 

 

CLASSICS OF BRAZILIAN GEOGRAPHY AND CULTURE 

1. Euclides Da Cunha. Backlands: The Canudos Campaign. Elizabeth Lowe. Penguin 

Books, Inc., 2010. 

 

HISTORY 

5. Barman, Roderick J. Princess Isabel of Brazil: Gender and Power in the Nineteenth 

Century. Scholarly Resources, Inc., 2002. ISBN: 9780842028462 

6. Levine, Robert M. Father of the Poor? Vargas and His Era. Cambridge University Press, 

1998. ISBN: 9780521585286,  

7. Schultz, Kirsten. Tropical Versailles: Empire, Monarchy, and the Portuguese Royal 

Court in Rio de Janeiro, 1808-1821. New York: Routledge, 2001. ISBN: 

9781135308407,  

 

ECONOMICS 

8. Fernando Henrique Cardoso and Enzo Faletto, Dependency and Development in Latin 

America 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 

9. Thomas E. Skidmore, Politics in Brazil 1930-1964, An Experiment in Democracy. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2007. ISBN: 9780195332698 

------. The Politics of Military Rule in Brazil 1964-85. New York: Oxford University Press, 

1988. ISBN: 9780195038989 

  

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

10. Wesson, Robert. The United States and Brazil: Limits of Influence. New York: Praeger 

Publishers, 1981. 

 

ANTHROPOLOGY 

11. Freire, Gilberto. The Masters and the Slaves: A Study in the Development of Brazilian 

Civilization. Knopf, 1956. 

 

SOCIOLOGY 



 

Sonia E. Alvarez. Engendering Democracy in Brazil: Women’s Movements in Transition 

Politics. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1990.  

 

LITERATURE 

12. Machado de Assis. Dom Casmurro (English). John Gledson. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1997. 

 

CULTURAL STUDIES 

13. Carolina Maria de Jesus. Child of the Dark: The Diary of Carolina Maria de Jesus. 

David St. Clair. New American Library, Inc., 1962. 

 

PEDAGOGY 

14. Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed 

MUSIC AND DANCE 

15. Guillermoprieto, Alma. Samba: The Making of Brazilian Carnival. Indiana University 

Press, 1991. ISBN: 9780394571898 

 

RELIGION 

16. Boff, Leonardo, and Clodivis Boff. Introducing Liberation Theology. Orbis Books, 1987. 

ISBN: 9780883445501 

17. Chesnut, Andrew. Born Again in Brazil: The Pentecostal Boom and the Pathogens of 

Poverty. Rutgers University Press, 1997. 

18. Ireland, Rowen. Kingdoms Come: Religion and Politics in Brazil. The University of 

Pittsburgh Press, 1992. ISBN: 9780822976813 

 

COURSEWORK & ASSIGNMENTS: 
 

Reading Response papers: 
Each week you are responsible for emailing a 500 to 600-word response paper (Fridays by 

midnight - 11:59 pm).  The professor will post questions for you to use as essay prompts.  Since 

students are expected to read each other’s essays, you will not be given any credit for essays 

posted late. You must write a paper every week. 

 

Research Project - Literature review 

You will be responsible for choosing a topic of interest and carrying out a review of relevant 

research on the topic. I have broken this down into several smaller assignments that will 

culminate in a final research paper on the topic. The best way of ensuring a good grade on the 

final draft, is to do a good job in the preceding component assignments. Each assignment builds 

into the next. Skipping assignments, turning them in late, or in a different order will lead to a 

poor final grade. Remember, B is the minimum passing grade for a graduate class! 

Following is a list of the corresponding assignments in the order of the due date. 



 

● Research question and topic selection. 

● Annotated bibliography. 

● First paragraph and outline (i.e. Assignment dropbox or Turnitin.com) 

● First draft of literature review (Rubric or list of criteria). 

● Final draft of the literature review. 

Research Question and Topic.    

