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Pakistan in Regional and Global Politics 

INR 322x 

 

 

Course Justification 

Pakistan is now the fifth-largest country in terms of population, bordering both the first and second 
most-populated countries (China and India), and operates in a geopolitical pivot zone between Iran, 
Afghanistan, India, China, and the Arabian Sea, with extensive economic connections with Saudi Arabia. 
Pakistan has historically been a close ally of the United States during the Cold War but has seen its 
position within US foreign policy shift in recent years, due to the realignment of American strategic 
interests and the rise of the US global war on terror and invasion of Afghanistan in the twenty-first 
century. Pakistan’s volatile relations with its larger neighbor, India, also threatens the outbreak of war 
between the two states: a prospect whose dangers are hugely amplified to global proportions by both 
states’ possession of nuclear weapons. The ongoing rebellion in Indian-administered Kashmir for self-
determination has been met with continued, if often self-interested, assistance by Pakistan. The porous 
border with Afghanistan also presents huge implications for regional alliance systems as well as the 
internal politics of both Afghanistan and China. Recent large-scale investments into the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) also present new options for realignments global alliance systems. 

Pakistan is a large and diverse country in an area of central focus for novel geopolitical realignments. 
This internal and historical diversity of Pakistan simultaneously draws attention to cross-border cultural 
linkages dating back millennia, tying Pakistan to Central Asia, South Asia, Iran, and the Persian Gulf-
Arabian Sea-Indian Ocean region. Recent geopolitical developments tie Pakistan to Afghanistan and 
Central Asia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Iran in the Middle East, and China. These diverse actors stress 
that Pakistan’s geopolitical positioning is not limited to the South Asian region, but significantly rest 
upon developments in Central Asia, the Middle East, and China. Pakistan’s importance in United States 
foreign policy is also undergoing reassessment, as elements of the US policy establishment seek to 
counteract the rise of China by leaning on India. 

This course will look into the development of the state of Pakistan, from the Pakistan movement in the 
1940s through the establishment of its independence in 1947 to the present, looking at ideological 
underpinnings and ideas into its formation, and practical developments made to grapple with the world 
of independent states in the Cold War arena into which it was thrown, and the emergence of other 
global trends. Within Pakistan, we will be looking at the role of regional representation (centralism 
versus federalism), the role of ideas, especially Islam, social and class structures, and the military. 

Students will learn about the various elements within the colonial context which led to the foundation 
of Pakistan and be familiar with the political structures and societal makeup of Pakistan, and its ever-
moving geopolitical position with respect to changing global and regional circumstances. 

Students will be able to critically assess narratives on state policy, and the global, regional, and internal 
implications of policies made by Pakistan, and by other states towards Pakistan. 

 



Pakistan in Regional and Global Politics 

INR 322x 

Instructor: T. J. Liguori, Ph.D. 

 

 

Course Description and Purpose 

Pakistan is now the fifth-largest country in terms of population, bordering both the first and second 
most-populated countries (China and India), and operates in a geopolitical pivot zone between Iran, 
Afghanistan, India, China, and the Arabian Sea, with extensive economic connections with Saudi Arabia. 
Pakistan has historically been a close ally of the United States during the Cold War but has seen its 
position within US foreign policy shift in recent years, due to the realignment of American strategic 
interests and the rise of its global war on terror and invasion of Afghanistan in the twenty-first century. 
Pakistan’s volatile relations with its larger neighbor, India, also threatens the outbreak of war between 
the two states: a prospect whose dangers are hugely amplified to global proportions by both states’ 
possession of nuclear weapons. The ongoing insurgency in Indian-administered Kashmir for self-
determination has been met with continued, if often self-interested, assistance by Pakistan. The porous 
border with Afghanistan also presents huge implications for regional alliance systems as well as the 
internal politics of both Afghanistan and China. Recent large-scale investments into the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) also present new options for realignments global alliance systems. 

Pakistan is a large and diverse country in an area of central focus for novel geopolitical realignments. 
This internal and historical diversity of Pakistan simultaneously draws attention to cross-border cultural 
linkages dating back millennia, tying Pakistan to Central Asia, South Asia, Iran, and the Persian Gulf-
Arabian Sea-Indian Ocean region. Recent geopolitical developments tie Pakistan to Afghanistan and 
Central Asia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Iran in the Middle East, and China. These diverse actors stress 
that Pakistan’s geopolitical positioning is not limited to the South Asian region, but significantly rest 
upon developments in Central Asia, the Middle East, and China. Pakistan’s importance in United States 
foreign policy is also undergoing reassessment, as elements of the US policy establishment seek to 
counteract the rise of China by leaning on India. 

This course will look into the development of the state of Pakistan, from the Pakistan movement in the 
1940s through the establishment of its independence in 1947 to the present, looking at ideological 
underpinnings and ideas into its formation, and practical developments made to grapple with the world 
of independent states in the Cold War arena into which it was thrown, and the emergence of other 
global trends. Within Pakistan, we will be looking at the role of regional representation (centralism 
versus federalism), the role of ideas, especially Islam, social and class structures, and the military. 

Students will learn about the various elements within the colonial context which led to the foundation 
of Pakistan and be familiar with the political structures and societal makeup of Pakistan, and its ever-
moving geopolitical position with respect to changing global and regional circumstances. 

Students will be able to critically assess narratives on state policy, and the global, regional, and internal 
implications of policies made by Pakistan, and by other states towards Pakistan. 



 

Course Objectives 

Upon completing this course, students will be able to: 

• Identify key figures, debates, and themes in policies towards and from Pakistan. 

• Compare differing policies and their supposed, actual, and potential effects. 

