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ISS XXXX Writing for Intelligence and National Security 

 

Credits: 3 

Description: The course focuses on writing according to the intelligence analyst standards and 

tradecraft, as a means to accomplish the Objectives of intelligence analysis: Avoid surprise 

Provide warning; and Reduce uncertainty to deliver decision advantage to US policymakers, to 

include the President, Congress, and the military.   

Course Objectives: Students will be able to: 

 

• recognize basic principles of analytic standards and tradecraft; 

• demonstrate the concepts of writing within the national security and other governmental 

entities: clarity, conciseness, and correctness; 
• hone critical thinking and analytical skills; 

• understand the difference in different intelligence and national security products; 

• use intelligence analysis in national security and other government professional areas; 

• develop oral communication skills; and 

• develop effective rhetorical skills that support academic and professional achievement. 

 

Learning Outcomes: After completing this course, students will: 

 
• identify principles of effective intelligence and national security writing; 
• describe the intelligence cycle 

• target written products to intended national security and other governmental and public 

audiences; 
• explain the mission of the IC; 
• write clearly and concisely; for the high level policymaker audience 

• analyze written work to edit it to a clear, concise product; 

• develop and brief oral presentations (Voice-Over Briefings). 

 

Textbook:  

James S. Major. “Writing Classified and Unclassified Papers for National Security”. 

SBN-13: 978-0810861923 

ISBN-10: 0810861925 

 

Robert M Clark. “Intelligence Analysis: A Target Centric Approach”. Sixth Edition  

CQ Press, 2020 

ISBN: 978-1-5443-6914-3 
 

 



Topics:  

1. Key Threat/Intelligence Documents 

2. Writing for the Intel Community: Understanding Analytic Standards; Intel 

Community Directives (ICDs); Black Swans and Pink Flamingos 

3. Types of Analysis 

4. Understanding Intelligence Production 

5. Intelligence in Practice: Analysis and Operations 

6. Intelligence Collection 

7. Sources 

8. Collection and Analysis Case Study: Missiles of October 

9. Briefings 

10. Careers in the Intelligence Community 

11. Intelligence Case Study: Russia Invasion of Crimea 

12. Mastering Effective Communication for the National Security Policymaker 

13. Intel Case Study: WMD in Iraq – Did the Analysts Take us to War 

14. Future Intelligence Analysis, Ethics, and Politization  
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Writing for Intelligence and 
National Security 

 GENERAL INFORMATION  

 PROFESSOR INFORMATION  

 

Instructor:          Yvette Wooley 

Phone: 305 348 2977 

Fax:  

Office Hours: By appointment 

E-mail: ywooley@fiu.edu 

 
(Fall 2021, Revised Oct. 2020)  
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE  

 

The course focuses on writing according to the intelligence analyst standards and tradecraft, as 
a means to accomplish the Objectives of intelligence analysis: Avoid surprise Provide warning; 
and Reduce uncertainty to deliver decision advantage to US policymakers, to include the 
President, Congress, and the military.  The course underscores how analytic standards and 
tradecraft synchronize with widely recognized standards of critical thinking. The course also 
examines the US intelligence Community (IC) and the national security structure the IC supports. 
The course exposes students to Intelligence community Directive (ICD) #203 that governs 
intelligence writing standards, as well as other official documents that are pertinent to national 
security, such as the President’s National Security Strategy and the National Intelligence 
Strategy. 
 
Along with analyst writing standards and key customers, the course also looks at the entire 
Intelligence Cycle to help students better understand the role of intelligence in national security, 
and specifically the role of intelligence analysis. While writing is the course touchstone, the 
students examine the Intelligence Community, with a deep dive into various agencies, and 
products. 
 

The students examine the various types of intelligence analysis, such as leadership, economic, 
military and political as a framework to examine current intelligence, foundational intelligence, 
and estimative intelligence. Additionally, students are exposed to writing analytic assessments 
that include forecasting and situational uncertainty that is quite common in the national security 
arena. 