One of the hardest parts of doing research is choosing a topic. Most students will choose topics 

that are way too broad and would require a PhD dissertation to do it justice. Consider a topic, 

narrow it down to something concrete, in a specific time period and place. One way to do that, as 

you think about a possible topic, is to ask yourself specific questions of the 5 Ws:  What? 

Where? When? Who? Why?  

 

Turn your topic into a research question of hopefully no more than one sentence. The clearer, 

simpler, and more specific you can be, the easier your research will be. In your one-page 

submission (roughly 250 to 300 words) articulate the research question you want to answer, why 

it interests you, and why it should be of interest to others. Give a paragraph of background 

context.  

Annotated bibliography.               

Please provide a properly formatted annotated bibliography with at least 8 - 10 sources drawn 

from your initial searches based on your topic. The sources should be an alphabetical order by 

author’s last name, and under each source, there should be roughly 150 words. Write at least a 

paragraph of 5 or 6 sentences for each source, describing its purpose, its usefulness (or lack 

thereof) for your research. Answer the following three questions: 

1. Why is this source useful? 

2. What is it about? 

3. How do you plan to use it? 

 I expect that you will be working on expanding your bibliography throughout the entire 

semester. For the final draft of your literature review, you will need at least 15 to 20 sources.   

 

Your bibliography must be informed by scholarship in at least two genuinely different 

disciplines. (Poli Sci / IR counts as one discipline for these purposes; so does Soc / Anthro, and 

Literature / Cultural Studies).   

First paragraph, outline     

Once you have completed the first two assignments, writing the first paragraph and developing 

an outline should be relatively easy. Your first paragraph is the most important paragraph of the 

entire paper. A good first paragraph should include 5 to 7 sentences, beginning with 2 sentences 

of general background context, followed by another sentence or two about why this is an 

important or interesting research project. As you narrow your focus down through the first 

paragraph, including your research question, you will conclude with a one-sentence thesis 

statement that concisely expresses argument which you hope to support by providing evidence. 

http://turnitin.com/
http://turnitin.com/


 

The thesis statement, is basically the declarative answer to your research question. Another way 

to say it is that it provides a preview of the argument you would make in your research.  

 

*Remember, you will not be making the argument in this paper! This is a literature review, not a 

research paper; the lit review is a preliminary research step BEFORE making your argument. 

Instead of making the argument, you will be reviewing the literature that speaks to the pros and 

cons of your argument.   

 

Be sure that you include an outline with at least three main points. Because this is a lit review, 

your outline should be focused on the sources, not your argument! This will guide you 

through your paper. Again, submissions missing the outline will be penalized.    

 

First Draft, literature review.  
If you have submitted the first three assignments, and you have your first paragraph, your outline 

and your bibliographic sources, the first draft should nearly write itself. Please write at least 8 

pages in the body of the review. Also, include a standard bibliography with at least 12 to 15 

sources. This will result in a literature review of at least 10 or more pages including a properly 

formatted bibliography.  I will read it, give it a tentative grade, and give you corrections, 

suggestions and feedback. This is the best way of making sure that your final draft gets a better 

grade.    

 

Final Presentation 
During the final two classes, each student will have 10 minutes to informally present their 

research project to the rest of the class.                              

 

Final Draft, literature review 
(Inter- / Multi-disciplinary, 15 pages with 18 to 20 sources) 

Your final project for this course is a literature review on a specialized topic of interest to 

you.   The only stipulation is that the issue you’re writing about must be informed by scholarship 

in at least two genuinely different disciplines. Poli Sci/IR counts as one discipline for these 

purposes; so does Soc/Anthro or Literature/Cultural Studies. The Final version of your literature 

review should be a minimum of 15 pages: at least 12 pages in the body of the review, and 2 or 3 

pages of standard bibliography. The bibliography should include at least 18 to 20 sources and 

should be formatted correctly in the ‘hanging’ style and by the author's last name.      

