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Comparative Politics of Pakistan, India, and South Asia 

CPO 353x 

 

 

Course Justification 

South Asia is the most populous region on Earth. Pakistan and India have been at loggerheads since their 
mutual creation out of British India in 1947, despite extensive historical and socio-cultural linkages. In 
recent decades novel political articulations of religion in both Pakistan and India have arisen, emerging 
as homogenizing threats to the many minorities throughout South Asia. These trends threaten 
democratic backsliding.  

This course will analyze the political systems of South Asia, focusing primarily on India and Pakistan, 
looking at the political institutions themselves as well as the socio-cultural and historical bases of these, 
and the trends and shifts over the decades.  

This course will look into the development of the state apparatus in both Pakistan and India from the 
anti-colonial movement in the early twentieth century through the establishment of independence in 
1947 to the present, looking at ideological underpinnings and ideas into its formation, and ways to these 
states seek to manage collective identities. Especially foregrounded will be the role of regional 
representation (centralism versus federalism), the role of ideas, especially religious ideas, social and 
class structures, and the military. 

Students will learn about the various elements within the colonial context which led to the foundation 
of the two states and be familiar with the political structures and societal makeup of each, and their 
ever-moving geopolitical position with respect to changing global and regional circumstances. 

Students will be able to critically assess narratives on state policy, and the global, regional, and internal 
implications of policies in the region. 

 

 



Comparative Politics of Pakistan, India, and South Asia 

CPO 353x 

Instructor: T. J. Liguori, Ph.D. 

 

 

Course Description and Purpose 

South Asia is the most populous region on Earth. Pakistan and India have been at loggerheads since their 
mutual creation out of British India in 1947, despite extensive historical and socio-cultural linkages. In 
recent decades novel political articulations of religion in both Pakistan and India have arisen, emerging 
as homogenizing threats to the many minorities throughout South Asia. These trends threaten 
democratic backsliding.  

This course will analyze the political systems of South Asia, focusing primarily on India and Pakistan, 
looking at the political institutions themselves as well as the socio-cultural and historical bases of these, 
and the trends and shifts over the decades.  

This course will look into the development of the state apparatus in both Pakistan and India from the 
anti-colonial movement in the early twentieth century through the establishment of independence in 
1947 to the present, looking at ideological underpinnings and ideas into its formation, and ways to these 
states seek to manage collective identities. Especially foregrounded will be the role of regional 
representation (centralism versus federalism), the role of ideas, especially religious ideas, social and 
class structures, and the military. 

Students will learn about the various elements within the colonial context which led to the foundation 
of the two states and be familiar with the political structures and societal makeup of each, and their 
ever-moving geopolitical position with respect to changing global and regional circumstances. 

Students will be able to critically assess narratives on state policy, and the global, regional, and internal 
implications of policies in the region. 

 

Course Objectives 

Upon completing this course, students will be able to: 

• Identify key figures, debates, and themes in South Asian politics. 

• Compare differing policies and their supposed, actual, and potential effects. 

• Evaluate texts based on close reading, logical reasoning, contextual analysis, historical and thematic 
factors.  

• Analyze and critique sources of political positions, taking into account the factors mentioned above. 

 



Texts 

Oberst, Robert C., Yogendra Malik, Charles H. Kennedy, Ashok Kapur, Mahendra Lawoti, Syedur Rahman, 
and Ahrar Ahmad. Government and Politics in South Asia, 7th edition. New York: Routledge, 2018. 

Ramachandra Guha. India after Gandhi. New York: HarperCollins, 2007. 

Paul Brass, ed. Routledge Handbook of South Asian Politics. London and New York: Routledge, 2010. 

Ayesha Jalal. The Struggle for Pakistan: A Muslim Homeland and Global Politics. Cambridge, MA: The 
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2014. 

Sugata Bose and Ayesha Jalal. Modern South Asia: History, Culture, Political Economy, 4th edition. 
Abingdon and New York: Routledge, 2018.  

Various articles assigned by the instructor, accessible through the FIU library (library.fiu.edu). 

