
Young American researchers visit Oizumi town 

(Asahi Shimbun, June 18, 2011) 

 

On June 14 and 15, young researchers on Japan from American universities and 

think-tanks visited a Brazilian school and a public school Japanese class located in 

Oizumi town, Gunma prefecture. 

 

The visitors were 15 participants, mostly aged in their thirties, of the “US-Japan 

Network for the Future” program, co-hosted by The Mansfield Foundation and The 

Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership.  

 

On the 14th, the participants received explanations from the personnel of the municipal 

government, gaining understanding on the current situation of foreigners living in the 

area. These included the impact of the economic depression on foreigners under 

unstable working conditions, and the policy of publishing town newspapers in 

Portuguese.  

 

On the 15th, the participants visited a Japanese class at town-run Nishi Elementary 

School, as well as classes at the Brazilian school “Gente Miuda”. 

 

During the opinion exchange with teachers of the Japanese class at the public 

elementary school, it was pointed out that adults have more difficulty blending into new 

language and culture than children. 

 

Ken Haig, an assistant professor from the politics department at Harvard University 

and the program’s participant, remarked, “I felt that, at Oizumi town, the foreigners are 

becoming well integrated as a member of the local community.” 

 



 

Researchers on Japan visit Brazilian School – Oizumi town 

Jomo shimbun 

 

Fifteen young researchers on Japan, participating in the program by The Maureen and 

Mike Mansfield Foundation, visited Oizumi town on the 14th and 15th of June. They 

observed a Japanese class in an elementary school, as well as a Brazilian school, 

deepening their understanding on the town’s practice of forming a multicultural society. 

 

The visit was part of the Foundation’s “US-Japan Network for the Future” program, and 

the participants consist of university professors and government officials. It was 

co-hosted by the Foundation and The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership.  

The participants visited Oizumi town, known to be a leading region for its advancement 

of co-existence with foreigners. Oizumi town is significant in Japan, which currently 

faces a dwindling birthrate as well as an aging and decreasing population. 

 

At Oizumi Nishi Elementary School, the participants observed their Japanese class, 

where students are taught in small numbers. Afterwards, the participants engaged in 

an opinion exchange with the teachers and assistant Japanese language teachers, and 

discussed current situations and challenges of providing education that match the p 

foreign students’ Japanese proficiency level, and achieving understanding from their 

arents of the school life in Japan. The participants also visited a Brazilian school, where 

students aged 1 through 17 attend. 

 

Prior to the visit, staff from the Division of International Cooperation of Labor of the 

municipal government gave a brief overview of the town, where many foreigners live, 

and introduced various facilities that relate to multicultural coexistence. They also 

reported how they responded to the foreign residents after the Great East Japan 

disaster. 

 

The Foundation was founded in 1983 upon the will of former Ambassador to Japan, 

Mike Mansfield (1903 – 2001).The Foundation seeks to promote understanding and 

cooperation among Asia and the United States, and conducts policy researches and 

exchange programs. 


