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EUH 5905: Readings in European History

New Course Justification

Elizabeth Terry-Roisin

I am Graduate Faculty in the History Department and wish to be able to receive student evaluations 
for the classes that I teach. I taught EUH 5905 in Fall 2019, and am teaching it now in Spring 2022. 

Despite being a class designed for a group of students, this history seminar has been erroneously 
or Independent Study, in the Statewide coding

Study. I hope the Course Component can be permanently changed as soon as possible
that I and the other faculty who teach it can receive student evaluations in this course.

Best,

Elizabeth Terry-Roisin
Assistant Professor
Graduate Faculty
History Department, FIU
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Spring Semester 2022                 Florida International University Dr. Elizabeth Terry-Roisin
Department of History 

 
EUH 5905:  

Readings in European History:  
Medieval Europe 

In person, Tuesdays 5:00-7:40pm, DM 193
 

Instructor Contact Information:  
Email me at eterryro@fiu.edu 
Office: DM 385A 
Office Hours: Tu 3-4pm, Th 3-5, and by appointment
 
This in-person graduate seminar is designed to introduce the historiography of medieval Europe, 
broadly defined. It includes both  as well as current research in the field, and provides 
both breadth and depth. It covers Byzantine East and Latin West both the geographic extremes 
of Europe and the Mediterranean world, and also touches on the North Sea. A book with a 
chronological political narrative of Byzantine history will structure the course, from the founding 
of Constantinople by Constantine in 330 until the Fall of Byzantium in 1453. Along the way, 
historians of Western Europe will be read and analyzed. Many historical methods will be covered 
including political, cultural, intellectual, religious, social, and economic history, as well as 
microhistorical, Mediterranean, and trans-national historical methods. The course will end with a 
discussion of medievalism, and the ways that the medieval period was re-imagined in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and how interpretations of the Middle Ages have become a 
matter of heated debate in the public sphere today (racism, white nationalism, etc.) During this 
course, students will learn questions that have propelled medieval European and Mediterranean 
history forwards and will discover that the field of medieval Europe is, in fact, many fields. This 
readings seminar is open to all graduate students.  
 
Office Hours 
This is an in-person course, so I expect I will see you after class or in my office hours when you 
have questions. For instance, you should plan to come see me while you are working on your 
review essays or article plans so that I can help you strategize and make progress on your 
assignments. Please also send me a message if  
 
Technology 
Guidance on email etiquette if you would like to ask me a question or make an appointment to 
meet, please write me an email at eterryro@fiu.edu, which begins Dear Professor Terry-Roisin, or 
Dear Prof. T, and ends Best, Your Name. Canvas message is not a good way to reach me, please 
do not use it. Slack is more informal, and it can also quickly reach me, and your fellow classmates, 
but please know that I will not be using Slack regularly on weekends, or after 9pm on weekdays.  
 
In Case of Emergency 
At FIU in Spring 2022, getting vaccinations/boosters and wearing masks are both highly 
recommended. Please stay up to date on campus policies. Due to the global pandemic, there may 
be some things that could change during the course of the semester. However, in Spring 2022, FIU 
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unable to meet together, stay in touch by reading my announcements to the class, and be prepared 
to make lots of great use of Slack with me, and to do some extra writing assignments. We can do 
this! Please use your P3 app daily to let FIU know you are well. If you do not feel well and/or have 
tested positive for COVID-19, please do not come to class, immediately complete the P3 app to 
notify the COVID Response Team and contact me by email by forwarding your P3 app email 
notification as soon as you can. In order to receive an excused absence for P3 failure/COVID-19, 
you must complete the P3 app and forward the email notification.  If directed to stay home by the 
P3 app, that email notification will serve as your excused absence when you forward it to me. If 
you have COVID, you may use FaceTime or my cell to join in our discussion. Please reach out if 
this applies to you. 

Required Books to Purchase (Other readings will be PDFs on Canvas)
George Ostrogorsky, The Byzantine State (52.00) 
Gavin Langmuir, History, Religion, and Antisemitism (34.95) 
Richard Kaeuper, Holy Warriors (32.50) 
Marc Bloch, (15.00) 
Course Reader I, II (0.00-40.00) 

Course Expectations 
Students are expected to purchase these books in physical copies from our bookstore or Amazon 
and bring them to class when we discuss them. I will also be passing out a Course Reader (I, II) I 
have made for you, containing articles. Please make the most of this opportunity to engage with 
books and articles as physical objects. Highlight them, annotate them, and carry them with you! 
Be sure to have your readings with you in class. Enthusiastic participation in discussion is ideal, 
but if that is not your usual preference, please try to participate at least once during each class 

y reading to come to class. Your presence is always 
appreciated in class, no matter what. What is most important is that you try to read and take notes 
each week to prepare for class, and then that you come to class, and take notes in class. Each week 
you need to write a reflection on the readings, called a Reading Journal, and hand it to me as a 
print-out at the beginning of class. 

