
Faculty Senate 7/201

*NC*
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

Proposal for a New Course

1. School/College  ___________________________________________________________________________

Div./Dept. in Which Taught __________________________________________________________________

2. ______     ___     ______   __________     ______ CIP Code (Leave this blank): ___________
Alpha      1st Last 3      “C”-lec-lab       Cr. Hrs.  
Prefix    Digit      Digits   “L”-Lab    

3.   Grading Method (select one): Graded Pass/Fail

4a. Course Title ______________________________________________________________________________

b. Abbreviated course Title (for computer class schedules, transcripts)

LIMITED TO 25 Characters (including spaces) 

Statewide Course Numbering Subject Matter Area ______________________________________________

Catalog Description/Major Topics (not to exceed 200 characters including spaces)

College of Medicine and College of Law: Attach description not exceeding 1,000 characters including spaces.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Attach detailed syllabus course outline and course justification on separate page(s).
Prerequisite(s): ___________________________________________________________________________

Corequisite(s): ___________________________________________________________________________

Objective(s) of Course:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does this course duplicate/overlap other courses at FIU? No Yes
If yes, please explain: ______________________________________________________________________

What other closely related department(s) have been consulted about this course?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

PROPOSAL REQUESTED BY:
Faculty Contact ___________________________________________________________   _____ / _____ / 20_____

(Type name) (Signature) 

___________________________________________________________
(Email address) (Phone number)

Chairperson (Dept./Div.)   ___________________________________________________  _____ / _____ / 20_____
(Type name) (Signature) 

Chairperson (Curr. Comm.)  _________________________________________________    _____ / _____ / 20_____
(Type name) (Signature) 

College/School Dean _______________________________________________________    _____ / _____ / 20_____
(Type name) (Signature) 

Bulletin # : ______

Academic Year : ________

DO NOT TYPE IN THIS BOX



ISS XXXX Intelligence and National Security 

 

Credits: 3 

Description: This course discusses the U.S. national security enterprise through the lens of U.S. 
intelligence. It begins with a background on intelligence, the intelligence cycle, and the U.S. 
intelligence community. It then pivots to the creation and role of the various agencies that comprise 
the U.S. national security enterprise, and each agency’s relationship to intelligence.   

Course Objectives: This course seeks to improve students’ writing skills with the objective for 
students to enter the intelligence community ready and able to meet their agency’s communication 
standards. To that end, this course assigns weekly notes to help students practice and hone their 
craft. 

Learning Outcomes: 

Students will research and understand the various tensions between:  

1. The intelligence community’s mission to inform and predict with policymaker’s mission to 
legislate. 

2. Transparency inherent in democracy and the secrecy required for intelligence. 
3. Recent controversy on the right to privacy and the intelligence community’s mission to 

inform.  
4. Students will analyze and challenge the correct role of intelligence in the United States and 

determine effective, efficient, or robust methods to improve the intelligence community. 

Textbook: 

 Jane Rosenzweig, “The Whistle Blower Knows How to Write,” The New York Times, 
September 27, 2019. 

 Strunk and White, The Elements of Style. 
https://faculty.washington.edu/heagerty/Courses/b572/public/StrunkWhite.pdf  

  2017 National Security Strategy, “Introduction” p. 1-4, p. 25 – 35 
 Jack Snyder, “One World Rival Theories,” Foreign Policy, November/December 2004.  
 Chollet, Derek and James Goldgeier. “Preface” and “Chapter One: The Lone Superpower, 

Adrift.” In America Between the Wars, ix – 28. New York: PublicAffairs, 2008. 
 “President Bush’s Second Inaugural.” 2005. NPR, January 20.  
 “Remarks by the President at the United States Military Academy Commencement 

Ceremony.” 2014. White House Office of the Press Secretary, May 28. 
 “Remarks by President Trump to the 73rd Session of the United Nations General Assembly | 

New York, NY.” 2018. The White House, September 25. 
 Crumpton, Henry A. 2012. “Chapter 3: Recruiting; Chapter 4: Collecting” in The Art of 

Intelligence, New York: The Penguin Group.  
 Director of National Intelligence. Intelligence Community Directive 203: Analytic Standards.  

https://www.dni.gov/files/documents/ICD/ICD%20203%20Analytic%20Standards.pdf 
 Betts, Richard. 1978. “Analysis, War, and Decision: Why Intelligence Failures Are 

Inevitable,” World Politics 31 (1), October.    