 

You will have a library training session on 9/14. that will prepare you for library research and 

make you aware of specialized databases and search engines for doing research in Latin 

America.  

 

By 9/29 you will submit a research question/topic, and by 10/20 an annotated bibliography based 

on your research topic. A first paragraph with an outline (no biblio) is due on 11/3. The first draft 

(10 pages) of the literature review will be due on 11/17.  

Based on the editorial comments and feedback from the first draft, you will complete the final 

draft of the literature review (12 pages) by 5:00 pm on Monday, 12/6.  This is a long-term 

project, so late papers will simply NOT be accepted.  

  



 

Schedule of assignments (500 points, 50% of your final grade):  

9/29 – Topic/Research Question (50 points, 5%). 

10/20 – Annotated bibliography (100 points, 10%). 

11/03 – First Paragraph and outline (100 points, 10%). 

11/17 – First draft of lit review (100 points, 10%). 

12/06 – FINAL draft of lit review (100 points, 10%). 

GRADING 
 

   
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

POINTS PERCENTAGE 
OF FINAL GRADE 

   
 

Book and class participation 
 

100 
 

10% 

10 Response papers 400 (40 each) 40% 

 
Final Research paper 

 
500 

 
50% 

● Research question, topic   100 10% 

● Annotated Bibliography 100 10% 

● First paragraph, outline    100 10% 

● First Draft / literature review                              100 10% 

● Final Draft / literature review                            100 10% 

 
● Total 

 
1,000 

 
100% 

   

 

FIU Grading Scale 

LETTER RANGE (%) LETTER RANGE (%) LETTER RANGE (%) 

A 95 or above B 83 – 86 C 70 - 76 

A- 90 – 94 B- 80 – 82 D 60 - 69 

B+ 87 – 89 C+ 77 – 79 F 59 or less 

 The FIU Code of Academic Integrity and all related University policies on cheating and plagiarism 

will be rigorously and strictly enforced in this seminar.  Please refer to the section on "Academic 

Misconduct" in the annual Student Handbook for further details. 

 



 

SCHEDULE OF SESSIONS & READINGS: 

 

8/23 Week 1 - Introduction, overview:  

   

READ 

● Thomas E. Skidmore. Brazil: Five Centuries of Change. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1999. ISBN: 9780195058109 

 

TASKS: 

● Introductions: Introduce Yourself.  

● Assignment expectations 

● Organize presentations 

● Friday – Forum discussion 1 (Skidmore) 

 

 

8/30 Week 2 – Overview of Brazilian History  

 

● READ: First half of Schwarcz, and Starling. Brazil: A Biography. Farrar, 

Straus & Giroux, 2017. ISBN: 9780374280499 

● Tuesday -Take online Brazilian states Geo-Quiz (MLO2) 

● Friday – Forum discussion 2,  (Schwarcz, Part 1) 

 

 

9/7 Week 3 - Overview of Brazilian History 

● READ – Second half of Schwarcz, and Starling. Brazil: A Biography. 

Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2017. ISBN: 9780374280499 

● Friday – Forum discussion 3 (Schwarcz, Part 2). 

 

 

9/13 Week 4 - SPECIALIZED LIBRARY SKILLS TRAINING 

Gayle Williams, Latin American and Caribbean Studies Librarian 

Watch YouTube tutorial  

 

● READ – Euclides Da Cunha. Backlands: The Canudos Campaign. 

Elizabeth Lowe. Penguin Books, Inc., 2010. 

● Tuesday – view the “Library Research Training” on YouTube. 

● Friday – Forum discussion 4 (Da Cunha. Backlands). 