 

Assignments 

Writing-intensive course 

Map Quiz = 5% 

 Students will be quizzed on the locations of independent states, major (first-level) 
administrative divisions, and large cities. 

 

Exams (2x 20%) = 40% 

 Students will take two exams on the content covered within the class. One exam will function as 
a mid-term, the other one will be a final exam at the end of the semester 

 

Paper = 10% 

 Students will select a theme within debates on South Asian politics and analyze the implications 
of different propositions. 

 

Group Presentation: Issue Area= 15% 

 Students will form groups and be required to present a synopsis for a given issue area in the 
region. This will be presented to the rest of the class and subjected to a Q & A response from their 
classmates. After the presentation, students will submit a collective report detailing their findings and 
responding to critiques aired by their classmates. 

 

Weekly Discussion (15 x 2%) = 30% 



 Short response to the prompted question for the week. Students are required to engage with 
their peers responses, offering feedback to their peers’ submissions. 

 

Class Meetings 

Classes will meet twice weekly throughout the 16-week semester. 

 

Week 1: Introduction to South Asia: Where, What, and Who 

Bose and Jalal chapters 1-2 

 

Week 2: The Mughal Empire and the Politics of South Asia before the British 

Bose and Jalal chapters 3-5 

 

Week 3: The East India Company Raj 

Bose and Jalal chapters 6-8  

 

Week 4: The British Raj 

Bose and Jalal chapters 9-10; Metcalf and Metcalf “Revolt, the Modern State, and Colonized Subjects, 
1848-1885” 

 

Week 5: The Road Toward Partition 1909-1947 

Bose and Jalal chapters 11-16; Guha Part One 

 

Week 6: Defining the New States: Identity and Democracy Part 1: Nehruvian India: Secular, Socialist, and 
Modern, 1947-1966 

Bose and Jalal, chapters 17-18; Guha Parts 2-3; Brass chapters 4, 15 

Map Quiz 

 

Week 7: Defining the New States: Identity and Democracy Part 2: Contesting Pakistan: Secular and/or 
Islamic? 1947-1971 



Selections from Jalal The Struggle for Pakistan; Pal “Objectives Resolution: The Root of Religious 
Orthodoxy”; A Ahmed “Advocating a Secular Pakistan: The Munir Report of 1954”; Jinnah “The Vision of 
Secular Pakistan”; Liaquat Ali Khan “The Objectives Resolution”; “The Munir Report: Can There Be an 
Islamic State”; Maududi “The Islamist Vision of an Islamic System”; Brass chapters 6, 16 

Week 8:  The Smaller States of South Asia: Maldives, Sri Lanka, Nepal, and Bhutan 

Oberst et al. Parts 4-5 (“Nepal” and “Sri Lanka”); Nestroy “Bhutan: The Himalayan Buddhist Kingdom”; 
Brass chapters 2, 8, 9 

Week 9: Bangladeshi Independence 

Oberst et al. Part 3 “Bangladesh”; selections from Guhathakurta and Schendel The Bangladesh Reader 

Mid-Term Exam 

Week 10: Congress India from Indira through Narasimha Rao, 1966-1996 

Guha Part 4; Brass chapter 10; Oberst et al. Part I “India” 

Week 11: Pakistan: Dilemmas 1970s to the present 

Selections from Toor The State of Islam and from Siddiqa Military Inc.; Oberst et al Part II “Pakistan” 

Week 12: Gender, Minorities, Caste, and Ethnic Nationalism 

BR Giri “Ethnic Politics in the Dragon Kingdom”; Zaman “Religious Minorities and the Anxieties of an 
Islamic Identity”; Basu “Gender and Politics”; Brass chapters 17-18 

Week 13:; The Rise of the Hindutva Ideology in India 

Selections from Jaffrelot Hindu Nationalism; selections from Hansen The Saffron Wave; Guha Part 5 

Week 14: Policy Papers Due; Final Exams 

Week 15: Final Group Presentations 

Week 16: Final Group Presentations 
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