 

This class is conducted as an intensive, hands-on writing course and will include lecture, 
writing/researching papers, editing, and revising. The course examines actual declassified 
intelligence products, such as the National Intelligence Estimate (NIE), the Intelligence 
Community Assessment, (ICA); and the Presidential Daily Brief. (PDB). The students study 
special products released by various agencies of the intelligence community, such as the 
Defense Intelligence Agency’s 2017 China Power publication, as well as the oral presentation 
(Briefing) of intelligence that will expose students to the dynamics of contemporary 
communications.  
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The students also examine sources, at length, with special emphasis on the expanding role of 
Open Source material in intelligence analysis. This section also includes a study on 
Disinformation, Deception, and Denial with an eye toward mastering skills to determine fact vs. 
opinion and fake sources. The students are further exposed to the differences in Strategic 
Warning and Tactical Warning.  

 

The course enhances research and effective writing skills, highlighting awareness of fact and 
opinion writing to improve critical thinking skills and develop briefing techniques.  

 Along with analytic writing skills, the class will address the use of appropriate strategies for 
different policy-makers’ purposes, and types of communication. With a solid understanding of the 
mission of intelligence analysis, the sources and the customer, students will have the essentials 
to understand argumentation, evidence, and structured analytic techniques that complement 
theprofessional development program. 

 
The course also examines two major intelligence case studies: Russia’s invasion of Crimea in 
2014 and the NIE on Iraq Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD), as a means to demonstrate the 
collection and analysis core missions of the IC. The course also examines professional ethics in 
intelligence analysis and politicization.  

 

The students study the future of intelligence analysis, such as Sensemaking, as well as the 
impact of Big Data and Artificial Intelligence on intelligence analysis. 
 
The course provides a strong foundation in effective communication based on critical thinking and 
analytical skills, and on clear, concise and precise – written and oral communication that is 
paramount for any modern-day professional. This course is designed to improve students’ written 
communication and briefing skills with a strong emphasis on writing.  
 
This course will be conducted fully on-line. Syllabus is subject to change; students will be 
informed accordingly and with sufficient notice of changes to the syllabus and assignments. 

 

 COURSE OBJECTIVES  
 

Students will be able to: 
 

• recognize basic principles of analytic standards and tradecraft; 

• demonstrate the concepts of writing within the national security and other governmental 
entities: clarity, conciseness, and correctness; 

•• hone critical thinking and analytical skills; 

• understand the difference in different intelligence and national security products; 

• use intelligence analysis in national security and other government professional areas; 

• develop oral communication skills; and 

• develop effective rhetorical skills that support academic and professional achievement. 

 

 LEARNING OUTCOMES  
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After completing this course, students will: 
 

• identify principles of effective intelligence and national security writing; 
• describe the intelligence cycle 

• target written products to intended national security and other governmental and public 
audiences; 
• explain the mission of the IC; 
• write clearly and concisely; for the high level policymaker audience 

• analyze written work to edit it to a clear, concise product; 

• develop and brief oral presentations (Voice-Over Briefings). 
 

 MAJOR & CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES TARGETED  
 

Writing is a skill needed for virtually all professions and is especially important within the U.S. 
National Security structure. This course, completed with at least a grade of C, can fulfill the Skill 
Requirement of the Undergraduate Certificate in National Security Studies. 

 

 TEACHING METHODOLOGY  
 

This course will use an eclectic mix of video, power point and writing projects to share 
information about developing key writing skills. Students will prepare power point presentations 
and record their briefs for the class members to review (detailed instructions on how to do this 
will be provided). Students will interact with each other and with the professor through periodic 
Discussion Board interchanges. The final writing assignment will determine how well students 
improve their skills. Students who submit drafts of these assignments will receive timely 
instructor feedback to enable skill improvement and potentially a better grade. 

 
 IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

 POLICIES  
 

Please review the FIU's Policies webpage. The policies webpage contains essential information 
regarding guidelines relevant to all courses at FIU, as well as additional information about 
acceptable netiquette for online courses. 

 

 TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS & SKILLS  
 

One of the greatest barriers to taking an online course is a lack of basic computer literacy. By 
computer literacy we mean being able to manage and organize computer files efficiently, and 
learning to use your computer's operating system and software quickly and easily. Keep in mind 
that this is not a computer literacy course; but students enrolled in online courses are expected 
to have moderate proficiency using a computer. Please go to the "What's Required" webpage to 
find out more information on this subject. 

 

Please visit our Technical Requirements webpage for additional information. 
 