Requirements 

40% Participation 
The essence of a graduate seminar is discussion and conversation. The overall participation 
grade 
semester. Students who complete the below requirements and regularly come to class 
prepared to discuss the readings should expect a high participation grade. Students who do 
not submit required work or do not come to class can expect a low participation grade. 

Presentations (2 are required) 
Each week, a student will give a short presentation on each reading. Depending on the size 
of the class, students should expect to be giving frequent presentations. 
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Each week we will have a # Byzantium chat on Slack, so please chime in there about The 
Byzantine State 
Weekly Reading Journal can mention Byzantium but overall, needs to focus on the other 
readings, and thus Western Europe. 

Weekly Reading Journal (10 out of 11 are required) (1-2pgs) 
Your journal should be printed out by you and handed to me at the beginning of each 
weekly class. I will not be using Canvas to collect the journals but will instead be collecting 
them in person and handing them back to you regularly with my comments.  

No Journal is due when other assignments are due. There are 11 Reading Journal 
assignments. All students can skip one journal without any penalty, no questions 
asked. So, to get full credit, please turn in 10 journals during the semester.  

Reading Journal Directions: 
Write your Weekly Reading Journal in your own words, focusing mainly on the 
non-Byzantine readings, and put your Byzantine notes in our Slack channel. Your 
writing in your Reading Journal can be formal or informal, depending on your 
taste. You do not have to cover each assigned reading in your journal, but rather 
tell me what stood out to you from what you read, and try to remark on any 
Methods, Sources, and Arguments that you observed, and ask any questions which 
arise. You can of course cover all readings if you have time. The assignment is 
designed as a place for you to reflect and ask questions while reading (so, if you 
take pages and pages of notes on a reading on your computer, including long 
quotations, keep those in your own notes document/notebook, but provide me in 
the Journal with your briefer and more focused reflections). When you print your 
journal, using Times New Roman, 12 point font, 1 inch margins, at minimum, your 
journal should cover at least half of one page. Include at the top your name, EUH 
5905 Journal #, and the date. Write no more than 2 pages. 
points and questions, if you like, and you may single or double space the journal to 
your own taste. The Journal has a lot of room for self-expression and individuality. 
Please use parenthetical notations or footnotes to identify any page numbers or tell 
me which reading you are discussing. (Last Name, page) is fine, and include the 
title if we are reading more than one thing by the same author. If you are discussing 
several readings individually, separate them with a Bibliographic entry above each 
section.

60% Papers 
Review Essay on an Historian 20% (6-8 pgs) 
Students will write a formal Review Essay on an Historian we have discussed and read 
in class. Students wishing to write about another medieval historian need to have the topic 
approved by the instructor. If you are pursuing a Graduate Certificate in Iberian 
Studies, and wish this course to count, then your historian needs to write on Iberia. 
As a formal essay, this assignment is double-spaced and needs both footnotes and 
Bibliography. (See Canvas) 
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Review Essay about a Historiographic Debate 20% (6-8 pgs)
This formal Review Essay about a Historiographic Debate or controversy must cover 
one of the assigned readings and compare it with three or more other books or articles of 

Up to 2/4 of the readings can come from our Syllabus. If possible, the 
paper should address change over time in the way historians have understood the topic or 
the way the field has debated a certain question or theme. If you are pursuing a Graduate 
Certificate in Iberian Studies, and wish this course to count, then your controversy or 
debate must involve Iberian history. Please get your topic approved by meeting with me 
in office hours. As a formal essay, this assignment is double-spaced and needs both 
footnotes and Bibliography. (See Canvas) 

Article Plan and Bibliography 20% (4-6pgs)
What languages do I need? What secondary sources should I read as I prepare for my trip 
(one month in Europe/Mediterranean)? Where will I go? Which library or archive will I go 
to there? What primary sources will I read there? Your Article Plan (much like a research 
grant proposal) should tell me the research question you wish to answer, and how you plan 
to answer it. This is a single-spaced, shorter piece of writing with an extended 
Bibliography. We will discuss our topics together in class as the end of the semester 
approaches. Ideally you can use this as an opportunity to propose to do research that relates 
to a question or historian you wrote about in the previous assignments. (See Canvas) 

