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expertise. They are also of considerable interest from an intel-

lectual history perspective in that Chen proposes that L oz ’s 

teachings are best suited, better than those of Confucius, to 

provide ideological orientation in present times. By means of 

Dào, metaphysical on the one hand and decidedly practical 

on the other, we will be able to create a world of communal 

bliss. This approach results in refreshingly new “contempo-

rary translations” of the ancient text and a rather simplis-

tic introductory essay on L oz ’s philosophy. In general, the 

English version reads well and is user-friendly. Altogether, 

the volume amounts to a valuable and at present unique tool 

for the non-sinologist’s study of the L oz .

Barbara Hendrischke

University of Sydney

FROM CHINESE CHAN TO JAPANESE ZEN: 

A REMARKABLE CENTURY OF TRANSMISSION AND 

TRANSFORMATION. By Steven Heine. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2018. Pp. xx + 266. Hardback, $105.00; 

Paperback $36.95.

Among the many collective editions that Steven Heine 

(b. 1950) has supervised, with this book comes an entire 

volume of his individual authorship—one that is indeed re-

markable in itself. Heine emerges not only as a scholar and 

writer but most importantly as an erudite storyteller largely 

tracing the history and development of Chinese Chán and 

Japanese Zen from the mid-1200s to the mid-1300s. The vol-

ume nevertheless offers a thorough contextual background 

from Chinese masters to their Japanese disciples—founders 

of separate island traditions and branches—to their legacy 

as well as that of generations of their students in terms of 

schools and lineages, teachings, methods, works, thoughts, 

temples, material, aesthetic culture, and so forth. In a sin-

gle volume, it accomplishes to portray and exemplify the 

bridge between Chinese masters and their early Japanese 

students (with Eisai, D gen, Enni in the foreground), a gen-

eration of Chinese emigrée masters and their H j  patrons, 

all the way to the artistically endowed Zen priests appearing 

rather as monk-poets, monk-calligraphers, and monk-paint-

ers of the Ky to temples of the Five Mountains network spon-

sored by the aesthetically erudite Ashikagas. The structure 

of the volume follows a Zen-like combination of regularity 

and anti-regularity (p. 216) in terms of chapters’ names and 

their sequence. Both section headers and chapter titles all 

begin with words that start with the letter t (Transnational 

Studies, Troubling, and Techniques for section headers, and 

Traditions, Transitions, Transmissions, Transplantations, 

Transformations, Teachers, Temples, and Tones for chapter 

titles), allegedly a means to “help generate a vocabulary that 

appreciates and appropriates many of the major ingredients 

of Zen’s innovative and adaptable spiritual outlook” (p. x), 

yet a remarkably creative accomplishment in itself. By pro-

viding a novel perspective—describing, e.g., the international 

exchange between Chán and Zen milieu a “transnational 

transplantation” or calling Chán/Zen masters “Living 

Buddhas” throughout the volume as well as illustrating the 

use of language, poems, and k ans as didactic and symbolic 

methods alike—and offering an image of Japanese Zen that 

is rich in providing a profound contextual background to its 

history and development, the volume is helpful in viewing 

and remembering events in reference to other occurrences 

happening at the time and thus can be appreciated by both 

scholars knowledgeable in the field, as well as by general 

readers with a keen interest in Chán and/or Zen.

Zuzana Kubov áková

Masaryk University, Brno

ROOTED IN HOPE: FESTSCHRIFT IN HONOR OF 

ROMAN MALEK S.V.D. ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 

65TH BIRTHDAY. Two Volumes. Edited by Barbara Hoster, 

Dirk Kuhlmann, and Zbigniew Wesołowski. Monumenta Serica 

Monograph Series, LXVIII/1-2. Abingdon and New York: 

Routledge, 2017. Vol. 1: Pp. cviii + 430. Hardback, $175.00. Vol. 

2: Pp. xvi + 468. Hardback, $175.00.

This Festschrift was compiled to honor Roman Malek’s 

(1951–2019) prodigious scholarly commitment to China. This 

impressive two-volume work is made up of 40 articles contrib-

uted by Malek’s academic colleagues, companions in faith, con-

freres, as well as the staff of the Monumenta Serica Institute 

and the China-Zentrum e.V. (China Center). Acting as a tribute 

to such a prolific career, it is unsurprising that these articles 

cover a plethora of different fields. The works are catego-

rized into: Chinese intellectual history, the history of Chinese 

Christianity, Christianity in today’s China, other religions in 

China, Chinese language and literature, and encounter of cul-

tures. With such a wide array of topics, it perhaps comes as no 

surprise that the articles vary enormously in scope and intent: 

some, such as Ryh-Shin’s textual analysis of the L oz   and 

the Zhu ngz  , are very much of a purely scholarly nature 

devoid of agenda, whereas others, such as Gessinger’s The 

Mission of Multi-faceted Christianity in a Globalized World, while 

certainly well researched, are more focused upon Christian 

apology and have a very clear theological agenda. Having 

passed away on November 29, 2019, it is perhaps tragic that 

the editors of this Festschrift explicitly wished that Malek “be 

granted of many more years of activity in the field of Sinology.” 

However, as a “homage to the existential reason for the direc-

tion of his life as a Christian and as a missionary” as well as a 

tribute of his “accomplishments at the helm of the Monumenta 

Serica Institute and to his own personal scholarly commitment 

to China,” these volumes constitute a most admirable tribute 

to Malek’s life and work. These volumes would prove to be a 

valuable source of information for absolutely anyone with an 

academic interest in China and an utterly invaluable source to 

those interested in Christianity in China.

Joseph Chadwin

University of Vienna