 

 

9/20 Week 5 – HISTORY 

READ – Choose one of the following three –  

● Barman, Roderick J. Princess Isabel of Brazil: Gender and Power in the 

Nineteenth Century. Scholarly Resources, Inc., 2002. ISBN: 

9780842028462 



 

● Levine, Robert M. Father of the Poor? Vargas and His Era. Cambridge 

University Press, 1998. ISBN: 9780521585286,  

● Schultz, Kirsten. Tropical Versailles: Empire, Monarchy, and the 

Portuguese Royal Court in Rio de Janeiro, 1808-1821. New York: 

Routledge, 2001. ISBN: 9781135308407,  

● Friday – Reading Response 5. (Review of the three history books). 

 

 

9/27  Week 6 – POLITICAL SCIENCE. 

● Thomas E. Skidmore, Politics in Brazil 1930-1964, An Experiment in 

Democracy. New York: Oxford University Press, 2007. ISBN: 

9780195332698 

● ------. The Politics of Military Rule in Brazil 1964-85. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1988. ISBN: 9780195038989 

● Friday – Reading Response 6 Politics in Brazil 

 

10/4 Week 7 - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

● READ - Wesson, Robert. The United States and Brazil: Limits of 

Influence. New York: Praeger Publishers, 1981. 

● Friday – Reading Response 7 (Wesson, Robert). 

 

 

10/11  Week 8 – ANTHROPOLOGY 

READ - 

● Freire, Gilberto. The Masters and the Slaves: A Study in the Development 

of Brazilian Civilization. Knopf, 1956. 

● Virtual Book Presentation 

● Friday – Forum discussion 8 (one of the above 3 choices).  

 

 

10/18 Week 9 – SOCIOLOGY 

READ -  

● Sonia Alvarez, Engendering Democracy in Brazil\ 

● Virtual Book Presentation 

● Tuesday – submit annotated bibliography 

● Friday – Forum discussion 9 (one of the above 3 choices). 

 

10/25 LITERATURE 

READ -  

● Machado de Assis. Dom Casmurro (English). John Gledson. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1997. 

● Virtual Book Presentation 

● Friday – Forum discussion 10 (one of the above 2 choices). 

 

 

11/1 Week 11 – CULTURAL STUDIES 



 

READ -  

 

● Carolina Maria de Jesus. Child of the Dark: The Diary of Carolina Maria 

de Jesus. David St. Clair. New American Library, Inc., 1962. 

● Virtual Book Presentation 

● Tuesday – submit first paragraph, outline and bibliography.  

● Friday – Forum discussion 11 (one of the above 3 choices). 

 

11/8 Week 12 – ECONOMICS 

● Fernando Henrique Cardoso and Enzo Faletto, Dependency and 

Development in Latin America 

● TBS: Virtual Book Presentation 

● Friday – Forum discussion 12 (one of the above 2 choices). 

 

11/15 Week 13 – RELIGION 

● Choose one of the following three readings: 

● Boff, Leonardo, and Clodivis Boff. Introducing Liberation Theology. 

Orbis Books, 1987. ISBN: 9780883445501 

● Chesnut, Andrew. Born Again in Brazil: The Pentecostal Boom and the 

Pathogens of Poverty. Rutgers University Press, 1997. 

● Ireland, Rowen. Kingdoms Come: Religion and Politics in Brazil. The 

University of Pittsburgh Press, 1992. ISBN: 9780822976813 

● Virtual Book Presentation 

● Tuesday – the first draft of your literature review.  

● Friday – Forum discussion 13 (one of the above 3 choices). 

 

11/22 Week 14 – MUSIC and DANCE  

READ -  

● Guillermoprieto, Alma. Samba: The Making of Brazilian Carnival. 

Indiana University Press, 1991. ISBN: 9780394571898 

● Virtual Book Presentation 

● Friday – Forum discussion 14 (one of the above 3 choices). 

 

 

11/29  Week 15 – PEDAGOGY - PRESENT RESEARCH  (week 15) 

● Finalize research 

● Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed 

 

12/6 –  FINALS WEEK (week 6/11) 

● TUESDAY: Turn in final version of LIT REVIEW 
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