• Evaluate texts based on close reading, logical reasoning, contextual analysis, historical and thematic 
factors.  

• Analyze and critique foreign policies more broadly, taking into account the factors mentioned above. 

 

COIL 

This course will likely be paired with a similar course at the Lahore University of Management and 
Technology (Lahore UMT) in a Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) setting. Students will 
interact will their counterparts at Lahore UMT for the Policy Presentation assignment, where they will 
be partnered with students at Lahore UMT to provide an analysis of a particular topic area and offer 
suggestions for improvement, with an eye towards global improvements, possibly looking towards the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals as models. Students will also be able to analyze trade-offs between 
pursuing global, regional, and state goals, and the local fissures that are created or impacted by such 
pursuits. 

 

Texts 

Ayesha Jalal. The Struggle for Pakistan: A Muslim Homeland and Global Politics. Cambridge, MA: The 
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2014. 

Various articles and book chapters assigned by the instructor posted onto the course’s Canvas site. 

 

Assignments 

Writing-intensive course 

Map Quiz = 5% 

 

Exams (2x 20%) = 40% 

 Students will take two exams on the content covered within the class. The first exam will be at 
the mid-term of the semester. The second exam will be a final exam for the course. 

 



Policy Paper = 10% 

 Students will select a theme or issue area within debates on Pakistani policy and analyze the 
implications of different propositions. Papers will be 3-5 pages long and substantively engage with a 
topic area of Pakistani foreign policy. This paper will provide a brief overview, history, and background 
of a central issue area, assess how it impacts the Pakistani state and society, and propose an objective 
that aims to ameliorate the matter while describing how it does so and what impacts it will have. 

 

Group Presentation of Proposed Policy for Pakistan = 15% 

 Students will form groups and be required to present a policy for a given issue area. This will be 
presented to the rest of the class and subjected to a Q & A response from their classmates. After the 
presentation, students will submit a collective Policy Paper detailing their positions and responding to 
critiques aired by their classmates. 

 

Weekly Discussion (15 x 2%) = 30% 

 Short response to the prompted question for the week. Students are required to engage with 
their peers’ responses, and offer feedback to their peers’ submissions. 

 

 

Class Meetings 

Classes will meet twice weekly throughout the 16-week semester. 

 

 

Week 1: Foundations (Part 1): The Creation of Pakistan, 1857-1947 

Gilmartin “Muslim League Appeals to the Voters of Punjab for Support of Pakistan”; Jalal Prologue and 
chapter 1 

 

Week 2: Foundations (Part 2): The Pakistan Movement, 1930-1947 

Iqbal “A Separate State for Muslims within India”; Chaudhry Rahmat Ali “The Fatherland of the Pak 
Nation”; Jinnah “We Have to Live Together—We Have to Work Together”; Jinnah “Hindus and Muslims: 
Two Separate Nations”; Jinnah “The Push Toward a New Muslim Nation”; Jalal chapter 2 

 

Week 3: Pakistan and the International Setting of 1947 

 



Week 4: Establishing a Pakistani State Identity 

Pal “Objectives Resolution: The Root of Religious Orthodoxy”; A Ahmed “Advocating a Secular Pakistan: 
The Munir Report of 1954”; Jinnah “The Vision of Secular Pakistan”; Liaquat Ali Khan “The Objectives 
Resolution”; “The Munir Report: Can There Be an Islamic State”; Maududi “The Islamist Vision of an 
Islamic System” 

 

Week 5: Negotiating Islamic Identity, Postcolonialism, and US Alliance, 1947-71 

Hashmi “’Zero Plus Zero Plus Zero’: Pakistan, the Baghdad Pact, and the Suez Crisis”; Jalal chapters 3-4; 
Siddiqa “The Pakistan Military: The Development of Praetorianism, 1947-1977” 

 

Week 6: The Kashmir Dispute and Relations with India, 1947-1972 

Selections from S Bose Kashmir: Roots of Conflict, Paths to Peace; Basrur “India-Pakistan relations: 
Between War and Peace”; selections from Amin Pakistan’s Foreign Policy: A Reappraisal 

Map Quiz 

 

Week 7: Bangladesh 1971 

Jalal chapter 5 

 

Week 8: Searching for a New Pakistani Identity: Bhutto 1971-77 

Jalal chapter 6 

 

Week 9: Zia-ul-Haq and Righteous Rule 

Toor “From Bhutto’s Authoritarian Populism to Zia’s Military Theocracy”; Jalal chapter 7 

Mid-Term Exam 

 

Week 10: Afghanistan, “Strategic Depth,” and the Fight against the Soviet Union 

Rubin and Siddique “Resolving the Pakistan-Afghanistan Stalemate” 

 

Week 11: Pakistan’s Foreign Policy in the Persian Gulf and Middle East 



Riedel “Enduring Allies: Pakistan’s Partnership with Saudi Arabia”; Amin “Pakistan’s Relations with the 
Islamic World”; Rizvi “Islam and Foreign Policy”; Pant “Pakistan and Iran: A Relationship in Search of 
Meaning”; Jalal chapter 8 

 

Week 12: Pakistan and the United States in the Global War on Terror 

Jalal chapters 9, 10, and “Epilogue: Overcoming Terror” 

 

Week 13: The Taliban’s Takeover of Afghanistan; and the Future of Pakistani Foreign Policy 

Paliwal “A Strategic Shock for the Subcontinent”; Jaffrelot “South Asia and the Taliban: Ground Zero for 
a New Cold War”; National Security Adviser Moeed Yusuf interview with Christina Lamb The Sunday 
Times 

 

Week 14: Policy Papers Due; Final Exam 

 

Week 15: Final Presentations 

 

Week 16: Final Group Presentations 
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