Resources 
I, your instructor, am your first resource. Please reach out to me. 
The History Tutors in DM 390 
The Center for Academic Success 
http://learningcenter.fiu.edu 
The Center for Excellence in Writing 
http://writingcenter.fiu.edu 
The Disability Resources Center (please see me as soon as possible if you have an 
accommodation letter to share with me) http://drc.fiu.edu/  

that can help: https://dasa.fiu.edu/all-departments/counseling-and-psychological-services/ 

Student Responsibility 
community dedicated to generating and imparting knowledge 

through excellent teaching and research, the rigorous and respectful exchange of ideas, and 
community service. All students should respect the right of others to have an equitable opportunity 
to learn and to honestly demonstrate the quality of their learning. Therefore, all students are 
expected to adhere to a standard of academic conduct, which demonstrates respect for themselves, 
their fellow students, and the educational mission of the University. All students are deemed by 
the University to understand that if they are found responsible for academic misconduct, they will 
be subject to the Academic Misconduct procedures and sanctions, as outlined in the Student 

Academic Integrity 
Academic dishonesty and plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class. As historians and students 
of history, it is our responsibility to attribute the knowledge and arguments of others to their 
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rightful owners, to not steal them by presenting them as our own. The Dutch historian Johan 
Huizinga, in his book of essays, Men and Ideas, wrote that  
 

Research, critical sifting, publication, interpretation, and synthesis remain the undisputed 
domain of well-trained scholarly workers. But the great image of the past which lies behind 
or hovers above all that work is definitely the concern of everyone.1 

 

footnote. When I say that Huizinga made a contribution to historical scholarship on the late Middle 
Ages, as well as to the field of cultural history, I should also cite which books of his I am referring 
to.2 You need to cite sources properly with a footnote.3 To do this in Word, click on the INSERT 
menu, then FOOTNOTE. Please properly cite anything you make use of. The style guide used by 
most historians is the Chicago Manual of Style. 
What is Plagiarism? 

 without any indication of the source and 

expressions or materials taken from another source, including internet sources, is guilty of 
plagiarism. Any student helping another to plagiarize may be found guilty of academic 

these policies. If you have any questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty or plagiarism, 
see me. If I find plagiarism in an assignment, I will talk to you about it. You will receive an F on 
any plagiarized assignment you submit in this class, and cases of plagiarism will be passed on to 
the appropriate FIU authorities. For egregious cases of plagiarism, expulsion can be a result, so 

 
 
What I expect from you: Classroom Conduct

 that you will be present when we meet together, that you will have an open mind, that you 
will do the readings, engage with your fellow students, and learn something new!  

 That you bring your books with you to class, and take notes in a notebook or on a computer. 
 students are required to treat the professor and their fellow students with respect at all 

times.  
 
Changes to the Syllabus 
I reserve the right to make changes to this syllabus to facilitate better learning. Please be sure to 
check your email and Canvas regularly for updates as they occur. Prof.T 
 

Jan. 11 
WEEK 1: Introduction 

 

 
1 Johan Huizinga, Men and Ideas: History, the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, Translated by 
James S. Holmes and Hans van Male (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984), 40. 
2 Johan Huizinga, The Waning of the Middle Ages: A Study of the Forms of Life, Thought and Art 
in France and the Netherlands in the XIVth and XVth Centuries, Trans. F. Hopman (New York: 
St. Martins Press, 1924). 
3 Author, Title, Ed. and Trans. by X (Publisher City: Publisher, Date), page. 
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Emailed
Ihor Sevcenko History and Theory, Vol. 8, No. 3 (1969): 
332-345. 
 
No Journal 

Jan. 18 
WEEK 2:  I 

 
Books 
Marc Bloch,  (New York: Vintage Books, 1953). (begin) 
 
Emailed/Slack
Lyndal Past & Present, No. 176 
(Aug. 2002): 3-6. PDF Article 
 
Journal 1 Due 
 

Jan. 25 
WEEK 3: Late Antiquity/  II 

 
Books 
Marc Bloch, (New York: Vintage Books, 1953). (entire) 

 
George Ostrogorsky, The Byzantine State (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1969). 

(324- -68
 
Course Reader I 
Peter Brown,   and Ch. 6 Potentia  The Cult of the Saints: Its Rise and 
Function in Latin Christianity (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1981). 
 
Journal 2 Due 
 

Feb. 1 
WEEK 4: The Pirenne Thesis 

Books 
George Ostrogorsky, The Byzantine State (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1969). 
II. The Struggle for Existence and the Revival of the Byzantine State (610-711),  pp. 68-140 

 
Course Reader I 
Henri Pirenne, Muhammed and Charlemagne, Trans. Bernard Miall (New York: 
W.W. Norton & Co., 1939). 
 