 Zenko, Micah. 2015. “Inside the CIA Red Cell,” Foreign Policy, October 30. 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/10/30/inside-the-cia-red-cell-micah-zenko-red-team-
intelligence/   

 Tim Weiner. 1994. “WHY I SPIED: Aldrich Ames,” The New York Times, July 31. 
https://www.nytimes.com/1994/07/31/magazine/why-i-spied-aldrich-ames.html  

 Savage, Charlie. 2016. “What is the President’s Daily Brief?” The New York Times, December 
12. 

 Department of State, “What we hoped to accomplish in Phase I [Operation Mongoose]” July 
19, 1962. 

 Director of National Intelligence. 2019. The National Intelligence Strategy of the United 
States of America. READ pages 28 – 29; Skim the rest 
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/National_Intelligence_Strategy_2019.pdf 

 Gentry, John A. 2018. “Favorite INTs: how they develop, why they matter.” Intelligence and 
National Security 33 (6), 822-838, DOI: 10.1080/02684527.2018.1449371 

 Jervis, Robert. 2010. “Why Intelligence and Policymakers Clash.” Political Science Quarterly 
125 (2), Summer 2010, pp. 185-204 

 Kahn, Matthew. 2017. “Happy Birthday, National Security Act of 1947!” Lawfare, September 
18. https://www.lawfareblog.com/happy-birthday-national-security-act-1947 

 Rothkopf, David. “Chapter 1: The Committee in Charge of Running the World.” In Running 
the World, 3-21. New York: PublicAffairs, 2005. 

 Power, Samantha. “Chapter 19: No Manual.” In The Education of an Idealist, 211 – 223. New 
York: Dey Street Books. 2019.  

 John F. Kennedy, “Introduction,” Profiles in Courage. 
 

Topics:  

1. What is National security 
2. The Intelligence Cycle and Intelligence Missions 
3. The Intelligence Community 
4. The President, The National Security Council, and Congress 
5. The Departments of State and Defense 
6. Challenges, Ethics, and So What? 

 



Intelligence and U.S. National Security 
 

Professor Zann Isacson 
Email:  zann.isacson@fiu.edu  

Location: TBD 
Time: TBD 

Office Hours: TBD; By appointment, TBD  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND DESCRIPTION: 
This course discusses the U.S. national security enterprise through the lens of U.S. 
intelligence. We will begin the course with a background on intelligence, the intelligence 
cycle, and the U.S. intelligence community. We will then pivot to the creation and role of the 
various agencies that comprise the U.S. national security enterprise, and each agency’s 
relationship to intelligence.  The course will explore various tensions between 1) the 
intelligence community’s mission to inform and predict with policymaker’s mission to 
legislate; 2) transparency inherent in democracy and the secrecy required for intelligence; 
and 3) recent controversy on the right to privacy and the intelligence community’s mission 
to inform. Finally, students will analyze and challenge the correct role of intelligence in the 
United States and determine effective, efficient, or robust methods to improve the 
intelligence community. 
 
Furthermore, this course seeks to improve students’ writing skills with the objective for 
students to enter the intelligence community ready and able to meet their agency’s 
communication standards. To that end, this course assigns weekly notes to help students 
practice and hone their craft. 
 
CLASS SETUP 
Due to COVID-19, class will occur live via zoom. Students will log on to participate on DATE 
and TIME. Following the lecture, I will circulate a taped recording via email. I highly, highly 
recommend that students participate in class.  
 