 ACCESSIBILITY AND ACCOMMODATION  

http://online.fiu.edu/app/webroot/html/blackboardlearn/policies/
http://online.fiu.edu/futurestudents/whatsrequired
http://online.fiu.edu/futurestudents/whatsrequired
http://online.fiu.edu/app/webroot/html/blackboardlearn/mastertemplate/technical_requirements/
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Please visit our ADA Compliance webpage for information about accessibility involving the tools 
used in this course. 

 

http://online.fiu.edu/app/webroot/html/blackboardlearn/mastertemplate/accessibility/
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For additional assistance please contact FIU's Disability Resource Center. 
 

 COURSE PREREQUISITES  
 

There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 

 ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT STATEMENT  
 

Florida International University is a community dedicated to generating and imparting knowledge 
through excellent teaching and research, the rigorous and respectful exchange of ideas and 
community service. All students should respect the right of others to have an equitable 
opportunity to learn and honestly to demonstrate the quality of their learning. Therefore, all 
students are expected to adhere to a standard of academic conduct, which demonstrates 
respect for themselves, their fellow students, and the educational mission of the University. All 
students are deemed by the University to understand that if they are found responsible for 
academic misconduct, they will be subject to the Academic Misconduct procedures and 
sanctions, as outlined in the Student Handbook. 

 
Academic Misconduct includes: Cheating – The unauthorized use of books, notes, aids, 
electronic sources; or assistance from another person with respect to examinations, course 
assignments, field service reports, class recitations; or the unauthorized possession of 
examination papers or course materials, whether originally authorized or not. Plagiarism – The 
use and appropriation of another’s work without any indication of the source and the 
representation of such work as the student’s own. Any student who fails to give credit for ideas, 
expressions or materials taken from another source, including internet sources, is responsible 
for plagiarism. 

 
Learn more about the academic integrity policies and procedures as well as student 
resources that can help you prepare for a successful semester. 

 

 PROCTORED EXAM POLICY  
 

There are no proctored exams in these online course. 
 

 TEXTBOOKS  

 
Writing Classified and Unclassified Papers for National Security (Required) 
James S. Major 
 

SBN-13: 978-0810861923 
ISBN-10: 0810861925 

 

 

 

http://drc.fiu.edu/
http://online.fiu.edu/student/resources/policies.php
http://online.fiu.edu/student/resources/academic-integrity-resources.php
http://online.fiu.edu/student/resources/academic-integrity-resources.php
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Intelligence Analysis: A Target Centric Approach, Sixth Edition (Required) 

Robert M Clark 

CQ Press, 2020 

ISBN: 978-1-5443-6914-3 

 

 
 

Reading is an important tool for learning to write. If you want to write well, read things that are 
written well so you can become comfortable with good writing. 

 
1. The Future of Intelligence, Mark M. Lowenthal, Polity Press, 2018. 

 
2. Analytic Writing Guide, Louis M. Kaiser and Randolph H. Pherson, Pherson Associates, LLC; 

2014. 

 
3. Truth to Power: A History of the US National Intelligence Council, Robert Hutchings & Greg 

F. Treverton, Edited. Oxford University Press, 2019. 

 
4. Reasoning for Intelligence Analysts: A Multi-dimensional Approach of traits, Techniques, and 

Targets, Noel Hendrickson, Rowman and Littlefield, 2018. 

 
5. Psychology of Intelligence Analysis: Timeless Techniques for Better Thinking, Richards 

Heuer Jr., Echo Point Books, 2017. 

 
6. The President’s Book of Secrets: The Untold Story of Intelligence Briefings to America’s 

Presidents from Kennedy to Obama, David Priess, Public Affairs: New York, 2016. 

 
7. Critical Thinking for Strategic Intelligence, Second Edition, Katherine Hibbs Pherson and 

Randolph H. Pherson; Sage CQ Press, 2017. 

 
8. Humanitarian Intelligence: A Practitioner’s Guide to Crisis Analysis & Project Design, Andrej 

Zwitter; Rowman & Littlefield, 2016 

 
9. Analyzing Intelligence: National Security Practitioners’ Perspectives, Second Edition, Roger 

Z. George and James B. Bruce, Editors, Georgetown Univ. Press, 2014. 

 
10. Reducing Uncertainty: Intelligence Analysis and National Security, Thomas Fingar; Stanford 

Security Studies, 2011. 

