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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Curriculum Committee 

FROM: Pascale Bécel 

CC: Sarah Mathews 

DATE: November 3rd, 2021 

SUBJECT: Rationale for the course and plans for co-teaching. 

Medardo Rosario, Assistant Professor in the Department of Modern Languages, and Alexander 
Butler, Visiting Assistant Professor in the Department of Teaching and Learning, have been 
collaborating on a course proposal “Archipelagic Pedagogy: An Approach to Caribbean Literature 
and Cartography.” 

A considerable number (around 60%-70%) of students from the Spanish program in the Department 
of Modern Languages at FIU become teachers. Similarly, many of the students from the School of 
Education end up teaching cultural and social themes in the K-12 system. It is important to provide 
opportunities for both groups of future educators to acquire the methods to develop curricula and 
teach themes related to the communities they serve.  

We request that the course to be split 50/50 between Teaching and Learning and Modern 
Languages. Jessica Moro, Office of the Registrar, confirmed a course submission could be entered 
into PantherSoft with 50/50 split between the two departments. We are using the course pre-fix ISS 
(Interdisciplinary Social Sciences), since this would fit nicely both in Education Social Studies and 
Spanish’s transcripts. 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Kind regards, 

Pascale Bécel, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor and Chair 
Department of Modern Languages, DM 499 
Florida International University 
11200 SW 8th Street Miami, FL  33199 Phone 
305-348-2851 becelp@fiu.edu 
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Department of  Modern Languages
Department of  Teaching and Learning

Florida International University

Archipelagic Pedagogy:
An Approach to Caribbean Literature and Cartography

Medardo Rosario, PhD
Email: Canvas Inbox
Office: 485A, DM
Office Hours: by
appointment
Turn Around: 48 hours

Alexander Butler, PhD
Email: Canvas Inbox
Office: ZOOM meetings
Office Hours: By
Appointment
Turn Around: 48 hours

Course Description

How to teach the Caribbean and its cultures? This course aims for an answer by examining literary
and cartographic representations of  the region during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, when
its first representations emerged. Two objectives will frame the discussions: (1) to employ literature
and cartography as means to explore and understand different Caribbean identities; (2) to use
sociocultural theories of  learning and teaching to build pedagogies that uncover the complexity of
Caribbean cultures. The course is divided into three units: identity, literature, and cartography. First,
we will embark upon a discussion around Caribbean identities by examining the works of  Anderson,
Benítez-Rojo, Gaztambide-Géigel, Mintz, Martínez-San Miguel, among others. You will get
familiarized with relevant theoretical approaches delving into the subject. Second, we will examine
literary texts from the aforementioned period that describe and delimitate the Caribbean archipelago.
You will learn how to teach students to investigate sources like historians and closely read texts in
order to ignite discussions around race and identity in the classroom. Third, we will study maps of
the Caribbean produced by cartographers such as Orthelius, Mercator, and Boazio. You will learn
how to read different maps and use these representations of  the Caribbean to explore the ways in
which its peoples’ identities are shaped by them. Every unit includes two workshops where you will
explore pedagogical theory and methodology around the themes and materials introduced in class.
Furthermore, you will become familiar with Geographic Information System (GIS), a digital tool for
the systematic study of  cartographic material and, in this case, its relationship with literary and
historiographic texts.



Justification

A considerable number (around 60%-70%) of  students from the Spanish program in the
Department of  Romance Languages at FIU become teachers. Similarly, many of  the students from
the School of  Education end up teaching cultural and social themes in the K-12 system. It is
important to provide opportunities for both groups of  future educators to acquire the methods to
develop curricula and teach themes related to the communities they serve.

Course Objectives

In this class, students will:

1. Employ literature and cartography as means to explore and understand di�erent Caribbean
identities;

2. Closely read literary text in order to engage with discussions about race, ethnicity and gender.
3. Learn how to read a map.
4. Investigate and analyze  sociocultural theories of learning and teaching.
5. Design educational spaces and pedagogies using sociocultural theories of learning and teaching.
6. Implement sociocultural pedagogies that empower students to analyze the complexity of

Caribbean cultures.