REQUIRED COURSE READINGS: 
The Canvas site will host all readings for the course released in sections. Students must 
complete all reading to prepare for each class. In addition, students must remain current 
with international events from credible sources. A combination of The New York Times, 
Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, BBC, The Economist, among others provide a wholistic 
view of global news.  
 
For writing, I recommend reading:  

 Jane Rosenzweig, “The Whistle Blower Knows How to Write,” The New York Times, 
September 27, 2019. 

 Strunk and White, The Elements of Style. 
https://faculty.washington.edu/heagerty/Courses/b572/public/StrunkWhite.pdf  

 
 



COURSE REQUIREMENTS & GRADING POLICY: 
Academic Dishonesty: All work for this course must be the student’s own.  Please refer to 
the Student Handbook, FIU Undergraduate Honor Code.  Anyone found cheating/ 
plagiarizing will receive an “F” (fail) for the course and may be reported to the 
administration and be subjected to further serious penalties (including dismissal from the 
university).  Given the research/writing nature of this course, please avoid plagiarizing or 
recycling your own work—no excuses or exceptions. 
 
Electronic Devices: Use of any electronic devices – beyond the computer used for class – is 
prohibited.  
 
Religious Observances—Every effort will be made, where feasible and practical, to 
accommodate students whose religious practices coincide with class requirements or 
scheduling. Please make sure to notify your instructor at the beginning of the semester of 
which dates you will be absent or any anticipated problems with completing course work. 
 
Physical, Mental and Sensory Challenges—Every effort will be made, where feasible and 
practical, to accommodate students who are so challenged. Should you require 
accommodations, contact the Disability Resource Center, if you have not done so already. 
 
EVALUATION/GRADE POLICY:  
Students will receive grades based on class/reading tests, ten intelligence notes; and a final 
intelligence assessment.  
 
All writing assignments must follow the format uploaded into the Canvas site, including 
name, title, word count, and citations. Every word beyond the assigned word count will lose a 
point. Name, date, title, and source citations do not apply to the word count.  
 
The grading breakdown is as follows:  
 
GRADE BREAKDOWN 
15% - CLASS/READING TEST  
For weeks 2, 3, 4, and 5, students will take a 30-minute test on material covered in the 
readings and in class. The tests aim to ensure that students complete the required readings 
and view online lectures. I will post the test following the class, and students will have 24 
hours to complete the test.  
 
5%+ - Zoom attendance 
This grade accounts for attending the weekly zoom sessions. If you have a consistent 
weekly commitment – such as work – you must let me know by the first class. I will provide 
you an additional assignment for participation. Zoom participation is the deciding factor for 
“on-the-edge” grades. For example, if a student who participates regularly, completes the 
readings, and offers thoughtful remarks, ends the semester with an 89%, I am inclined to 
give the student an A- as the final grade. 
 
40% - WEEKLY INTELLIGENCE NOTES (The lowest grade will be dropped) 



I will assign students a group and foreign policy topic at the beginning of the semester. The 
group will write two weekly 250-word intelligence notes on the topic. Each student will 
have a different role in the group for each intelligence note. I will grade each intelligence 
note based on a standard rubric (Appendix A). The editor (see roles below) must upload 
the assignment to Canvas as a word document by 5pm on Monday and Thursday of each 
week or will receive a late penalty in line with the policy outlined below. 

 
Roles: Within each group, each student will have a different role for each intelligence note 
in line with the calendar below. The development role refers to the event – what occurred 
that warrants policymakers’ attention? What happened? When? Where? How does this 
compare to previous events? The impact role refers to the so what – why should U.S. 
policymakers care? Does this impact U.S. policy, allies, or interests? Why? What does this 
entail for the future? The editor role compiles the inputs, checks for spelling and 
grammar, and ensures the document complies with the rubric.  
 
