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Faculty Senate 09/2021

CHANGES TO UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE
PLEASE SUBMIT THIS FORM WITH YOUR PROPOSAL 

Please fill out the coversheet in its entirety. 

The proposal must include the following elements using the current undergraduate catalog:

I. List old certificate’s prescribed courses, other requirements, credits, and page number (left column)
II. List new certificate’s prescribed courses, other requirements, and credits (right column, use red font

to denote additions to text and strikethrough feature to denote omissions)
III. Include a brief rationale for the change

Complete the checklist that begins on the following page. 



YES NO N/A 

1. Do all courses exist in the current catalog? ☐ ☐ ☐

2. If courses are not in the current catalog, are ☐ ☐ ☐
they proposed in the same Curriculum Committee
bulletin as this proposal?

3. If courses are not in the current catalog or ☐ ☐ ☐
proposed in this same bulletin, were they approved in
a previous curriculum bulletin?

• If yes, attach a separate sheet indicating each
course number, name, bulletin number, and
bulletin date.

• If the answers to 1, 2, or 3 are no, do not submit
the proposal. Address the course issues first.

4. Do courses listed have the correct course ☐ ☐ ☐
prefixes, official titles, course numbers, and number of
credits?

5. Do course descriptions match the existing catalog ☐ ☐ ☐
or proposed course descriptions?

6. Are all courses to be added taught in the same ☐ ☐ ☐
proposing department?

7. Are courses to be deleted taught in the same ☐ ☐ ☐

proposing department?

• If the answer to 6 or 7 is no, do you have written
approval/acknowledgment of the other
department(s)? The written approval(s) or
acknowledgment(s) must be attached to the
proposal. (You must have written approval
before submitting this document.)

8. Does this change affect the courses measuring ☐ ☐ ☐
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) or Program
Outcomes (POs) for the certificate program? (For a
copy of the assessment reports, please send a request
to assessment@fiu.edu.) If yes, please submit revised
SLOs and POs to assessment@fiu.edu for approval.
Documentation of approval must be attached.

mailto:assessment@fiu.edu
mailto:assessment@fiu.edu


YES NO N/A 

9. Have you contacted the Office of Academic ☐ ☐ ☐
Planning and Accountability to determine if the
proposed changes to the certificate program constitute
a substantive change that requires notification or a
prospectus to be submitted to the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on
Colleges (SACSCOC)? Please do so prior to
submitting this form if you answer yes to any of the
questions below.

☐ ☐ ☐

☐ ☐ ☐

☐ ☐ ☐

☐ ☐ ☐

☐ ☐ ☐

☐ ☐ ☐

- Will significant additional equipment be needed to 
deliver the revised certificate program?

- Will significant additional facilities be needed to deliver 

the revised certificate program?

- Will significant additional financial resources be 
needed to deliver the revised certificate program?

- Will a significant amount of new content be required?

(Significant is defined as equal to or greater than 25%

new content.)

o Changing 25% or more of the content of an existing 
certificate program constitutes a “significant 
departure” from the institution’s existing programs 
and requires SACSCOC notification (or approval) 
prior to implementation. Whether to notify or to seek 
approval from SACSCOC depends on the amount 
of new content required. How much new content 
will be required for the revised certificate program?
(Please check the appropriate percent range 
below.)

☐25%-49% of the certificate program’s content, 
which requires notification to SACSCOC prior to 
implementation

☐50% or more of the certificate program’s 
content, which requires SACSCOC approval 
prior to implementation; approval must be 
obtained according to SACSCOC deadlines

- Will a significant number of new faculty members be 
required to deliver the revised certificate?

- Will significant additional library/learning resources be 

needed to deliver the revised certificate? 



 

 YES NO N/A 

- Will at least 25% of the certificate program be  ☐ ☐ ☐ 

offered at a new location geographically apart  
from the main campus? (If yes, please check the 
appropriate percent range below.) 

☐ 25%-49% of the certificate program will be 

offered at a new location, which requires 
notification to SACSCOC prior to 
implementation 

☐ 50% or more of the certificate program will be 

offered at a new location, which requires 
SACSCOC approval prior to implementation; 
approval must be obtained according to 
SACSCOC deadlines 

- Will the revised certificate program enter into a  ☐ ☐ ☐ 

collaborative academic arrangement that includes the  
initiation of a dual academic program with another 
institution? 

- Will the revised certificate program enter into a  ☐ ☐ ☐ 

contract by which an entity not eligible for Title IV  
funding offers 25% or more of the program (e.g., 
international university)? 



Justification 

The Jack D. Gordon Institute for Public Policy would like to make the National Security Studies Certificate 

available only to degree-seeking students because of the intensive labor involved related to student 

assessment and record-keeping. The certificate has not proven to be as popular with the community as 

we had initially hoped, and we have had very few non-degree seeking students complete the certificate 

in recent years. Non-degree seeking students will continue to be able to enroll in the Professional 

(online) certificate. 



Steven J Green School of International and Public Affairs Undergraduate Catalog 2021-2022 

 
National Security Studies Certificate 
Program 
Brian Fonseca, Director, Jack D. Gordon Institute for 

Public Policy 
Coordinating Committee 
John Boyd, Economics 
Edward Glab, School of International and Public Affairs 
Steven Heine, Asian Studies 
Mohiaddin Mesbahi, Politics and International Relations 
Richard Olson, Politics and International Relations 
Luis Salas, Criminology and Criminal Justice 
Richard Tardanico, Global and Sociocultural Studies 
Victor Uribe, History 

 

Offered through the Jack D. Gordon Institute for Public 
Policy, the certificate may be awarded to both degree and 
non-degree seeking students who complete the 
requirements. For students pursuing a degree, the 
certificate is a complement to a student’s discipline or major 
area of studies. For non-degree seeking students, the 
certificate provides a means for understanding more about 

national security in the 21st century. This certificate is also 
offered fully online to cohort students. 
 

Certificate Requirements 
1. A total of 18 credit hours of undergraduate course work 

with a grade of C or higher. Courses must come from 
the approved UCNSS course listing or be approved by 
the certificate advisor. Courses may include those in 
the student’s departmental major but must also be 
selected from at least two disciplines outside the 
student’s departmental major. With the approval of the 
Director, courses other than those listed herein may be 
substituted on a case-by-case basis. 

2. A two-course introductory language sequence at FIU 
with a grade of C or higher. Exemption from this 
requirement may be obtained through a proficiency 
examination administered by the FIU Department of 
Modern Languages. Language courses may not be 
counted toward the fulfillment of requirement #1 above. 

 
Note: Intermediate-high on the ACTFL exam (1-plus on the 
US government scale) can normally be attained by students 
with two undergraduate semesters of basic language 
instruction and at least one undergraduate semester of 
intermediate (3000/4000) instruction. Attainment of the 
required language proficiency is the responsibility of the 
student, and extra courses to achieve the required 
proficiency level must be taken outside the UCNSS 
curriculum. 
 
For  more  information,  contact  the  Gordon  Institute,  LC 
220. Email: jgi@fiu.edu; phone: (305) 348-2977; website: 
http://gordoninstitute.fiu.edu 

 
Skill Requirement: (3 credit hours) 
POS 4784 Analytic Writing 
ISS 4385 Effective Governmental Communication  
INR 3134 Writing for Intelligence and National 

Security 
Select one of the following courses: 
ISS 4364 Introduction to Structured Analytic 

Methods 
GIS 3048 Applications of Geographic Information 

Systems 
SYA 3300 Research Methods 
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