 

EXPECTATIONS OF THIS COURSE  
 

This is an online course, which means most (if not all) of the course work will be conducted 
online. Expectations for performance in an online course are the same for a traditional course. 
In fact, online courses require a degree of self-motivation, self-discipline, and technology skills 
which can make these courses more demanding for some students. 
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Students are expected to: 
 

• review the how to get started information located in the course content; 
• watch the Instructor’s “Welcome” video, as posted, early on in the course; 

• introduce yourself to the class during the first week by posting a self introduction in the 
appropriate discussion forum – if you can, include a picture of yourself in your post; 

• take the diagnostic assessment during the first week of class; 
• interact online with instructor and peers; 

• review and follow the course calendar; 

• log in to the course at least two (2) times per week; 
• respond to discussion boards within three (3) days; 
• respond to messages within three (3) days; 

• submit assignments by the corresponding deadlines; 

• use the Library Center for Writing Excellence, if recommended by the Instructor. 
 

 
The instructor will: 

 

• log in to the course at least two (2) times per week; 

• respond to discussion boards within five (5) days; 
• respond to messages within five (5) days; 
• grade assignments within three (3) weeks of the assignment deadline; 

• provide Additional Reading and material as necessary to keep the course content relevant 
and current; 

• the Instructor may substitute material as cited in the Weekly Calendar to ensure course 
content is timely and to foster frequent interaction between the students and the Instructor. 
A variety of topics will be explored each week to include: elements of the Presidential Daily 
Brief (PDB) and the national intelligence estimate (NIE). 
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 COURSE DETAIL  

 COURSE COMMUNICATION  
 

Communication in this course will take place via Messages and Announcements. 
 

Messages is a private and secure text-based communication system which occurs within a 
course among its Course members. Users must log on to Canvas to send, receive, or read 
messages. The Messages tool is located on the Course Menu, on the left side of the course 
webpage. It is recommended that students check their messages routinely to ensure up-to-date 
communication. 

 
Visit our Writing Resources webpage for more information on professional writing and technical 
communication skills. 

 

 DISCUSSION BOARD (DB) FORUMS  
 

Keep in mind that your discussion forum postings will likely be seen by other members of the 
course. Care should be taken when determining what to post. All of the course material posted 
and available on Blackboard is appropriate for the Discussion Board (DB) Forums. 
Periodically, the Instructor will mention other topics that can be used for a DB contribution. 
Students should be sure to use correct, spelling, punctuation, and grammar in any posting. 

 
Participation is mandatory. There will be three (3) virtual class discussion forums about 
the intelligence analyst reading material the instructor will post, which will constitute 5 
percent each (for a total of 15 percent) of your grade. One discussion forum will result in 
each student posting a comment on a news analysis article; the second discussion forum will be 
a comment on an opinion article of the same news story; and the third will be the student’s 
choice of any of the required, posted material or any of the extra  Both the news analysis article 
and the opinion article (on which the first two Discussions are based) will be made available the 
first week of the class in order that students have maximum time to review, pose questions, and 
research, if desired. 

 
For each discussion, each student should contribute three-four paragraphs of text, or up to one 
single spaced page of lines in addition to any questions the student may pose. This process 
equates to in-class discussion and posts may be directed to the class or may be in response to 
another student’s post. Disagreements and alternative points of view are welcomed so long as 
they are presented in a professional manner. 

 
The points will be awarded according to the following rubrics: 

 

• 2 points offering new information, original analysis or argument enhancement. 

• 1 point for demonstrating understanding of the article and for posing a counterpoint or 
defense. 

• 1 point for offering an executive summary of the major points, posing questions. 

• 1 point for demonstrating willingness to engage on the issue. 

 
Keep in mind that forum discussions are public, and care should be taken when determining 
what to post. Also keep in mind that Discussion Forums are open for a week and failure to post 

http://online.fiu.edu/app/webroot/html/blackboardlearn/resources/writing_resources/
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discussions while the forum is open will result on no points being awarded. 
 

Discussion Forum 
Schedule 

Discussion Deadlines 

Discussion One TBD 

Discussion Two TBD 

Discussion Three TBD 

 
 ASSESSMENTS  
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In order to mitigate any issues with your computer and online assessments, it is very 
important that you take the "Practice Quiz" from each computer you will be using to take your 
graded quizzes and exams. It is your responsibility to make sure your computer meets the 
minimum hardware requirements. 