Active Learning Strategies

The instructors will engage learners with exposure to discussion topics regarding Caribbean
identities and cultures and theories of  learning and teaching, as well as out-of-class assignments
linked to the course weekly topics. Students will participate in different activities including essays,
written discussion forums, individual and group design projects, debates, formal oral presentations,
and reflection.

Policies

Before starting this course, please review the following pages:

● Policies
● Netiquette (Links to an external site.)
● Technical Requirements and Skills
● Accessibility and Accommodation
● Panthers Care & Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS)
● Academic Misconduct Statement
● FIU's Policy and Procedure Library
● FIU Student Conduct and Honor Code

Accessibility and Accommodation

https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/117053/pages/policies
https://online.fiu.edu/html/canvas/policies/
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/117053/pages/technical-requirements-and-skills
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/117053/pages/accessibility-and-accommodation
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/117053/pages/panthers-care-and-counseling-and-psychological-services-caps
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/117053/pages/academic-misconduct-statement
https://policies.fiu.edu/
https://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/get-support/student-conduct-and-academic-integrity/student-conduct-and-honor-code/index.php


The Disability Resource Center collaborates with students, faculty, sta�, and community members to
create diverse learning environments that are usable, equitable, inclusive, and sustainable. The DRC
provides FIU students with disabilities the necessary support to successfully complete their education
and participate in activities available to all students. If you have a diagnosed disability and plan to
utilize academic accommodations, please contact the Center at 305-348-3532 or visit them at the
Graham Center GC 190.

For additional assistance please contact FIU's Disability Resource Center.

Web Accessibility Statements for Partners and Vendors

● Canvas
● Microsoft
● Adobe
● Google
● YouTube
● LinkedIn
● ProctorU
● HonorLock
● Turnitin
● OpenStax
● Zoom
● Respondus LockDown Browser

Please visit our ADA Compliance web page for additional information about accessibility involving the
tools used in this course.

Academic Misconduct Statement

Florida International University is a community dedicated to generating and imparting knowledge
through excellent teaching and research, the rigorous and respectful exchange of ideas, and community
service. All students should respect the right of others to have an equitable opportunity to learn and
honestly demonstrate the quality of their learning. Therefore, all students are expected to adhere to a
standard of academic conduct, which demonstrates respect for themselves, their fellow students, and
the educational mission of the University. All students are deemed by the University to understand
that if they are found responsible for academic misconduct, they will be subject to the Academic
Misconduct procedures and sanctions, as outlined in the Student Conduct and Honor Code.
Academic Misconduct includes:

Cheating

● The unauthorized use of any materials, information, study aids or assistance from another
person on any academic assignment or exercise, unless explicitly authorized by the course
Instructor;

http://drc.fiu.edu/
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2061
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/trustcenter/compliance/accessibility
https://www.adobe.com/accessibility/compliance.html
https://www.google.com/accessibility/
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/189278?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/accessibility
https://www.proctoru.com/accessibility-statement
https://honorlock.com/accessibility-statement/
https://www.turnitin.com/about/accessibility
https://openstax.org/accessibility-statement
https://zoom.us/accessibility
http://support.respondus.com/support/index.php?/default_import/Knowledgebase/Article/View/187/19/is-lockdown-browser-accessible-to-those-with-disabilities
https://online.fiu.edu/html/canvas/mastertemplate/accessibility/


● Assisting another student in the unauthorized use of any materials, information, study aids,
unless explicitly authorized by the Instructor; and

● Having a substitute complete any academic assignment or completing an academic assignment
for someone else, either paid or unpaid; and

Plagiarism

● The deliberate use and appropriation of another are work without any indication of the source
and the representation of such work as the Student's own.