 DUE DATE STUDENT A  STUDENT B  STUDENT C  
TBD Development  Impact  Editor  
TBD Editor  Development  Impact  
TBD Impact  Editor  Development  
TBD  Development  Impact  Editor  
TBD Editor  Development  Impact  
TBD  Impact  Editor  Development  
TBD Development  Impact  Editor  
TBD Editor  Development  Impact  
TBD Impact  Editor  Development  
TBD Development  Impact  Editor  
TBD Editor  Development  Impact  
 
 
40% - FINAL INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT 
Students will write an intelligence assessment (no more than three pages, including 
citations) on the foreign policy topic targeted to a U.S. government, foreign policy customer. 
Students will identify a U.S. foreign policy customer and tailor the intelligence assessment 
to the customer. I will grade the final intelligence assessment based on a standard rubric 
(Appendix A). The intelligence assessment format is uploaded into the Canvas site. The 
final is due on date and time. 
 
Students may submit a first draft of the intelligence assessment for comprehensive 
feedback by date and time. A student who fails to submit a first draft or submits a draft late 
will not receive feedback. 
 
Late Grading Policy 
In order to be fair to all the students in the class, a student requires a bona fide medical 
excuse supported with proper official documentation from a state-certified medical 
professional for an excused absence. Otherwise, a student may turn in the standard 



alternative assignment. I promise you will dislike this assignment.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to inform the instructor of any medical emergency that prevents the student 
from turning in an assignment and to provide official documentation from a certified 
medical professional (i.e., a medical doctor).   
 
Any assignment turned in after the time and date deadline will drop 1/3 of a letter grade for 
each 24-hour period. For example, if a student submits a paper at 5:01pm on Friday 
evening, the paper will drop from a B to a B-, C+ to C, etc. If a student submits a paper at 
5:02pm on Saturday evening, the paper will drop from a B to a C+, C+ to C-, etc.  
 
 
  



WEEK ONE: WHAT IS NATIONAL SECURITY? 
DATE 
 
DISCUSSION: 

 What is national security?  
 What are the tools available for states to conduct foreign policy? 
 Why do states choose certain foreign policy tools over others? 
 What are the Bush, Obama, and Trump doctrines? How do they compare? 
 How has the U.S. determined threats to national security? 
 How has the primary threat evolved? 

 
READINGS (in order):  

 2017 National Security Strategy, “Introduction” p. 1-4, p. 25 – 35 
 Jack Snyder, “One World Rival Theories,” Foreign Policy, November/December 2004.  
 Chollet, Derek and James Goldgeier. “Preface” and “Chapter One: The Lone 

Superpower, Adrift.” In America Between the Wars, ix – 28. New York: PublicAffairs, 
2008. 

 “President Bush’s Second Inaugural.” 2005. NPR, January 20.  
 “Remarks by the President at the United States Military Academy Commencement 

Ceremony.” 2014. White House Office of the Press Secretary, May 28. 
 “Remarks by President Trump to the 73rd Session of the United Nations General 

Assembly | New York, NY.” 2018. The White House, September 25. 
 

DUE DATE, PRIOR TO FIRST DAY OF CLASS:  
Send me an email with the following information:  

 Your name, pronoun preference, projected graduation year, major, and career 
objectives 

 Consistent obligations during class time – Mondays from 5:30 – 8:30 – that will 
prevent you from attending class (reread the participation grade criteria above) 

 Rank the following topics with 7 as most interested and 1 as least interested: Non-
state cyber actors, North Korea, Mexico, Al Qaeda, China, Syria, and Libya 

 Retype this sentence: I have read the syllabus and the writing guide and 
acknowledge the requirements as outlined in the syllabus. 

  
DUE, DATE: Intelligence Note #1 
  



WEEK TWO: THE INTELLIGENCE CYCLE AND INTELLIGENCE MISSIONS 
DATE 
 
DISCUSSION: 

 What is intelligence? 
 What do states use intelligence to achieve foreign policy goals? 
 What is the intel cycle?  
 What are the different missions in intelligence operations?  
 How do these missions support each other? Detract from each other? 
 What are customers?  
 How do states choose what to prioritize?  

 
READINGS: 

 Crumpton, Henry A. 2012. “Chapter 3: Recruiting; Chapter 4: Collecting” in The Art of 
Intelligence, New York: The Penguin Group.  