 

Assessments in this course are not compatible with mobile devices and should not be taken 
through a mobile phone or a tablet. If you need further assistance please contact FIU Online 
Support Services. 

 

Students will be expected to watch two video lectures based on the James Major text and the 
Instructor’s video lectures. These video lectures, along with the text, will provide subject matter 
for the two Extra Credit multiple choice quizzes worth 5 points each. The Quizzes cover 
intelligence and the national security structure. Note: Quizzes will be open for one week.  (No 
Extra Credit late quizzes are accepted.) Dates for video lectures and quizzes are as 
follows: 

 

• Video Lecture: Beyond Major, Part 1 
 

Quiz 1: Week 7 – TBD from 12:00AM to 11:59PM 
 

• Video Lecture: Beyond Major, Part 2 

 
Quiz 2: Week 9 - TBD 12:00AM to 11:59PM 

 
 

Please note that the following information only applies if your course requires the use of the 
Respondus LockDown Browser to take assessments. 

 

• Review the Respondus LockDown Browser Instructions on how to install, access your 
assessments and view your grades. 

• After installing the browser, please take the Practice Quiz to familiarize yourself with the 
testing environment and to ensure that you have downloaded the Respondus Lockdown 
Browser correctly. 

 

 ASSIGNMENTS  
 

Diagnostic Paper (10 points) 

 
Students will prepare a 3 page double space paper, and due Semester Week #2 (Aug, 31st- Sep 
05th). Paper will be used as a Diagnostic to determine student background for the course material. 
Subject of the paper: Students will advise the US president on key intelligence topics. Another 
approach is to write the paper on the most challenging threats and why. 

 
Mid-Term Intelligence Community Assessment (ICA) (20 points) 

 
Students will prepare a 4 - 5 page double spaced paper, Due Week #8: Oct 12th-17th. The 
paper will be properly researched and will include consistent source citations. (See Gregory M. 
Scott and Stephen M. Garrison text: The Political Science Student Writer’s Manual and Reader’s 

http://online.fiu.edu/future_whats_required.html
http://online.fiu.edu/supportservices
http://online.fiu.edu/supportservices
http://online.fiu.edu/html/blackboardlearn/mastertemplate/respondus_lockdown_browser/
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Guide, pgs. 146-156). Students will choose a topic (international or domestic) and choose 
a policy maker or boss as the Customer/Reader. The students will prepare an Executive 
Summary and lay-out the current situation and issues. The paper will have an Executive 
Summary, Background, an Outlook or Forecast, and will identify Information Gaps. Students 
will also provide at least one opportunity for US policy-makers regarding the issue raised. 

 
Final Voice Over Intelligence Briefing (25 points) 

 
A 5 min briefing with power-point slides and voice over is required. Additional instructions will be 
provided on Canvas. (Throughout the intelligence community, a 5 min stand-up briefing is a 
typical professional task.) The Power Point Voice Over briefing is due. A good briefing will 
require time to develop before the end of the term. The voice over briefing should be of 
professional quality and requires synchronization with the slides. Students should not delay in 
developing the briefing to earn the best score. The briefing can be based on the student's 
papers, or any of the material posted during the course. The assignment’s objective is to provide 
the student an opportunity to develop a topic, research the sources, and deliver the information 
by voice in an effective manner. The focus of the assignment is the slide presentation. 
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Review the web links below for additional assistance in creating a voice over PowerPoint. 

 
• Adding Voice Overs to PowerPoint 
• Narrating PowerPoint Presentations 

• How to create Narrated PowerPoint on a MAC 

• How to Record Voice Over Narration for PowerPoint MAC 2011 Step by Step 

• Adding Voice-over narration to keynote presentation 

 

Final Paper National Intelligence Estimate (NIE) (30 points) 
 

The written paper should be 5 - 8 pages double-spaced. Students will write on an international 
and /or defense topic with national security implications. Students will play the role of a senior 
adviser to a domestic or foreign policy official. Students will describe a policy and recommend 
approval or disapproval. Students will inform Instructor of Final paper topic by week #10. 
The objective is to further enhance critical thinking skills and to demonstrate expertise. The paper 
will include Key Judgments or an executive Summary. The paper is due in Week #14. Drafts are 
encouraged but not required. Drafts will not be graded. Drafts are due absolutely no later than 
one week prior to the final assignment due date. 