● Assisting another student in the deliberate use and appropriation of another’s work without
any indication of the source and the representation of such work as the student’s own.

Learn more about the academic integrity policies and procedures as well as student resources that can
help you prepare for a successful semester.

Panthers Care & Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS)

If you are looking for help for yourself or a fellow classmate, Panthers Care encourages you to express
any concerns you may come across as it relates to any personal behavior concerns or worries you have,
for the classmate’s well-being or yours; you are encouraged to share your concerns with FIU’s Panthers
Care website.

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) o�ers free and con�dential help for anxiety, depression,
stress, and other concerns that life brings. Professional counselors are available for same-day
appointments. Don’t wait to call (305) 348-2277 to set up a time to talk or visit the online self-help
portal.

Inclusivity Statement

This course will serve to embrace the diversity and inclusivity found within Florida International
University. We appreciate and respect diversity, equality, equity, cooperativeness, community, and
sustainability within our online courses. We are committed to the ongoing education of our students
and their participation within the course regardless of gender, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation,
geographical location, religion, and disability. We strive to encourage collaboration by preparing our
students to value the di�erences in others. At the core of our intentions is the encouragement of
acceptance and appreciation of di�erences within our student population and community.

Proctored Exam Policy

Please note that the information contained in this section applies only if  your course
requires a proctored exam.

Through a careful examination of  this syllabus, it is the student’s responsibility to determine whether
this online course requires proctored exams. Please visit our Student Proctored Exam
Instructions (Links to an external site.) webpage for important information concerning proctored
exams, proctoring centers, and important forms.

https://online.fiu.edu/student/resources/policies.php
https://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/get-support/student-conduct-and-academic-integrity/index.php
http://pantherscare.fiu.edu/
http://pantherscare.fiu.edu/
http://caps.fiu.edu/
http://online.fiu.edu/currentstudents/exams
http://online.fiu.edu/currentstudents/exams


Textbooks and Course Materials

Padrón, Ricardo. The Spacious Word. U Chicago P, 2004. ISBN:  
0-226-64433-2

Lave, Jean, and Etienne Wenger. Situated learning: Legitimate peripheral
participation. Cambridge, 1991. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511815355. ISBN: 9780511815355

Vygotsky, L. S. Mind in society: The development of higher psychological processes.
Harvard UP, 1978. ISBN-10:   0674576292.

Expectations of  this Course

Students are expected to:

● Review the syllabus, course content, and course work
● Do a browser and software checkup
● Interact online with instructor/s and peers

https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511815355


● Review and follow the course calendar
● Log in to the course on a daily basis
● Respond to messages within 1 day
● Submit the assignments by the deadlines

Early Alert

In an effort to help you succeed in your academic courses, FIU utilizes an Early Alert (Links to an
external site) system. Instructors are now able to notify students’ academic advisors if  there are
concerns about class performance. If  an alert is submitted, your academic advisor will send you a
message via your Student Dashboard (accessed via your MYFIU page) to discuss ways to improve
your performance. Please respond to any communication you receive from your academic advisor
about an early alert. Our goal with this program is to help you to be successful by identifying any
issues as early on as possible and working to address them.

Course Communication

Communication in this course will take place via the Canvas Inbox. Check out the Canvas
Conversations Tutorial or Canvas Guide to learn how to communicate with your instructor and peers
using Announcements, Discussions, and the Inbox. I will respond to all correspondences within 24
hours. Course messages are a private and secure text-based communication system which occurs
within a course among its course members. Users must log on to CANVAS to send, receive, or read
messages. The Inbox tool is located on the Course Menu, on the left side of  the course Homepage.
It is recommended that students check their messages routinely to ensure up-to-date communication
and set up their Canvas notifications to make them aware of  incoming messages. Also, students must
pay special attention to the Announcements posted by your Instructor.