 Director of National Intelligence. Intelligence Community Directive 203: Analytic 
Standards.  
https://www.dni.gov/files/documents/ICD/ICD%20203%20Analytic%20Standard
s.pdf 

 Betts, Richard. 1978. “Analysis, War, and Decision: Why Intelligence Failures Are 
Inevitable,” World Politics 31 (1), October.    

 Zenko, Micah. 2015. “Inside the CIA Red Cell,” Foreign Policy, October 30. 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/10/30/inside-the-cia-red-cell-micah-zenko-red-
team-intelligence/   

 Tim Weiner. 1994. “WHY I SPIED: Aldrich Ames,” The New York Times, July 31. 
https://www.nytimes.com/1994/07/31/magazine/why-i-spied-aldrich-ames.html  

 Savage, Charlie. 2016. “What is the President’s Daily Brief?” The New York Times, 
December 12. 

 Department of State, “What we hoped to accomplish in Phase I [Operation 
Mongoose]” July 19, 1962. 
 

 
DUE, DATE: Intelligence note #2 
DUE, DATE: Intelligence note #3  



WEEK THREE: THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 
July 6, 2020 
 
DISCUSSIONS: 

 How is the United States intelligence community structured? Why? 
 What are the sixteen U.S. intelligence agencies? What are their objectives and 

purview? 
 What are the -ints? How do the ints function? 

 
READINGS: 

 Director of National Intelligence. 2019. The National Intelligence Strategy of the 
United States of America. READ pages 28 – 29; Skim the rest 
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/National_Intelligence_Strategy_2019.
pdf 

 Gentry, John A. 2018. “Favorite INTs: how they develop, why they matter.” 
Intelligence and National Security 33 (6), 822-838, DOI: 
10.1080/02684527.2018.1449371 

 Jervis, Robert. 2010. “Why Intelligence and Policymakers Clash.” Political Science 
Quarterly 125 (2), Summer 2010, pp. 185-204 

 Kahn, Matthew. 2017. “Happy Birthday, National Security Act of 1947!” Lawfare, 
September 18. https://www.lawfareblog.com/happy-birthday-national-security-
act-1947 

 
DUE, DATE: Intelligence note #4 
DUE, DATE: Intelligence note #5 
  



WEEK FOUR: THE PRESIDENT, THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL, AND CONGRESS 
DATE 
 
DISCUSSION: 

 How does the President conduct foreign policy? What is the President allowed to do 
in the foreign policy sphere? 

 How does the President receive and consume intelligence? 
 How do Presidential advisors influence policy? How does this influence intelligence? 
 What tension exists between Congress and the President on national security?  
 How does Congress rely on intelligence? How does Congress oversee intelligence? 
 What is the role of Congress in foreign policy? How does Congress conduct foreign 

policy? 
 
READINGS: 

 Rothkopf, David. “Chapter 1: The Committee in Charge of Running the World.” In 
Running the World, 3-21. New York: PublicAffairs, 2005. 

 Power, Samantha. “Chapter 19: No Manual.” In The Education of an Idealist, 211 – 
223. New York: Dey Street Books. 2019.  

 John F. Kennedy, “Introduction,” Profiles in Courage. 
 
DUE, DATE: Intelligence note #6 
DUE, DATE: Intelligence note #7 
 
 
  



WEEK FIVE:  THE DEPARTMENTS OF STATE AND DEFENSE 
DATE 
 
DISCUSSION: 

 How does the State Department conduct foreign policy? What is diplomacy?  
 What is the State Department’s goal? How does the State Department contribute to 

the national interest?  
 How does the State Department use intelligence?  
 Does intelligence collection detract from diplomacy? Should we care? Why does it 

matter? 
 What is the role of the Department of Defense? How does the Department of 

Defense further U.S. national security?  
 How is the Department of Defense structured? Does that enable or detract from U.S. 

national security?  
 How does the Department of Defense use intelligence? Produce intelligence? 