 
 

 GRADING  
 
 

Course Requirements  Number of 
Items 

Points for 
Each 

Total Points 
Available 

Discussion Board 
Interactions 

 3  5 15 

Extra Credit Quizzes  2  5 10 

Midterm ICA Paper  1  20 20 

Final Voice Over Intelligence 
Briefing 

 1  25 25 

Final Paper (NIE)  1  30 30 

Diagnostic Paper  1  10 10 

Total  9  N/
A 

100 

 

Letter Range Letter  Range Letter Range 

A 95 or Above B  83 - 86 C 70 - 76 

A- 90 - 94 B-  80 - 82 D 60 - 69 

B+ 87 - 89 C+  77 - 79 F 59 or less 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oTlzpwFFvLE&amp;feature=youtu.be%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PxSonx1dDI&amp;feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HW8--RRABRg&amp;feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bqzj4gLLUMk&amp;feature=youtu.be
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Requirements for using Adobe Connect: 
 

• Disable any window pop-up blocker. 
• Adobe Flash Player is required to successfully run your Adobe Connect meeting. You can 
test your 

computer to make sure your computer and network connections are properly configured 
to provide you with the best possible Adobe Connect meeting experience. 

• Use of a combination headset and microphone with USB connection is recommended to 
ensure quality sound and reduce technical difficulties. 

 
Reference Adobe Connect (Tutorials & Help) to learn about the tool, how to 
access your meeting rooms and recordings. 

 

 OTHER RESOURCES  

 

• Information on professional writing and technical communication is available through the FIU 
Center for Excellence in Writing. 

• Oral Presentation Lab (Communications Arts Studio) – VH 230, MMC, ACI 210, BBC; See 
current hours and make appointments. 

• FIU Library: MMC, GL, 2nd Floor Reference Desk; BBC, 1st Floor Reference Desk; & online. 

• Tutoring Services are also available in the residence halls, and at Multicultural Services (GC 
267). 

 

 COURSE CALENDAR  

 COURSE CALENDAR  
 

Note: This course runs on a Monday to Saturday schedule. 
 

Date Topics and Readings Task
s 

 
 
 
 

 
Week 1 

 

 

 
Introduction: Key Threat /Intelligence 
Documents 
      

 
 
 

•  

• Read the Getting Started 
page 

 
• Watch Professor welcome 

video 
 

• Read Syllabus 

 
• Watch: "Effective 

Governmental 
Communications video." 

 
• Introduce Yourself 

Discussion Forum: due 
Sunday, 11:59PM 

http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/
http://online.fiu.edu/html/blackboardlearn/mastertemplate/adobe_connect/meetingtest
http://online.fiu.edu/html/blackboardlearn/mastertemplate/adobe_connect/meetingtest
http://online.fiu.edu/app/webroot/html/blackboardlearn/mastertemplate/adobe_connect/#headset
http://online.fiu.edu/html/blackboardlearn/mastertemplate/adobe_connect
http://online.fiu.edu/app/webroot/html/blackboardlearn/resources/writing_resources/
http://comm-arts.fiu.edu/comm-arts-studio/index.html
http://library.fiu.edu/Home/LibraryResourcesforOnlineStudents.aspx
http://mpas.fiu.edu/tutoring.html
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Week 2 
 

Writing for the Intel Community: 
Understanding Analytic Standards; Intel 
Community Directives (ICDs); Black 
Swans and Pink Flamingos 

 
• Article, “What an Intelligence Analyst 

Does” 
 

• Article, “Writing Effective 
Intelligence” in Analytic Thinking 
and Presentation for Intelligence 
Producers: Analysis Training 
Handbook 

 
• Article, “Rules for Effective 

Intelligence Writing” in The 
Analyst’s Style Manual 

 
• Video – BLUFing as a way of Life 

 
 
 
 
 

• Review Threat 
Documents in 
Recommended Reading 

• Due: Diagnostic Paper, 
Sat, 1159 PM 
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• Presentation, “Impact of 
Words in Intelligence” 

 
Recommended Reading: 

 
• Article, Johnson, Thomas P, “How 

Well Do You Inform?” IEEE 
Transactions on Professional 
Communication vol. PC-25, no. 1, 
March1982 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 3 
Type, 

Timeline, & 
Tension 

 
 

 
 