Your Instructor will be available to speak with you during office hours by appointment. Please,
contact your Instructor if  you have any questions or need assistance at any time during the semester.
Do not wait until the end of  the semester to ask for help or clarification.

Important Dates

Classes start on Monday, August 22, 2022 and end on Saturday, December 10, 2022
Finals Week: Monday-Saturday, December 5-10, 2022
Last day to add/drop: Monday, August 29, 2022
Last day to drop with a DR grade: Monday, October 31, 2022

Zoom Video Conference

https://acs.fiu.edu/online-tools/panther-success-network/
https://acs.fiu.edu/online-tools/panther-success-network/
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Video-Guide/Conversations-Overview-All-Users/ta-p/383696
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Video-Guide/Conversations-Overview-All-Users/ta-p/383696
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10574-4212710325


Zoom is a video conference tool that you can use to interact with your professor and fellow students by
sharing screens, chatting, broadcasting live video/audio, and taking part in other interactive online
activities. We will be utilizing this tool to conduct [insert meeting purpose here].

Zoom Meetings will be held on the following dates/time:

● Meeting 1: TBD
● Meeting 2: TBD
● Meeting 3: TBD

Zoom meetings can be accessed via the Zoom link in the course navigation menu. Once you click on
the Zoom link, it will route you to join the meeting for the respective class session. You will also be able
to view upcoming meetings, previous meetings that you have already joined, and meeting recordings.
Before joining an actual class session:

● Reference the Zoom Student Tutorials to learn about the tool, how to access your meeting
room, and share your screen.

● Access the Zoom Test Meeting Room to test out the software before joining an actual session.

If you encounter any technical di�culties, please contact the FIU Canvas Help Team. Please ensure
you contact support immediately upon the issue occurring.

Assignments

In order to mitigate any issues with your computer and online assessments, it is very important that
you take the "Practice Quiz" from each computer you will be using to take your graded quizzes and
exams. It is your responsibility to make sure your computer meets the minimum hardware
requirements.

All assessments will auto-submit when (1) the timer runs out OR (2) the closing date/time is reached,
whichever happens �rst. For example, if a quiz has a closing time of 5:00 pm but the student begins the
exam at 4:55 pm, the student will only have 5 minutes to complete the quiz.

Homework

There will be homework assignments for each of  the modules. These assignments will have
both a pedagogical and a cultural focus. The pedagogical focus includes: design proposals
using the sociocultural learning theories and pedagogies read about and discussed, close
reading of  literary texts, and providing feedback to peers. All assignments are open from the
beginning of  the semester, but there are deadlines for each of  the modules.

Final Essay

The purpose of  this project is to do in-depth research about a topic of  their interest.
Students will show their ability to conduct a multi-perspective analysis of  one of  the topics
discussed in class. and design pedagogies to teach the topic to others. Students will be asked

https://fiuhelp.force.com/canvas/s/article/Zoom-students
https://zoom.us/test
https://canvas.fiu.edu/support/
https://online.fiu.edu/student/resources/software-resources.php
https://online.fiu.edu/student/resources/software-resources.php


to engage in some kind of  problem solving. They will have to identify a problem, analyze it
and offer possible solutions.

Discussion/Participation

Keep in mind that your discussion forum postings will likely be seen by other members of the
course. Care should be taken when determining what to post. Before you participate in each of
the debates, you will have to get ready for them. For example, you will be asked to read articles,
watch certain documentaries or listen to podcasts. The discussion board debates will be graded
following the rubric found on Canvas. All discussion board assignments are open from the
beginning of the semester, but there are deadlines for each of them. 

Once you do your �rst post, you will be able to see what the other students wrote and then you
will be able to respond to their posts. A minimum of two responses (at least 100 words each) is
expected for each of the topics.