Journal 3 Due 
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Feb. 8
WEEK 5: The Early Middle Ages 

Course Reader I 

at the Textual Relationship between the Apocalypse of Pseudo-Methodius and the Tiburtine 
-100. 

 

Comitatus: A Journal of Medieval and Renaissance Studies Vol. 45 (2014): 65-89. 
 
Journal 4 Due 

Feb. 15 
WEEK 6: Iconoclasm/Mary 

Books 
George Ostrogorsky, The Byzantine State (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1969). 
III. The Age of the Iconoclast Crisis (711-843),  pp. 140-200 

 
Course Reader I 

History Workshop Journal, No. 58 (Autumn 2004): viii, 1-16. 
 
20% Review Essay on an historian DUE 

Feb. 22 
WEEK 7: The High Middle Ages I 

Books 
George Ostrogorsky, The Byzantine State, (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 

IV. The Golden Age of the Byzantine Empire (843-1025)  pp. 200-298
 
Course Reader I 
Geoffrey Koziol, The Peace of God Arc Humanities 
Press 
 

Past & Present No. 155 (May 
1997): 177-208. 
 
Journal 5 Due 

WEEK 8: SPRING BREAK 
 
 

March 8 
WEEK 9: The High Middle Ages II 

 
Books 
George Ostrogorsky, The Byzantine State (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1969). 
V. Government by the Civil Aristocracy of the Capital (1025-81),  pp. 298-341 
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Course Reader II

Cities of Ladies: Beguine Communities in the Medieval 
Low Countries, 1200-1565 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2001. 
 

History, Vol. 55, No. 183 (1970): 21-36. 
 

Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence of Italian 
City Communes in the Twelfth Century (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2015). 
 
Journal 6 Due 

March 15 
WEEK 10: Medieval Spain 

 
Books 
George Ostrogorsky, The Byzantine State (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1969). 
VI. Rule of the Military Aristocracy (1081-1204),  pp. 341-401 

 
Richard Kaeuper, Holy Warriors. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2009. (begin) 
 
 
Course Reader II 

-Religious Minorities and Politics in the Medieval 
Comparative Studies in Society and History, Vol. 56, No. 4 (Oct. 2014): 844-

869. 
 

-Andalus, exalting the Reconquista: historical memory 
Journal of Medieval Iberian Studies, Vol. 10, No. 1 (2018): 127-145. 

 
Journal 7 Due 
 

March 22 
WEEK 11: Chivalry 

 
Books 
Richard Kaeuper, Holy Warriors. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2009. (entire) 
 
Course Reader II 

Men and Ideas: History, the Middle Ages, and the Renaissance (Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press, 1959). 
 
C. Stephen Courtliness after 25 Years Haskins Society Journal No. 21 
(2009): 187-216. 
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20% Review Essay about a Historiographic Debate DUE
 

March 29 
WEEK 12: History, Religion and Antisemitism I 

Books 
Gavin Langmuir, History, Religion, and Antisemitism (Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1993). (begin) 
 
Course Reader II 

Speculum Vol. 87, 
No. 4 (October 2012): 1050-1088. 

Journal 8 Due 
April 5 

WEEK 13: History, Religion and Antisemitism II 
 

Books 
Gavin Langmuir, History, Religion, and Antisemitism (Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1993). (entire) 
 
Journal 9 Due 
 

April 12 
WEEK 14: The Problem of the Renaissance 

Books 
George Ostrogorsky, The Byzantine State (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1969). 
VII. Latin Rule and the Restoration of the Byzantine Empire (1204-82)  pp. 401-450 

 
Course Reader II 
Joan Kelly-  in Becoming Visible: Women in European 
History, ed. Renate Bridenthai and Clandia Koonz (Houghton Mifflin Co., 1977). 
 
Johan ,  in Men and Ideas: History, the Middle Ages, 
and the Renaissance (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1959). 
 
20% Article Plan and Bibliography Due 
 

April 19 
WEEK 15: Medievalism I 

 
Books 
George Ostrogorsky, The Byzantine State (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1969). 

VIII. The Decline and Fall of the Byzantine Empire (1282-1453), pp. 450-573 
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Emailed/Slack
The Lamp-

Post of the Southern California C.S. Lewis Society (Winter 2018/Spring 2019): 68-93. 
 

-
American Imagination and Taste, 1750- Winterthur Portfolio Vol. 10 (1975): 131-163. 
 
Journal 10 Due 
 

April 26 
WEEK 16: Medievalism II 

Emailed/Slack 

PMLA, Vol. 130, No. 2 (March 2015): 358-366. 
 

www.publicmedievalist.com 
August 17, 2017 
 

www.inthemedievalmiddle.com , August 28, 2017
 
Journal 11 Due 