 
Types of Analysis: Leadership, 
Economic, Military, Political, 
Medical, Humanitarian 

•  
• Time Line: Current, Foundational, 

Estimative 
 

• Tension: Strategic vs Tactical Warning 
 

•  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 4 
 

 
 

 
 

Understanding Intelligence Production 
(NIEs, ICAs, and PDBs) 
 

 
• ICAs 

 
• China Military Power 

 
• CIA Note 
 

•  
• National Intelligence Estimate -- Iran: 

Nuclear Intentions and Capabilities 
 

Presentation: Writing for the Customer  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• No tasks this week. 
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Week 5 
 

Intelligence in Practice: Analysis and 
Operations 

 
Videos 

 
• Intelligence in Practice 

(Recommended Readings) 
• Major Text, Chapters 6-8 

 
• Evidence and Reasoning 

 
 
 

• Discussion Board (DB) #1 
Due: Saturday, 1159 PM 
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• Presentation: "Reasoning 
Based on Knowledge and 
Evidence" 

 
• Presentation: “Writing for the 21st Century" 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Week 6 

 
Intelligence 
Collection 

 
 

 

 

 
• Crafting your Work for Different 

Context, Audiences, Messages 

 
•  

 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No Assignments Due 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 7 
 

Sources 

Effective Writing (Less is More) 
 

 
 

• Article, DHS Terminology to 
Define the Terrorists 

 
• Article, Frank Luntz, Words That 

Work (The Summary in Brief) 
 
 
 

• “Words That Work and Words That 
Don’t: A Guide for Counterterrorism 
Communication” Counter 
Communications Center, vol. 2-issue 
10, March 14, 2008 

 
 
Videos 
 

• Online recording: NPR interview 
with Frank Luntz, author of "Words 
That Work" 

 
• Lecture, Counterterrorism  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Extra Credit: Quiz I 

(covering Beyond Major I 
Video lecture): due: Oct 
06: Saturday, 11:59PM 
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Week 8 
 

Collection and Analysis Case Study: 
Missiles of October 
 

•  

 
•  

 

 

• 

 
 

ICA (Mid Term) Paper Due: 
Saturday 1159PM 
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• Article, Optional Suggested Reading: 
“Writing Effective Policy Memos” 

 
• Presentation, Good Arguments 

 
Videos 

 
• Lecture, Beyond Major II 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 9 
Briefings  

Additional Focus on Writing: Media 
Literacy; Sources and Reasoning; 
Excellence in Research and Writing 

 
 

 
• Article, Harvard Kennedy School 

of Government, “A Primer on 
Preparing for Briefings” 

 
• Article, Intelligence Community 

Directive 208 
 

Giving an Effective Briefing - 
Rehearsing and Delivering a briefing 

•  

 
• Suggested Reading: “Giving an 

Intelligence Briefing” in Analytic 
Thinking and Presentation for 
Intelligence Producers: Analysis 
Training Handbook 

 
• Article, President's Daily Briefing 

 
 
 
 

 
• Review Final Briefing 

instructions. 
 

• Extra Credit: Quiz 2 
(Beyond Major II 
video Lecture) Due: 
Oct 20 

 
 
 

Week 10 
 

 

Careers in the Intelligence 
Community;  

 
•  

 
 

• Final Paper Topic: due 
Saturday, 11:59PM 

 
• Discussion 2: due 

Saturday, 11:59PM 

 
 

Week 11 
 

Intelligence Case Study: Russia Invasion 
of Crimea 

 
• Major Text: Chapters 12 - 15 

 
•  
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Week 12 
 

 

• The National Security Structure 

• Mastering Effective 
Communication for the National 
Security Policymaker 

• Due: Voice Over 
Brief  Due Saturday, 
11:59PM 

• Due: Final Paper 
Draft (Not Required) 

 
 

 
 
 

Week 13 
 

 

Focus on Final Paper;  
Intel case Study: WMD in Iraq: Did the 
Analysts take the country to war? 

 

 
 

• Due: DB Three on 
Saturday 

 
 

 
 

Week 14 
 

 
 

• Focus on Final Paper (NIE) 
 

• Article, Intelligence Community 
Directives 209 and 710 

• Final Paper: Due 
Saturday, 11:59PM 

 
 

 
 

Week 15 
 

 

• Future Intelligence Analysis, 
Ethics, and Politicization 

 
 

 