Grading

Course Requirements Weight
Homework 33%
Final Essay 33%
Discussion/Participation 33%
Total 100%

The percentage of  the grades will be distributed as follows:Percentage of  the Grades D

Letter Range (%) Letter Range (%) Letter Range (%)
A Above 95 B 83 - 86 C 70 - 76
A- 90 - 94 B- 80-82 D 60 - 69
B+ 87 - 89 C+ 77 - 79 F Below 60

Week 1: Introduction 

Introduction to the themes, objectives and evaluation of  the course.
Paris, Django. and S. Samy Alim, H. “What are we seeking to sustain through culturally sustaining

pedagogy? A loving critique forward.” Harvard Educational Review, vol. 84, no. 1, 2014, pp.
85-100.



Week 2: Caribbean Identity

Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. Verso,
2006.

John Womack, Jr., "Mariátegui, Marxism, & Nationalism [review of  Jesús Chavarría, José Carlos
Mariátegui and the Rise of  Modern Peru, 1890-1930 (Albuquerque, N.M.: University of  New
Mexico Press, 1979)]," Marxist Perspectives 3, 2 (Summer 1980): 170-174.

Week 3: Pedagogy Session

hooks, bell. “Engaged Pedagogy.” Teaching to transgress, Routledge, 1994, pp. 13-22.
Freire, Paulo. “Chapter 2.” Pedagogy of  the oppressed, Bloomsbury, 2016, pp. 71-86.
Lave, Jean, and Etienne Wenger. Situated learning: Legitimate peripheral participation. Cambridge, 2003.

Week 4: Caribbean Identity

Benítez Rojo, Antonio. The repeating island: the Caribbean and the postmodern perspective.
Translated by James Maraniss, Duke UP, 1992.

Gaztambide-Géigel, Antonio. “The invention of  the Caribbean in the 20th century.” Social and
Economic Studies, Vol. 53, No. 3, September 2004, pp. 127-157.

Girvan, Norman. “Reinterpreting the Caribbean.” The Caribbean Economy, a reader. Edited by Dennis
Pantin. Kingston: Ian Randle Publishers, 2005.

  Week 5: Pedagogy Session

Roth, Wolf-Michael, and Yew-Jin Lee. “‘Vygotsky's neglected legacy’: Cultural-historical activity
theory.” Review of  Educational Research, vol. 77, no. 2, 2007, pp. 186-232.

Greeno, James G., and Yrjö Engeström. “Learning in activity.” The Cambridge Handbook of the Learning
Sciences, edited by R. K. Sawyer, 2nd ed., Cambridge UP, 2014, pp. 79-96.

John-Steiner, Vera, and Holbrook Mahn. “Sociocultural approaches to learning and development: A
Vygotskian framework.” Educational Psychologist, vol. 31, no. 3-4, 1996, pp. 191-206.

Week 6: Caribbean Cartography

Padrón, Ricardo. The spacious word: cartography, literature, and empire in early modern Spain. Chicago:
University of  Chicago Press, 2004. (capítulo 1)

Pinet, Simone. “Literature and Cartography in Early Modern Spain: Etymologies and Conjectures”.
History of Cartography. Editado por J.B Harley y David Woodward. Chicago: University
Chicago Press, 1987, págs. 469-476.

Tolias, George. “Isolarii, Fifteenth to Seventeenth Century”. History of Cartography. Editado por J.B
Harley y David Woodward. Chicago: University Chicago Press, 1987, págs. 263-284.



  Week 7: Pedagogy Session

Ainsworth, Shaaron. “DeFT: A conceptual framework for considering learning with multiple
representations.” Learning and Instruction, vol. 16, no. 3, 2006, pp. 183-198.
doi:10.1016/j.learninstruc.2006.03.001

Vertesi, Janet. “Mind the gap: The London underground map and users' representations of  urban
space.” Social Studies of  Science,vol. 38, no. 1, 2008, pp. 7-33.

Week 8: Caribbean Cartography

Mercator, Gerardus. Nova et aucta orbis terrae descriptio, ad usum navigantium emendate accomodata. Chicago:
Rand McNally, 1964.