 
READINGS: 

 Brown, Stephen. 2019. “Diplomacy, Disrupted,” Politico, November 14. 
https://www.politico.eu/article/diplomacy-disrupted-foreign-policy-improvised/   

 Packer, George. 2019. “The End of the American Century,” The Atlantic, May. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/05/george-packer-pax-
americana-richard-holbrooke/586042/ 

 Woodward, Bob. “Chapter 1” and “Chapter 2.” In Obama’s Wars, 1 – 24. New York: 
Simon & Schuster, 2010.   

 Campbell, Jason H. and Javed Ali. 2019. “Intelligence Losses Pose Large Risks as U.S. 
Troops Head Home,” The Hill, January 24. 
https://www.rand.org/blog/2019/01/intelligence-losses-pose-large-risks-as-us-
troops-head.html   

 Cohen, Eyal Tsir and Eliora Katz. 2019. “What We Can Learn About US Intelligence 
from the Baghdadi Raid,” Brookings, November 6. 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2019/11/06/what-we-can-
learn-about-us-intelligence-from-the-baghdadi-raid/  

 
 
DUE, DATE: Intelligence note #8 
DUE, DATE: Intelligence note #9 
 
  



WEEK SIX: CHALLENGES, ETHICS, AND SO WHAT?  
DATE 
 
DISCUSSION: 

 How should intelligence function in a democracy?  
 Is intelligence necessary? Does the United States benefit from the intelligence 

community?  
 How can the United States reform the intelligence community? 
 What is successful intelligence? 

 
READINGS: 

 Gopnik, Andrew. 2019. “Are spies more trouble than they’re worth?” The New 
Yorker, August 26.  

 Friedman, Uri. 2019. “What U.S. Intelligence Thought 2020 Would Look Like,” The 
Atlantic, December 31.  

 Priest, Dana and William M. Arkin, Top Secret America: The Rise of the New American 
Security State (New York: Little, Brown and Company, 2011), 3-35. 

 Monaco, Lisa. 2016. “Intelligence and National Security in American Society.” 
Remarks as prepared, University of Texas-Austin, March 30. 

 
DUE, DATE: Intelligence note #10 
DUE, DATE: Intelligence note #11 
 
  



WEEK SEVEN: EXAM WEEK 
DUE: DATE 
  



APPENDIX A 
 

GRADING RUBRIC 
 

GRADING SCALE POINTS EARNED TOTAL POINTS 

ARGUMENTATION  20 

EVIDENCE  20 

CLARITY  20 

CONCISENESS  20 

ORGANIZATION/FORMATTING  10 

SPELLING AND GRAMMAR  10 

TOTAL  100 

COMMENTS: 

 
 
ARGUMENTATION: Argument is logical, clear, thoughtful. It contains both a “what” and “so 
what.” Paper explains an important development that demonstrates clear understanding of 
current events. The “so what” provides a realistic, relevant, and helpful prediction.  
 
EVIDENCE: Evidence supports the author’s argument and relies on multiple and credible 
sources. The author uses only relevant evidence. The author cites all evidence with a 
footnote. All evidence has a source citation. Endnotes describe the sources’ quality. All 
evidence without a footnote citation will lose a point per instance. 
 
CLARITY: The paper makes sense as written and when read aloud. The author’s word 
choice, sentence structure, and organization facilitate the reader’s understanding. The 
paper flows logically and helps build the author’s argument. 
 
CONCISENESS: Author uses limited number of words to argue the point. The paper meets 
or falls below the word count threshold. The author avoids “to be” verbs, passive voice, and 
“has/had” in favor of simple and direct sentences (use of “to be” verbs or passive voice will 
lose the author one point per instance).  
 
ORGANIZATION/FORMATTING: Paper follows requirements as listed in the standard 
rubric. Paper includes an interesting, relevant, and brief title. The paper begins with a 
bolded, central argument. Author properly follows citation formatting. 
 
SPELLING AND GRAMMAR: Paper includes perfect spelling and grammar 