Ortelius, Abraham. Theatrum Orbis Terrarum. Antuerpiae: Auctoris aere & cura impressum
absolutumq́ue apud Aegidium Radaeum Gandensem, MDLXXV [1575].

Boazio Battista, Giovanni. Sir Francis Drake in Cartagena. Antique Maps. Editado por Carl Moreland
and David Bannister. Oxford: Phaidon, Christie's, 1986.

  Week 9: Pedagogy Session

Renner, Adam, et al. “Plotting inequalities, building resistance.” Teaching for black lives, edited by Dyan
Watson, Jesse Hagopian, and Au Wayne, Rethinking Schools, 2018, pp. 198-203.

Thornton, Stephen J., and Bárbara C. Cruz. “Geography.” In Teaching social studies to English
language learners, Routledge, 2013, pp. 80-94.

Week 10: Caribbean Literature

Columbus, Christopher. The Journal of  ChristopherColumbus. (fragmentos)

Irizarry, Estelle. “The Two Authors of  Columbus’ Diary.”Computers and the Humanities, vol. 27, no. 2,
1993, pp. 85-92.

Howarth, William. “Putting Columbus in His Place.” Southwest Review, vol. 77, no. 2-3, AMERICAN
PLACES: A Special Double Issue (SPRING / SUMMER 1992), pp. 153-165.

  Week 11: Pedagogy Session

Craig, Kelani, Charlie. Mahoney, and Joshua Danish. “Correcting for presentism in student reading
of  historical accounts through digital-history methodologies.” American Educational
Research Association Annual Meeting, San Antonio, 2017, April 26 - May 1. TX. DOI:
https://convention2.allacademic.com/one/aera/aera17/index.php?cmd=Online+Program
+View+Paper&selected_paper_id=1183292&PHPSESSID=pe1f9aoocp20trbmtioab4tft6

Levstik, Linda. S. “Learning history.” Handbook of research on learning and instruction, edited by R. E.
Mayer and P. A. Alexander, Routledge, 2011, pp. 108–126.

https://convention2.allacademic.com/one/aera/aera17/index.php?cmd=Online+Program+View+Paper&selected_paper_id=1183292&PHPSESSID=pe1f9aoocp20trbmtioab4tft6
https://convention2.allacademic.com/one/aera/aera17/index.php?cmd=Online+Program+View+Paper&selected_paper_id=1183292&PHPSESSID=pe1f9aoocp20trbmtioab4tft6


Reisman, Avishag. “Reading like a historian: A document-based history curriculum intervention in
urban high schools.” Cognition and Instruction, vol. 30, no. 1, 2012, pp. 86-112.
doi:10.1080/07370008.2011.634081

Week 12: Caribbean Literature

Pané, Ramón. An Account of  the Antiquities of  theIndians. Translated by Susan C. Griswold, Duke UP,
1999.

Arrom, José Juan. “Introduction.” An Account of the Antiquities of the Indians. Translated by Susan C.
Griswold, Duke UP, 1999, 1-38.

Cattan, Marguerite. “Ramón Pané y su mundo monológico”. Dialogía: revista de lingüística, literatura y
cultura 7 (2013): 196-226.

López-Baralt, Mercedes. El mito taíno. Raíz y proyecciones en la Amazonia continental. Río Piedras, Puerto
Rico. Huracán, 1999.

Week 13: Research Period

  Week 14: Pedagogy Session
       
Gutiérrez, Kris. D., and Patick. Johnson, Patrick. “Understanding identity sampling and cultural

repertoires: Advancing a historicizing and syncretic system of  teaching and learning in justice
pedagogies.” Culturally sustaining pedagogies: Teaching and learning for justice in a changing world,
edited by D. Paris & H. S. Alim, Teachers College Press, 2017, pp. 247-260.

Week 15: Conclusion  
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